Task 4
Safeguarding Children:
Both adult and child safeguarding is now covered by the “Wales Safeguarding Procedures” (Social Care Wales, 2019) which has brought clarity and made it easy to access the procedures. The safeguarding of children was covered in the main by the Children Act (2004). Section 28 of the Act imposes a duty on local authorities and other bodies to have regard to the safeguarding of children when undertaking their duties. This is now largely covered by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBWA) 2014. This sets out in parts 3 and 4 that local authorities have a duty to assess and meet the care and support needs of children. Part 7 of the SSWBWA also states that local authorities must establish safeguarding children’s boards regionally to look into issues around safeguarding. 
The regional boards then brought in the “Wales Safeguarding Procedures” (2019) to build upon the legislation and make it easier for practitioners and the public to follow the safeguarding mechanisms. This aims to standardise the approach across Wales and make it easily accessible through the app. They replace the “All Wales Child Protection Procedures” (Welsh Government, 2008) and are published digitally only to ensure they are always up to date.
The “Wales Safeguarding Procedures” for children (Social Care Wales, 2019) underpinned by the SSWBWA (2014) primary legislation make it clear that safeguarding and protecting children is everyone’s responsibility. Practitioner’s need to be clear on their own organisational safeguarding procedures and seek to promote the welfare of children at risk of harm, abuse or neglect. Practitioners should always adapt a child-centred approach (Welsh Government, 2014). In practice this requires the child’s best interest being the priority, the rights of the child should always be upheld and practitioners should always seek to have regard to the child’s views, wishes and feelings (Law Wales, 2023). Furthermore, it is important that practitioners share appropriate information and work in partnership with other agencies. Practitioners should also be aware of the United Nations Convention on Children’s Rights (United Nations, 1992) which upholds a number of rights of children such as the right to a private life, education and to be free of violence. All of which could be part of safeguarding procedures.
It is important to note that a child only needs to be at risk of harm, abuse or neglect rather than actually experiencing it. This is in line with the preventative ethos of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBWA) (2014) and means that practitioners must be proactive in looking for signs of such harm. Early intervention can prevent problems from escalating and avoid children experiencing Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) which research has demonstrated can negatively affect individuals throughout their lives (Public Health Wales, 2022). 
If a practitioner has concerns for likely or actual Significant Harm then this will trigger a section 47 enquiry under the Children Act (UK Government, 1989). Practitioners will go to investigate this harm and have the power to put things in place to prevent any significant harm occurring. This could lead to child protection procedures which can lead to a child being removed from the care of the responsible adults.
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B) Differences Safeguarding:
Adult safeguarding has now been put on an equal footing with children’s safeguarding through the “Wales Safeguarding Procedures” (2019). This is legislatively underpinned by the SSWBWA (Welsh Government, 2014) which legislates for regional safeguarding boards to be in operation covering both adult and child safeguarding with a duty to investigate the risk of an adult or child being at risk of harm, abuse or neglect and determining whether they have needs for care and support. This is in line with an underpinning principle of the SSWBWA (2014) which is to prioritise preventative work and early intervention. 
There remain some key differences though between adult and child safeguarding. In adult safeguarding in line with upholding an individual’s human rights such as a right to a private life, an adult can consciously decide whether they want to receive any support or participate in the safeguarding procedures. As long as the individual in question is deemed to have mental capacity then they can choose not to engage in the process. Whether or not a person has mental capacity is adjudged by the Mental Capacity Act (2005) and is time and decision specific. An important principle is that a person should be able to make an unwise decision and that this should not be used as an example of someone lacking capacity. This aligns with the ethos of the SSWBWA (2014) which strives to work in partnership with the individual so far as possible. As the threshold for proving a lack of capacity is high, this provides in itself a safeguard against the overreach of the state into an individual’s private life (Human Rights Act, 1998). 
In contrast to this in children’s safeguarding, a child is deemed to not have the capacity to make decisions for themselves although it is extremely important that their voice is heard. There is though the long-standing principle of the “Gillick Competency” (1986). This establishes the notion that in some circumstances a child could consent to medical treatment without their parent’s consent if they were deemed to fully understand the implications of their decision (Gillick Competence). This means that in certain circumstances young people are able to make informed decisions about their own lives (NSPCC, 2022). It is also important to remember that children have rights as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1992) which was brought into British legislation by the United Kingdom government. This includes a duty through Article 19 to protect children from violence. This must be taken into account when the safeguarding of children is to be considered.
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