




This essay will Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing. it will also define the core ideas of evidence-based policing, Explore the criminological theories underpinning its use, and Evaluate the use of their evidence regarding crime topics. 

In the context of policing, "evidence-based policing" refers to the use of the most convincing evidence currently available to both guide and criticise policing policies, procedures, and judgements, Everyone working in policing has access to and should take advantage of an evidence-based approach. Collaboration with academics and other partners can provide the necessary support (collage of policing, 2022). When Sherman gave a talk to the Police Foundation in 1998, Evidence-based policing was first put into words in an official way. Sherman came up with the idea of evidence-based policing, which he said was made up of two parts. Experimental studies to find out what works and ongoing evaluations of outcomes to find out what an intervention actually did (Brown, 2018).

Braga [2005] states that by utilising data and research to guide choices, evidence-based policing (EBP) strives to improve law enforcement. The use of scientific evidence for developing regulations and policies for law enforcement authorities is strongly emphasised by EBP. Its main goal is to improve policing effectiveness and lower crime rates by using tried-and-true techniques. Its main objective is to use tried-and-true methods to increase policing efficiency and decrease crime rates. One of the core principles of EBP is the need for police forces to be more proactive in lowering crime. This requires identifying and addressing the root causes of crime. The approach is based on the notion that, as opposed to occurring at random, several social, economic, and environmental factors impact crime. Police can lower the likelihood of criminal conduct by addressing these underlying reasons. In order to support decision-making, EBP puts a strong emphasis on using analytics and data. To do this, data must be collected and analysed about crime trends, police work, and other important factors. The information gathered can then be used to find the areas with the most crime and make plans for how to fix them. For example, if data shows a rise in property crimes in a certain area, police can use their resources to increase patrols or take other preventive steps (Braga, 2005).

The value of cooperation and partnerships in producing effective outcomes is another crucial component of EBP. EBP recognises that effective policing necessitates collaboration and coordination among numerous stakeholders, including members of the community, decision-makers, and other law enforcement agencies. These groups can develop and put into action efficient crime-fighting methods by cooperating. Overall, evidence-based policing is a promising strategy that can boost police productivity and lower crime rates. Police can create focused programmes that address the underlying causes of crime by using research and statistics to make informed judgements. Additionally, working with community members can promote trust and teamwork, which will ultimately result in better outcomes for all parties concerned (Sherman, 2013). 

In recent years, the strategy of evidence-based policing (EBP) has become increasingly prominent. Police decisions and practises are guided by scientific research and data. EBP incorporates various criminological theories, but some have a more significant impact than others. The social disorganisation theory is a significant theory that supports EBP. It proposes that specific communities are more susceptible to criminal activities because of the failure of social control mechanisms. Police can enhance public safety and decrease crime by tackling the underlying factors of social disorganisation, such as inequality and poverty.

The routine activities theory suggests that the likelihood of crime increases when three factors come together: motivated offenders, suitable targets, and the lack of capable guardians. Police can prevent crime and reduce victimisation by identifying and addressing these elements. The theory of crime pattern highlights the significance of examining crime data to recognise patterns and trends. Police can enhance their effectiveness and lower crime rates by deploying resources more efficiently based on this information.

Body Worn Video (BWV) cameras are discreet, noticeable items worn by and fastened to the uniform of officers. When officers respond to all kinds of occurrences, they are employed to record audio and video evidence. All police personnel who interact with the public receive them. Viewers of the video observe the scene from 

the officer's point of view due to the camera's placement. The camera serves as an objective eyewitness (metropoliton police, 2022). The goal of using them in evidence-based policing is to improve the accuracy and dependability of the evidence that is collected during police encounters and to make police operations more open and accountable. 
Body-worn cameras can help in many ways, such as reducing complaints against police officers, improving the public's view of the police's power and fairness, and making it more likely that criminal suspects will be found guilty (Lum, 2019). Lum [2019] also states that BWCs impact on both officer's and civilians behaviour, The effect that BWCs have on how officers act, as measured by their use of force, reports, arrests, citations, and proactive actions. Lum[2019] said that the number of reports from citizens could also be a way to measure how people act. The effect that BWCs have on how people act, as judged by how well they follow police orders (like not resisting arrest or attacking officers). Studies that look at this kind of effect might also look at whether BWCs keep people from doing bad things or acting out of line. Some studies have also looked at how ready people are to call the police (as victims or witnesses) or help with criminal investigations and have found that people have been more likely to call the police since the BWC. Therefore BWCs are a useful tool for law enforcement organisations because they can improve the quality of evidence collected during police encounters and make law enforcement operations more open and accountable. Using BWCs can lead to good changes in law enforcement, such as more accurate police records, less use of force, and a higher rate of criminal convictions.

Body worn cameras have the potential to reduce the likelihood of police officers engaging in unlawful acts or abusing their power. The implementation of BWCs is a positive move towards transparency and accountability in law enforcement. It allows for a more accurate account of events and can hold officers responsible for their actions. It's wonderful to see an opportunity for law officers and the people they serve to work together and strengthen their relationships. Using BWCs can help you enhance your skills and grow as a professional. Police stations have the opportunity to use BWC footage to enhance officer training and support, as well as identify areas for growth and improvement. BWCs have the potential to enhance the quality of evidence used in criminal cases and investigations (White, 2014).
Although body-worn cameras are a great way to improve our evidence based policing there are always weaknesses for example, Body-worn cameras have the potential to record footage of people in private settings, which raises questions regarding individuals' right to privacy (White,2014).  Ariel [2015] stated that there is a limited field of view, body-worn cameras can only record what is visible to the camera, which could exclude crucial background or information (Ariel, 2015).  With any modern technology there's also a need for managing and storing data: Body-worn cameras produce a lot of data which can be hard and costly to manage, store, and analyse (white,2014). Lum [2019] also states that the appearance of body-worn cameras could change how officers and members of the public act, which could make people feel safer or more likely to follow the rules. Another downside to body-worn cameras is that they may malfunction or fail, just like any other technical gadget, which could cause footage to be lost or damaged. 
There is also limitations with body-worn cameras such as Privacy issues, The privacy of the officer and the general public may be invaded by the usage of body-worn cameras. Another issue is inefficient police work Police efforts may become less effective if cops wear cameras because they may change their behaviour, Use of biased cameras Body-worn cameras may be used selectively, which could lead to bias and affect how the public views the police. The fourth limitation with body worn cameras is that there is only partially accessible, Due to expense and technological restrictions, not all police departments have access to body-worn cameras, which leads to uneven enforcement. There is also an absence of rules and restrictions Body-worn camera usage is subject to few rules and regulations, which causes uncertainty and variance across police departments (Williams, 2018).

Body-worn cameras have the potential to offer many different advantages in dealing with anti-social behaviour. BWCs have the potential to provide valuable evidence of incidents that can be used in legal proceedings and prosecution. Body-worn cameras can capture video and audio footage that can serve as reliable evidence of incidents, helping to prevent disagreements or unfounded accusations. Furthermore, the utilisation of body-worn cameras can enhance openness and responsibility. Because of their meetings with the public are being recorded and can be looked at, police officers who use body-worn cameras are expected to act accordingly.  Local communities can benefit from having more trust and faith in the police service. When it comes to anti-social behaviour, there are limitations on using body-worn cameras. Body-worn cameras can be expensive since they need a big investment in both the technology and the supporting system. In addition, the utilisation of body-worn cameras may cause an increase in privacy issues. its understandable why people might worry about being recorded without their permission, especially if they're not doing anything illegal. There are people who worry that body cameras' recordings could be misused or exploited, especially if there are no safeguards to prevent such actions (WCCTV, 2022). 

However, Body worn cameras are a great way to prevent anti-social behaviour as when there are body-worn cameras around, people tend to avoid doing things that are not socially acceptable. This is because they know that their actions are being recorded. This may result in a decrease in the total amount of anti-social behaviour occurrences. Body-worn cameras can also give clear and unbiased proof of cases of anti-social behaviour. By using the footage, the police service and courts can recognise the culprits and back up legal proceedings, ultimately raising the likelihood of a conviction. This could discourage people from committing the same crime again and make the community safer. By providing an accurate record of police interactions with the public, body-worn cameras may assist in improving police accountability. As the public is confident that its concerns will be taken seriously and fully investigated, this can serve to increase trust and confidence in police service (Lesic, 2016).

In conclusion, the use of body-worn cameras by law enforcement officials has recently become a contentious issue. Others question their capacity to lessen police violence and enhance relationships with the community, while some believe that they boost accountability and openness. Body cameras may help officers behave more appropriately and receive fewer complaints. however, how body cameras work and the laws that govern their usage will determine how effective they are in enhancing the police service. 
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