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Skills for Medievalists / Past Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills (HPMS7004, HPHI7015)
Week 1 'Deconstructing' research projects exercise
How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
Harriet Webster had previously edited the first English translation of the Annals of Dunstable Priory, translated by David Preest, for Boydell & Brewer after having been suggested for the role by her PhD supervisor, James Clark. The brainchild of Jean Yates, Project Manager of the Heritage Lottery funded ‘Medieval Dunstable Project’, Preest’s translation was viewed by Yates as crucial in achieving recognition of the historical importance of the medieval site at Dunstable. It is likely that whilst working on this project, Webster came up with the ideas for the research which led to her publication. 
How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
Using three versions of the manuscript as the central documents for her research, Webster sets out to build a picture of the religious order and place it in its’ wider context in thirteenth century England. This is achieved using the template of existing research regarding similar documentary resources and foundation histories in Yorkshire. 
Firstly, Webster tackles the question of authorship of the Annals with reference to the work of Paulini and Cheney. Webster gives her own opinions on the authorship based on an in depth research and analysis of the multiple handwriting styles and inks which make up the manuscript.
Webster then moves onto an appraisal of the Annals as an historical record. This is achieved by cross referencing the details in the manuscript with existing knowledge about this period. 
Finally, Webster investigates the purpose of the Annals by comparing them with ‘wider trends in the thirteenth century’ and drawing on the work of Given-Wilson and Clanchy.
I have no doubt that Webster also draws on her previous training and research in this particular field of study to assist her with the interpretations made in this publication.

What primary sources are used by the authors?
Why do you think the authors chose these particular types of primary sources?
Webster references five primary sources, two of which are versions of the Annals, a further two are annals of other institutions and the other one is a contemporary chronicle relating to the period discussed.
Situated close to Dunstable, the annals of St. Albans monastery would be a useful source for an alternative perspective of events from this period. I know little about the second institution but would imagine it would of use to compare and corroborate details and support the findings of the author. The chronicle of Ralph de Diceto was written around the same time as the Annals and would therefore prove a useful source to support or contradict claims made in the Annals.


Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
It is likely that Webster was in possession of the Preest translation of the Annals, having edited the publication personally. With regards to the other sources, the chronicle of Ralph de Diceto is accessible online as well as in print. The annals of Melsa or Meaux are also available in print and can be be accessed online or viewed at the British Library. Webster cites the book versions in her bibliography although it is uncertain as to whether these were viewed online. Both the Luard translation of the Annals and the translation of the Melsa annals formed part of the Rolls series which can be accessed online or perhaps from visiting the British Library.
Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? And if so, which?
I would imagine that the ‘Tiberius’ manuscript was accessed from the British Library archives and possibly the Rolls Series translations by Luard and Bond are also located here. 
Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? And if so, which?
With reference to Webster’s bibliography there does not appear to be materials that were sourced from online collections or databases although I have found some of the materials cited when carrying out my own online research.
How do the authors' use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debates which the article/chapters contribute to?
Webster uses the primary sources in order to contribute towards the historiographical debate regarding authorship of the annals and also to reiterate the growing importance of the reliance upon the written word and administrative processes. In addition, Webster uses quotations from the primary sources to support her findings and interpretations. 
List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the articles/chapters.
List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
I am slightly confused by the ‘Summary Task’ as these questions have been addressed in the previous questions and are cited in Webster’s bibliography.
