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Within this essay, we need to identify 2 different countries where they are a lot of differences for example, differences in schools, childcare, culture, children’s rights, government law and priorities. For this assignment, I have chosen to look at Wales and Syria. We need to look at how living in different countries affects children’s development. We also need to look at what affects children’s holistic development and how this is and why. We can include climate, access to food, clean water, religion, sanitation and shelter. We need to include if there are any laws that affect issues relating to children in both of my chosen countries and we must discuss how and why these issues can affect a child’s development. We must discuss if there are pedagogical differences between the two chosen countries and we must explain how and why. We must discuss if there are any historical resources for issues in these countries and what happened in the past what may have happened to have an affect on children. We also must think about the cultural aspects of both countries and what effect this may have on children from both countries and why. We must also consider what childhood challenges in some countries are and why. After comparing and contrasting both countries, we must make sure to make a conclusion on both countries and provide a reference list of Level 6 resources which should consist of academic journals, books, websites and e-journals. 
There are many differences between Wales and Syria. Whilst looking at School’s in Wales and Syria it has been quite easy to notice the amount of differences there actually is. 
In Wales, we have the Foundation Phase framework and it has recently been revised. It was revised in 2017 and is a statutory curriculum for 3 to 7-year olds in Wales (Welsh Government, 2017). The Foundation Phase has 7 key area’s of learning which are: personal and social development, language, literacy and communication skills, mathematical development, welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development (Welsh Government, 2017). 
The Foundation Phase also contributes to Curriculum Cymreig which is a curriculum that promotes developing the understanding of Wales’ cultural identity (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2008). 
The Foundation Phase currently, is a very holistic way of learning and children’s rights are very important. Children’s Rights Wales promote children learning their own rights. Within schools, they are promoting Children’s Rights and UNCRC. A child’s main rights are against discrimination, the right to life, the right to make decisions and the right for young person’s best interests (Children’s Rights Wales, 2018). The UNCRC has 54 articles within it but only 42 rights are for children and young people. In 2011, Wales was the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of it’s domestic law (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018). 
Since the Donaldson report has been introduced it has highlighted many changes that are going to be made up until 2020. Professor Donaldson see’s children’s learning changing a huge amount which will have a big impact on teachers. Developing staff members ideas of technology would be a huge help before the Donaldson report comes into practice (Wales Online, 2015). 
Professor Donaldson’s recommendations are wide-ranging but include: an end to the key stages, the introduction to digital competence, the introduction to key area’s of learning and a review of testing approaches (National Education Union, 2018).
Schooling within Syria is so much different to Wales, Rukban School in Syria is within a Refugee camp. This school is situated within Berm which is a strip of no-man’s land between Syria and Jordan where there are currently 750,000 refugees’. Refugee Utility Project have collaborated with Acting for Change international to build a school for the refugee camp. They are hoping that this will expand into sanitation and medical aid as soon as possible (RUP, 2015). This school literally just has walls, there are no roof tiles or floorboards. There are no facilities like toilets or sinks. This is the reality of what is it like in Syria. 
Children who go to school in Syria, must run past bombed buildings to get to their school. In one school within Syria, a wall is marred with bullet holes shortly after the school re-opened. The conditions at schools in Syria are so different to Wales (The Atlantic, 2017).
Syria has a solid basic education system that has taken a huge hit in the last 7 years because of all the conflict and war. Control is by the ministry of education that determines the curriculum. Education in Syria is compulsory from grades 1 to 9 and there are a few private schools. Children in Syria firstly attend kindergarten then enrol into primary school which they will attend for 6 years. The final 3 years of compulsory school in Syria is middle school. At the end of the 6 years, students will do their national examination. This will decide whether they will go to general or vocational secondary school if they wish to carry on with studies. Secondary school in Syria is non-compulsory. There is education up until University at Syria where students can study medicine, science and engineering to name a few different subjects (Class base, 2012).
Currently almost half of Syrian children don’t have any access to formal education which is a huge issue, this would affect their development because intellectually they won’t be developing new skills and they won’t be learning new things daily. Emotionally, these children will be sad because they may enjoy going to school and having to deal with war and conflict daily will be very scary for these children especially if people within their family have passed away. Emotionally, it would be a lot to deal with as a child and some children may need counselling. Socially, they wouldn’t have many friends or any friends they made when they did attend school they may not see or speak to anymore. It can be very lonely for these children and they may want a friend to talk too about what they are going through together. Since war and conflict has been ongoing for 7 years, some children may not know anything different other than war and conflict, so they may have never attended school and want to find out what it is like. All these children aren’t going to be able to get the best jobs when their older because their education has been hugely disrupted which is sad. Most Syrians have moved to Jordan, Turkey or Lebanon, these countries have tried to take steps to help these children get an education by increasing enrolment, free public education, open afternoon and second shifts at school to help more children access education (Human Rights Watch, 2018).
Since the war and conflict, the past seven years at Syria schooling stopped in a lot of different schools after some had come under attack. Most Syrians have successfully gone back to school but in another country like Jordan, Turkey or Lebanon. 
There are many different cultural differences between Wales and Syria. Both countries have different formal cultural wear and their views in their societies are both very different from each other.
In Wales, Welsh Culture is promoted to children through Curriculum Cymreig. This curriculum promotes developing the understanding of Wales’ cultural identity. Children will learn about Wales’ cultural identity by learning through all the different areas of learning. Children should learn to appreciate the language, the objects that relate to Wales and the sounds and tastes that belong to Wales. It is being promoted so that children gain a sense of belonging to Wales and understand Welsh heritage, literature and the arts of Wales (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2008). 
On St David’s Day, children dress up in traditional clothing and eat Welsh Cawl, Welsh Cakes and Bara Brith. Usually at School’s on St. David’s Day, children engage in a bit of traditional Welsh folk dancing which is promoted as an activity to do. Giving children a sense of their culture, language and traditions is so important (Curriculum Cymreig, 2003).
Whereas, Syria is a society whereby strong loyalty is shown in social groups. In Syria, they are known for visiting friends and family daily. It is a people focused life-style which gives people a sense of belonging and support. A person’s wealth, education and profession are the class indicators. Age determines the grading of social interactions (Cultural Atlas, 2018).
Syrian culture would have changed a lot because of the war and conflict going on within the country. The fact that so many Syrians have had to migrate to Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan would have made it hard for Syrians to continue in a culture which they are used too. Syrian refugees would have to learn from a new culture and a new way of life which for some families would be very hard. For children this could affect their development because moving to another country is hard to adapt to in any situation but being that they have had to migrate because of war and conflict would make it a scarier experience for children. Some parent or guardians’ profession’s may have changed since moving countries whilst they were living in Syria they could have been doctors or nurses and now they have moved countries they may have had to agree to any job just to gain money which would have a huge impact on themselves and their family. 
(UNICEF, 2018) states that more than a million migrants and refugees crossed into Europe in 2015, these people could have been doctors, nurses and/or maybe engineers who would be an excellent asset to the country. There are issues with trying to migrate into Europe, many migrants who illegally tried to attempt to reach Germany ended up getting caught up with brutal people who were people traffickers and robbers.
As a child this would be a huge issue to face if you ended up getting caught up with people traffickers and robbers. This could affect a child’s development because physically, we don’t know if they have had any facilities to wash their body and their hair, go to the toilet or brush their teeth. We also don’t if they have had access to food, clean water or shelter. This would affect the whole family but for teenagers and young people this would be a nightmare because around this age they get self-conscious and their self-esteem would be very low. 
Having access to food is so important to make sure that poor people and families can obtain the food they need (International Cooperation and Development, 2018).
There are many affects that will affect a child’s development if they have no access to food for example, they may lose their body fat which will mean their skin will become dry and pale and cold to touch. Women can become infertile. As well as losing body fat, children could have malnutrition and dehydration, develop vitamin and mineral deficiencies and get mental and behavioural side effects. The mental and behavioural side effects can include insomnia, fatigue, irritability and unresponsive (Live Strong, 2017).
Medicine and Health care within Syria is slightly different to Wales. In Syria, there are private medical practices as well as the free services provided by the state. The healthcare system is very poor but improving. Infectious diseases are a major threat, especially within rural areas where water quality is poor and sewage systems are not very good. There is a high child death rate due to measles, respiratory and digestive problems (Every Culture, 2018).
(UNICEF, 2018) states that Syrian children are at increasing risk of infectious diseases because of the severe disruption to their services, the damage done to their water supply and sanitation systems and the lack of basic hygiene. Children and women are currently being exposed to many different environmental health risks in Syria. Access to water, toilets and soap in schools and health facilities is very poor. Living conditions in Syria are often unsanitary due to the lack of toilets, showers, hygiene items such as soap or sanitary towels.
Due to the lack of water within Syria since the crisis has had an added-on affect to all children and families. Syria Relief has been working to ensure that communities have access to sustainable clean water for appropriate sanitation all different uses (Syria Relief, 2015).
Having lack of water supply and sanitation will have a huge impact on a child’s development because if they developed an infectious disease that could have a massive impact on their life. Most infectious diseases are very serious and could mean you have to be admitted to hospital. Infectious diseases such as Malaria, Hepatitis, Rubella, Measles and Polio (Welsh Government, 2018).
Sanitation in Wales is largely different to sanitation in Syria for example, in Wales the Welsh Government have given regulations regarding sanitation, hot water supply and water efficiency. The approved document has six different requirements which are: cold supply, water efficiency, hot water supply, washing facilities, sanitary products and food preparation areas (Welsh Government, 2017).
Within Wales, we have access to regular washing facilities within our homes, hot water supply, central heating and water efficiency. We take for granted that we have these facilities daily because we can go to the toilet and wash whenever we like. We are very lucky to have these facilities and are especially lucky that infectious diseases aren’t being easily spread within Wales. This is largely down to having fresh and clean water. 
In Syria, since most people have had to migrate to different countries like Jordan and Lebanon in access to gain shelter, better sanitation and jobs. In Lebanon, they let an estimated 3,000 Syrians enter Lebanon every day. They have turned out shopping centres into flats for many Syrian people. They have also sheltered refugees in an abandoned abattoir (BBC News, 2013). 
Shelter Cymru helps those vulnerable individuals in Wales that are homeless. They are a charity who have been available the last 35 years. Shelter Cymru have helped over half a million people gain shelter to get off the streets of Wales. Everybody no matter where they are from have a right to a decent and secure home, therefore all the volunteers behind Shelter Cymru help those individuals in Wales who need some form of shelter (Shelter Cymru, 2018).
In Wales, if you are homeless you can get Emergency accommodation which could be in a hotel, a hostel or a day centre. Many hostels and shelters will only give beds to people who have been referred to them via other services. There are many different organisations who are available to help if you become homeless for whatever reason. The Samaritans help those who need help and advice regarding housing and benefits. Citizens Advice and The Money Advice Service are also available to help those people who need advice regarding housing (Crisis, 2018).
There are many organisations, charities and sources in Wales to help citizens in Wales whereas in Syria, there isn’t anything in the country due to war and conflict. Outside of Syria, countries like Jordan and Turkey have accommodation for refugees and asylum seekers. Having no shelter for a child would really affect their development because it will affect the child’s health for example, children who live on the streets or in cramped accommodation may experience disturbed sleep, poor diet and a higher rate of infectious disease. It can affect their education because children who are homeless are more likely to become victims of bullying, unhappiness and people giving them a stigma because they are homeless. This will make the child not want to attend school which will also have affects on the child as they wouldn’t be gaining an education. Their emotional well-being will be affected as a result because most families that are in some form connected to charities like Shelter have said that their children were frightened, withdraw, insecure and/or worried and anxious about the future because they are homeless. Their life chances will be poor if they become homeless because their health and educational impact of poor housing will affect their job prospects and financial well-being (Shelter, 2018). 
There are many different factors that can affect a child’s development including no access to food, poor sanitation, having no shelter and having poor healthcare. It can affect each child differently and will affect all different areas of development. Learning how different Wales and Syria are has helped me develop my knowledge on both countries and helped me gain new skills. Learning just how awful it is in Syria the last seven years has been shocking. The children in Syria experience many different childhood challenges and it is remarkable how these millions of children have adapted to several difficult experiences like moving to another country, experiencing war and conflict and having poor sanitation and dirty water. In some cases, having no shelter and/or no access to food. Having grown up in Wales, it is very hard to imagine what having these childhood challenges would be like. In Wales, there is a good education system which is drastically improving due to the Donaldson Report and the constant revision of the Foundation Phase. We are also very lucky to have freshwater and clean sanitation systems to be able to wash and go to the toilet when we please. There is an issue with homelessness in Wales but with charities and organisations such as Shelter Cymru, they are gradually improving the figures and helping homeless people and families gain pleasant and basic shelter. Hopefully with help from other countries Syria will slowly and gradually go back to its former glory as they did have a good educational system in recent years before all the war and conflict within the country. 
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