At the beginning of this module, I was very guarded. I am an individual who is easily influenced and distracted by new opportunities. I knew there were many different avenues I could potentially explore within this industry and Stage Management honestly made me feel very overwhelmed. When initially applying for UWTSD, I felt that Set design would allow me to have blinkers. When I found out that the course was merging with Theatre Design and Production, I was nervous but extremely excited as I knew I would have the opportunity to explore Prop Making. 

I was very cautious with my approach to prop making as it was something I had considered before. There’s so much more to it than I first realised and although the workshops were enjoyable, I went in with the attitude of giving it a go and having fun with it rather than being academically aware. The one workshop I didn’t do well in or enjoyed was the drinks workshop. I am someone who gives either all or nothing. I found it incredibly difficult to engage with the task due to my social anxiety and not being confident enough in my approach or decision making. I am now aware that this is something I must work on. When approaching similar situations, I must have more self-confidence which will in-turn, allow me to be able to crack on with upcoming tasks with a more academic and professional approach whilst ignoring the fear of failure and embarrassment.

Throughout the module, one script that I enjoyed working on was ‘The mountaintop’ - mainly figuring out what props were needed for each department which forced me to visualise the environments gaining an understanding of whether the props were part of the design element or an actual functioning prop, which is a common grey area between Prop and costumes. 

I find comfort in planning and organising for people, I am naturally an overthinker, I always think of the worst possible outcomes to be prepared for if or when they do arise. I feel if I am to use that in situations when acting as a DSM, I believe I would be very effective. 
I really enjoyed playing the role of DSM, particularly because I got to wear a headset and sit at the tech desk. This has been by far the most exciting thing I have done so far during my studies at UWTSD. If I have another opportunity at blocking a script, I will approach the cues more confidently, and remembering that if an LXQ and SNQ are needed to be called at the same time, not to be afraid at saying it together (LXQ 1, SNQ1 - G.O). If I were to consider going down the route of DSM, I feel I would excel at it. I enjoy planning, labelling, printing things out, and creating a system that works for everyone however, I must first prioritise myself. I must learn to apply these skills towards my own work. 

This module clearly demonstrates what I have not achieved, particularly when I lost my notebook. I will ensure that this will never happen again. I will make certain that I approach future modules with a more enthusiastic and professional attitude, keeping up to date with a daily diary or voice recording. One of the biggest challenges I faced was managing my time. I had too many responsibilities outside of university that ate away at my days. This added a lot of pressure along with my commute to university that can take valuable time out of my day. I have already started to make improvements with this as I have spoken to my boss at work and come to an understanding that when deadlines are approaching my hours of work will be reduced. This has eased a lot of pressure and stress allowing me to not get as overwhelmed. What also did not help was the issues I faced with my partners foster brother, his behaviour became too much for all of us as he required 24/7 2:1 support. For my future modules, this will no longer be an issue as he has moved on to residential care therefore the environment at home is far less stressful. 
When approaching my new assignments and modules, I will be adopting the idea of ‘going to work’ where I will be dedicating more time towards my university work. Enabling me to have more professional notes and keeping on top of any tasks needed to be completed. 


Overall, I am disappointed with my performance and approach through the entirety of this module however I am pleased that I have submitted something and have tried the role of DSM. This module has taught me valuable lessons that I plan on  adopting a new approach to future learning. 
