Definitions of terrorism
[bookmark: _Int_JpyNHN1q][bookmark: _Int_isRqK5KZ]This assignment will be based upon definitions of terrorism and how they differ from each other as well as how they may be similar. It will also look at the terrorist group AL Qaeda and the Irish Republican Army (IRA); each terrorist group has its own ideologies and methods that they use to create fear and terrorise societies; for both groups this assignment will be looking at how they are structured. Both groups will be used to aid in comparing and contrasting the different ways people define terrorism. 
[bookmark: _Int_350iUfHx]Across the world there are many people who have defined terrorism, one of the definition this assignment will look at is written by Cooper (2001) which says, “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings.” this will be used throughout to compare other definitions, in order to see how they vary or how they are similar, alongside the two terrorist groups mentioned above. The CPS (2022) says the terrorism Act 2000 states the definition of terrorism “as the use or threat of one or more” actions that are “designed to influence the government, or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public”. This definition compared to the first one written by Cooper (2001), gives a slight insight into how terrorist organisations may try to create fear and gain control over how the public view them and their acts. “The use or threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, radical, or ideological cause” (CPS 2022). The UK says that the threat must be for advancing a certain aspect of society. This compared to the first definition gives an example of why terrorist groups may try to influence us in order to recruit or to install fear into us. 
[bookmark: _Int_1JDPN577]In an article written by Ruby (2002, p9) he states that under “Title 22 of the U.S. code” terrorism is defined as a “politically motivated violence” committed in a secretive manner against civilians. When looking at the definition of terrorism Ruby (2002, p9) continues to state that “experts on terrorism” add upon this definitions saying, “the act is committed in order to create a fearful state of mind in an audience different from their victims”. This out of the three definitions is the only one that acknowledges the human emotion of fear which is often a result from terror attacks. The second definition does overlook that attacks may be intimidating for the public. Intimidation and the use of fear all coincide with the idea of control stated in the first definition. 
Jalata (2011) says since the term terrorism has been defined and looked at by many people who have different "interests and objectives"; due to the topic of terrorism being so “complex, difficult and elusive", there is a massive gap in trying to find a "common understanding among the scholars". Trying to come up with a universal definition for terrorism is difficult due to the many different types of methods that are used and how each terrorist group portrays themselves. While talking about terrorism Larkin (2013) states that the “first difficulty” in finding “a definition” is to do with the” precision” as it needs to make sure that the “bad guy” is criminalised, and the “good guy” is not. This can be difficult as different countries may respond differently to terrorism, but also the threat they face may vary due to the group they are faced with. The perspective of the country may also affect the how it is defined.
One of the terrorist groups that will be looked at is Al Qaeda, every group has its own ideology and methods that they seems to follow. Gunaratna (2005) states that “the majority of Muslims worldwide do not support Al-Qaeda”, he continues to say that they are constantly “seeking to reinvigorate the global jihad movement” they do this by “exploiting widespread suffering, resentment and anger in the Muslim world”. This conveys a method that may be used to recruit others as they utilize emotions to manipulate the perspective people see them. To understand the ideology of the group you need to understand what is meant by Jihad, DeLong-Bas (2017) says that the term Jihad once “properly defined” does refer to “struggle or striving” which is generally placed into “two levels: the inner and the outer”. Struggling and striving for something are two very different ideas, if you strive to get something you are not going to let anything get in your way even if you do struggle. “Outer Jihad refers to defending of the Muslim community under attack” (DeLong-Bas 2017). Defending something is different from attacking something, in most places defending is protecting the community that you are apart of, but it can in turn become violent. Fatoohi (2009) said that although jihad has been “associated with violence” it was “intended to be a source of peace”. The idea that terrorism has twisted apart of a religion that is meant to be good, shows how extreme their views can be and that they will still try to justify their actions with this term.
MI5 (2022) says that in “international terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda”; a method used by them is “suicide operatives in vehicles” which is often used to “improve the likelihood of the explosive detonating” when needed. Bombs being set of by people mean that organisations such as Al Qaeda, need a very strong cause and reason. This ideology needs to be shared with many and they need to believe in it in such as strong way that they would try to show it and convert others to ideology in such an extreme way. While looking into methods that this organisations use, Ercikti et al (2007) said that Al Qaeda “communicate with members and allies” through many methods such as “face to face conversations, couriers, the internet, telephone and proclaiming attacks in the media”. This can be useful as finding out how they communicate is half of the struggle as they may also use these methods to recruit new members not just talk to pre-existing ones. Proclaiming the fact that you have committed an attack worldwide via the media can either help to recruit or deter people from joining due to the violence and methods used. The media and internet are both used worldwide meaning that it can be seen by everyone and anyone with access to it.
When looking into the structure of Al Qaeda, Mohamedou (2011, p52) said that “the organisation initially followed a hierarchical system where the leader… and deputy… received the advice of a 31-member consultive council…divided into five operational committees: military, religious affairs, financial matters, media and publicity and logistics”.  The hierarchy of an organisation shows the command structure but can also give a sense as to how big the organisation actually is. Being able to tier off the way Al Qaeda does suggests such a strong network where there is good command and control. However, over the years Al-Qaeda’s structure has changed the new “pyramid-style organisational structure” of this terror organisation has a lack of “command and control” (Farrall 2011). Having lack of control and command within any organisations may mean lack of communication, engagement and plans may be more difficult to initiate. Communication is a strong pillar of most organisation whether internal or external; this could mean less recruitment or lack of knowledge on a plan.
An example of an Al Qaeda attack is 9/11, Jackson (2021) on the 11th September when “two planes struck the twin towers of the world trade centre in New York”.   This terror attack is a well known one as it was publicised throughout the media not only the US but also the UK, this could have been due to the number of deaths and to do with the fear that was spread. Jackson (2021) later goes on to confirm that that the death count was “2,977 people”. The staggering death count instilled fear into the population especially as the towers fell and many died from just one terror attack, making a statement for Al Qaeda. Due to this terror attack many measures were put into place around aeroplanes, to prevent this type of attack from happening again. 
The second terrorist group being looked at is the IRA, Horgan and Taylor (1997) states that the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) aims to “guard and honour and uphold the sovereignty and unity of Northern Ireland”; to support the “Irish Socialist Republic based on the 1916 proclamation”; “to support the establishment of a lawful government in sole absolute control of the republic”. The IRA as stated in its name is an Irish terrorist group through the aims it is clear to see that the IRA want to regain control over all of Ireland rather then it being split in two. Alonso (2006, p1) in his book says that the “objective of the IRA is to achieve freedom and unity of Ireland by forcing a British withdrawal”. This shows that the IRA’s terror is aimed at the UK, which can be seen by examples of their attacks as well. When looking at the methods used by this organization, MI5 (2022) said that “car bombs were frequently used by the IRA during the troubles in Northern Ireland”. Car bombs may be an effective more discreet way to cause terror without drawing much attention but also allow for them to have access to busier areas. Jackson et al (2005, p97) said over time the PIRA has “branched well beyond guns and bombs” and have a “variety of tactics and weapons it used effectively”. The idea that the PIRA is following the times and evolving, shows that the PIRA are not going to give up. The PIRA has over “30 varieties of weapons - including mortars and rockets “this includes mote methods such as “lay and detonate explosives, advanced sniper tactics” and many more (Jackson et al 2005, p97). as how much damage they can do. While looking into examples of a terror attack committed by the IRA is a bloody Sunday. O’Neill (2019) in an article stated that on bloody Sunday 13 people were killed and 15 people injured, this was after the “army parachute regiment opened fire on civil rights demonstrators” in a largely catholic area of Londonderry. Having opened fire on what should be a fairly peaceful protest the Army stuck a lot of fuss in Ireland. O’Neill (2019) also said that a former PIRA member said that bloody Sunday turned “into full blown Guerrilla warfare”. The idea that even a former member can see how detrimental an event like this was shows that maybe a few methods used are too extreme and that not all the follows believe in the ideology.
Conclusion:
As stated at the beginning of this assignment it is difficult to define what terrorism is and its even harder to define it universally. Tilley (2004, p8) says that although definitions can be both “true and false” within “social science” a “definition should point a detectable phenomena”, for instance it should display “common properties that result from similar cause-effect relation”. The idea presented by Tilley shows that a universal definition would need everyone to agree upon one idea that covers all the different types of terrorism faced throughout the world. For example, Alonso (2006, p1) states that it is not difficult to define the term ‘terrorist’ as an “organisation like the IRA”, “whose activists” are “responsible for killing and injuring thousands”. If this was used to help create a definition, then maybe it would help to fully define what terrorism is. Groups like the IRA and Al Qaeda don’t help when defining terrorism as they conform with the definition stated at the start; while they cause terror and create a sense of fear their actions make it difficult for countries to list what is terrorism.
When looking into counterterrorism the UK using the strategy of “CONTEST” this is done by carrying out the following “Pursue, Prevent, Protect and Prepare”; this will change over the time especially as the level of threat we face changes (GOV.UK 2015). Strategies such as the one used in the UK require a list of what is deemed to be terrorism or not as it may lead to mistakes within communities especially if they are dealing with terrorism internationally. Larkin (2013) said that it is a priority of the government to make sure that protecting “its citizens by preventing, investigating and prosecuting terrorism” is at the towards the top of their agenda. While being a priority terrorism also seems to change the way it works along with the government, therefore a working definition is very hard to establish.
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