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ARCHITECTURE IN YOUR HOMETOWN

Coming from the Philippines to Carmarthen, I noticed that there are cultural differences that are often influenced through architectural styles and forms. For this investigation, I will be analysing the architectural influence of styles in two buildings from my hometown. Both of which, has a range of architectural forms, that will help me to understand the study of other buildings. 

ST PETERS CHURCH: Historical background 
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Image 1:
Floor plan of St Peters Church
N/A 









The first historical building is the St Peters Church, built on the site of a Roman defensive gateway, similarly the style of Gothic architecture. It is orientated in the town and is a local church at use for services and community events. It is a Grade II listed building, designed by an architect named Francis E. Jones, in memory of the Reverend Latimer M. Jones.
This church holds many histories (becoming a public interest) dated back to the 12th century, such as “the tomb of Sir Rhys ap Thomas, who took part in the accession of Henry Tudor to the throne in 1485.” (stpeterscarmarthen.org.uk)
“As well as the dissolution of monasteries that took place along with St Peters and its dependent chapels at Llangain, Llanllwch and others, fell to the crown until 1816, when it was ceded.”(netministeries.org)
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Image 3:
The East entrance through the Chancel
N/A (1900)
Image 2:
Site plan of St Peters Church
Driver, T  (24 May 2004)


ST PETERS CHURCH: Plans, sections and materials Image 4.1
Walters, M, (23 May 2012)


[image: undefined]
Before entering the site, there is a lych gate (in the style of late Victorian Gothic seen in the detailing) displayed in front of the church. 
(Shown in image 4.3) Constructed by limestone which is most durable of all-natural building material. Along with using Old Red Sandstone rubble can erode and decay to a certain depth which could cause structural problems. I found out that most churches are built on limestone and sandstone. At the exterior of the church, it consists of a series of lancet arches, and lancet windows, in the style of an early English period in Gothic architecture. The windows are similar to a tracery form, which is the stonework elements that supports the glass in a Gothic window. The simple quatrefoil patterns of late Gothic windows, are similar to a reticulated design, including the mouchette, hood mould, trefoil head, etc. (Shown in image 4.2) The tower located above the entrance, contains a ring of eight bells of which four were the original bells cast by Abraham Ruddhall, (shown in image 4.1) with its purpose to signify the time for worshippers to gather for a service, it can be heard within town area. The stained-glass windows refer to the stories from the bible and honours saints.

The church consists of a five bayed nave and three bayed chancels throughout the interior, along with a lateral extension above the stained-glass window in the north transept (usually set one bay west of the chancel arch, now lady chapel). “The nave and chancel are dated back to the 14th century and have been largely rebuilt and heightened to correspond with each other.” It also has a boiler house, said to be possibly a former charnel house, at the west of the transept. There is a seven bayed south aisle from a west to east layout, with an alter table dated 1716 in the South aisle’s east bay. “The church entrance is normally located at the south-west end of the Nave, called south porches. And in 1969, it was converted into a war memorial chapel, with its external doorway was replaced with a pointed window.” (Shown in image 5)
(Coflein.gov.uk) 

















Image 4.2
Padilla, C, (13 Jan 2020)
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Walters, M, (23 May 2012)


















ST PETERS CHURCH: Uses and functions

As most churches, it is designed from west to east, referring to the anatomy of the religion influence. St Peters are always open for the public and invites many to their community and events, it also has a universal accessibility at both entrances. The reverberation of the choir music that travels throughout the church, is a public interest of many, such as the organ playing accompanied by the choir. 
“Choir vestry and South-East porch were added in the 19th century.” (Coflein.gov.uk) 
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[image: undefined]Image 6.3
Walters, M ( 23 May 2012)

Image 6.2
Walters, M ( 23 May 2012)

Image 6.1
Walters, M ( 23 May 2012)
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Image 5:
Interior of St Peters Church
Gogarty, Jeff (April 2015)


[image: Inside St Peter's Church, Carmarthen]
Image 6.4:
Interior stained-glass windows
Walters, M ( 23 May 2012)



COUNTY HALL: Historical background

Then next historical building is located at the Castle Hill, by the Carmarthen castle with its walls that surrounds the County Hall. “Designed by Sir Percy Thomas in 1935 but was not completed until 1955.” (historypoints.org) 

“The imposing building replaced much of the jail, which occupied the ruins of Carmarthen Castle. Eventually, a gaol was built by John Nash in 1869 in the open space of the outer ward.”
The castle that surrounds it, became a ruin and the gaol became known as County Hall, now a Grade II listed building, (like the St Peters Church) and the home of Carmarthenshire County Council. 
(seearoundbritain.com)












[image: ]




Image 1:
Location of the Carmarthen County Council
Padilla, C (2020)










COUNTY HALL: Uses and functions
This building is sited to be on a hill, meaning that it can be seen throughout Carmarthen, and has an overseeing view of the River Towy. Similarly, to the St Peters Church, they are both located locally near town. The function of this building is for the county councils to gather and talk about the responsibilities for the services across, such as education, taxes, social care, etc. As the County Hall is merged with the attraction Carmarthen castle, it has universal accessibility through entrance and parking. 
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Image 2:
Main Entrance of the County council
N/A (2012)










COUNTY HALL: Plans, sections and materials 


Image 3:
The Castle ruins surrounding the County Hall
Quayle, P (29 April 2016)



[bookmark: _GoBack]This building has forms similar to the French Renaissance architecture such as round towers, steep, hipped roof and other forms, along with a revival architectural style called Chateau style. “The county offices are built with rock faced grey Forest of Dean stone with Portland stone dressings and steep roofs of grey green slate. As for the exterior, it has a range of four on each with a huge roof best cast at eaves and the two long sides ended in full height curved bays carried up as curved pavilion roofs.”
The north main entrance has 11 grey stone steps with railings, flanked by massive cubic blocks of similar stone. Portland stone doorcase, with 2 tiny flanked windows, and carvings of 11 relief shields by David Evans illustrative of the county council’s operations – education, health, etc.  
(Shown in image 2 & 4)

From analysing the exterior, I noticed that the east and west sides of the building have a similar 12 window range, with plinth stepped over the big Portland stone doorways in the third bay from each end. (Shown in image 3 & 4) “The windows are simple, small paned metal cross windows set close to the walls, lengthened as the French windows open onto balconies, with stone voussoirs. 1-13-1 bays with French windows to the 5 centre bays and also to the big outermost curved bays, all with metal railed balconies.” Portland stone was heavily used throughout this building.

I was not able to investigate further inside, however I researched that inside the main entrance, there are double glass doors into the reception, with 2 plaster quadripartite vaults that steps up to arch into main hall. “Along with an ornated ceiling on a deep coving with Gothic pointed arcading on corbels with painted shields, and a curved gallery over entrance with plastered front and minimal curved and dart moulding.”
(Coflein.gov.uk)





[image: Image result for town council carmarthen]

















Image 4:
 French windows with bays at the entrance
N/A (2015)





[image: Image result for town council carmarthen]



















Conclusion (Similarities and Differences)

This investigation has helped me to understand the architectural styles, as I was able to describe a building style through appropriate site evaluation and findings. Learning about the historical background from both buildings, I was able to identify the cultural, historic and contextual significance. 
Although both of these buildings are Grade II listed, built at a different time period, you can see the differences in architectural styles and history through the time period. With the simplicity design shown throughout the County Hall, there is a more decorative approach taken towards the interior and exterior of St Peters. Both carry a similar style within Gothic architecture, making it easier to make some comparison. However, the County hall has a revival architectural style, showing the development of French renaissance style over the years. When doing a similar study next time, I hope to continue to bring the knowledge and skills that I have learnt from this investigation, through everyday life, as it has helped me to look at buildings differently. 
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Image 7:
Sketch of St Peter’s Gothic, quatrefoil pattern windows, with stoned voussoirs
Padilla, C (2020)
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