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[bookmark: _Hlk196923530]The riots which took place over the summer of 2024, between the 30th of July and the 7th of August resulted in an estimated 29 anti-immigration demonstrations and riots which took place across 27 towns and cities in the United Kingdom (Downs, 2024). Many of the riots that took place were violent with many of the participants attacking mosques, homes, and hotels of asylum seekers. With many known far right activists promoting and attending the riots, such as Tommy Robinson, a far-right activist who partially organised and promoted the rally, although he did not attend (Castle, 2024). Mr Robinson, organised thousands of supporters to have rally which filled Trafalgar Square after a march in central London. The rally was considered by Robinson to be the biggest patriotic rally the UK had ever seen (Symonds, 2024). A counter protest by stand up to Racism and the former labour leader Jeremy Corbyn’s peace and justice project also took place the same day in London. In which the police said a major operation was in place to keep the peace between the two groups. Due to the nature of the riots and the spontaneous nature of the riots, rather than any real planned action led to a variety of causation, impacts and subsequently responses. 
[bookmark: _Toc196924379]Causes
The riots were initially caused due to a mass stabbed at a Taylor Swift dance class in Southport, where miss information about the assailant spread like wildfire across social media. With prominent right-wing figures such as Andrew Tate and Tommy Robinson, claiming the assailant was someone who had arrived on a ‘small boat’, later revealed to be Axel Rudakubana, a Cardiff born teen (Copland, 2024). The British media, put all the blame onto the far-right movement in the UK. Paul Whiteley, a professor for the University of Essex believes this is a simplistic approach to what actually occurred. The widely accepted view for these riots was right-wing extremists being spurred on by social media and others online, this view however would suggest locking up several hundred people would likely fix the issues. The fact the riots did indeed subside after the crackdown and arrests lead weight to this argument, that the arrests would restore order. There are, however, weaknesses in this explanation, such as Britain has experienced violent demonstrations in the past with the 2011 Tottenham riots which led to the looting and pillaging of the area, with violent conflicts which in some cases were fatal. These riots were of course caused by the police shooting which led to the death of Mark Duggan. If the riots were purely down to right-wing extremism the areas with the highest demographic of Muslims and immigrants would’ve had the highest rates of rioting (Whiteley, 2024). On the other hand, years of the normalisation of anti-immigration in the United Kingdom, can certainly contribute to the increase the rates of xenophobia, racism, and Islamophobia. With the trigger being the death of those three young girls and the wounding of several others in Southport. There were underlying structural causes that lead to the violent outburst with the majority of the unrest and riots occurring in 7 of the 10 most deprived areas of the country. The deprivation in these communities stemming from decades of underinvestment from failing governments, in which has led to discontent amongst the traditional right-wing and working classes. The rhetoric that migrants have caused these issues such as lack of jobs and affordable housing and general wealth inequality that is currently affecting the nations population. The government have also not squashed the claims or the anti-immigrant rhetoric that has formed in this country over the past 25 years (Morjoke Oosterom, 2024). 
Young people who were a large portion of those who took place in the riots are largely not driven to the far-right because of racist or ideological motivation. The actual fact is far more complex than just initial pure hatred and racism. However, once they become ingrained in that world racism and hatred quickly take over. The online disinformation online on social media played a large role in radicalising children and youths. And downplaying the role it played avoids the reality of the culture that is the growing intolerance, hatred and prejudices bring shown towards anyone seen as different, largely in this case the Muslim and immigrant communities (Alice Flinta, 2025).
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The impacts of the 2024 summer riots varied massively from the degradation in mental health of asylum seekers and immigrants and the general public fearing for their lives during the extreme violence and the large-scale disruption. For many communities, the fear of the violence and disruption was enough to cause massive duress and stress, with many people being afraid to leave their family homes. Businesses in the areas affected by the riots had to close and move elsewhere, and attacks on BAME communities surged over that period (Alex Ardalan-Raikes, 2025). There was a massive surge in teenagers being arrested during the violence and disorder. By August 16th, 2024, the police made more than 1000 arrests with over 400 charged, of those charged 72 where under the age of 18. The youngest of which were two 12-year-old boys, who were arrested for violence and disorder. A 13-year-old girl was also charged with the same offences and pleaded guilty to violent disorder outside of a hotel which was hosting asylum seekers (Youth Endowment Fund, 2024). The real impact for these young offenders will be what lies ahead in their lives now that they have been charged with violence and disorder crimes with their future education and job prospects now facing serious doubts. 
The summer riots also led to mass reports of asylum seekers and immigrants feeling unsafe in this country leading to increased rates of mental health issues. In a report produced by the Mental Health Foundation, the report had identified a serious decline in the mental health of asylum seekers due to the civil unrest and riots. The report by the Mental Health Foundation also called for asylum seekers to be granted the right tot work in any job if the Home Office had not processed their application within 6 months potentially reducing the government expenditure by 4.4 billion pounds. By doing this it would reduce the impact of mental health disorders due to being out of work and destitute. By implementing such things it would reduce dependence on taxpayers and promote better integration something that is needed in this country as the right-wing state that having to pay tax to cover the benefits of asylum seekers as one of the main issues that they have with them (Taylor, 2025). 
A survey by the action foundation which was completed by 38 service members and 20 members of their own staff as well as asylum seekers and immigrants, was produced to see and understand how the aftermath of the riots affected the daily lives and mental health amongst the volunteer’s, staff, and immigrants. Of the refugees and asylum seekers 58% of them said they felt personally affected by the riots and 32% reported to being scared. A male asylum seeker is quoted as saying he felt ‘scared, lonely, and angry.’ Another is also quoted in saying that his wife wanted to go back to Iran because she felt so afraid of the situation in the country. There will be a long-lasting impact on these people who suffered first hand to the violence and disorder that this country showed over the summer of 2024, many asylum seekers essentially ended up in a situation that they left their home countries to avoid. Many saying they feel like they are living in a hidden war and that they are being hunted. The report concluded that of the people affected by the riots all people surveyed were in some way affected by the situation and that these negative feelings haven’t had enough time to evaporate (Action Foundation, 2024). 
The impacts aren’t purely social in nature with people feeling threatened by the violence and things that align with that nature, there are of course the monetary impacts and the overall cost to the UK taxpayer and workers. With many areas being torched by rioters, such as in Liverpool booked tables and chairs were all burned in the streets which left a library ablaze (Middleton, 2024). There was also looting and pillaging of shops, as well as emergency service vehicles being pelted with rocks and other projectiles. The cost of policing the summer riots alone cost the budget £31.7m with over 1600 arrests made and over the twelve-day period there was approximately 40,000 hours’ worth of shifts worked by the police (Martin, 2024).
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Due to the spontaneous nature of the riots rather than being a pre-planned event it meant that police forces across the nation had to deploy officers and riot police at short notice,, some of the smaller forces had to share resources jus to be able to cope with the outbreak, such as West Midlands officers supporting operations in Nottingham, Liverpool, Rotheram, and Tamworth. Police Scotland supplied 120 officers to help the police service in Northern Ireland to assist in operations in Belfast. A total of 1280 arrests, as of August 30, 2024, with 796 charged. This was the most arrets made being linked to a particular event since the 2011 riots in which 4000 people were arrested over a one-month period. For the police to respond to these events rest days were cancelled, and shift patterns were changed (Downs, 2024). At least 130 officers were injured during the events (Home Affairs Committee, 2025). Individual police forces did their best to monitor social media ahead of and during the disorder as a way of gaining intelligence on the upcoming disorder. 
Two-tier policing was one of the things the right-wing labelled the police and government of doing, in that some of the demonstrations were dealt with in different ways. Saying that the Black Lives Matter protests were policed far differently from the summer riots (Brown, 2024). The response to the riots and disorder by the public varied depending on which side of the fence one sits upon, with the majority of those asked saying that the violence is unjustified, and the views of the rioters are not the views of the public. Ther was little to no support for the riots and only a third of people agreed with the peaceful protests ongoing at a similar time. The public believed that Prime Minister Kier Starmer handled the riots poorly with 49% of Britons believing he did a poor job as opposed to 31% thinking he handled them well (Dylan Difford, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc196924382]Conclusion 
The summer riots in the United Kingdom marked one of the most significant episodes in civil unrest since 2011. The riots were deeply rooted in the misinformation spread across social media along with the failings of governments leading up to the mass explosion which led to hundreds of convictions and millions of pounds worth of damages. The initial reactions of the riots were that of a right-wing extremist movement, however, there is a greater nuance as to what actually transpired. Where socio-economic derivation combined with civil unrest led to the outburst of uncontrolled and unplanned rioting. In conclusion the riots themselves should not just be considered as merely a far-right uprising or a spontaneous outbreak of violence. But rather as a warning sign of economic neglect, political inaction, and a failure to confront rising rates of racism and xenophobia by the British Government. And that the response in the future to ensure riots to that scale don’t happen again with a multifaceted approach that will increase community engagement, inclusive policy making, and sustained investment in deprived areas which were the most affected by the riots. Without such efforts the issues at hand will arise again in the future.
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