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Classmal Athens Essay 2: Concubines and

Prostitutes. s

Introduction 7 )
In this essay | will be discussing and engaging with a quoted piece text from Demosthené_{/_.-f’/
orations'sg,this oration is Apollodoros against Neaera which discuss the metic Neaera a
hetaeraé and her prosecution.

“If through the acquittal of this woman you drag the law through the mire and make it of no
effect, then the trade of the harlot will absolutely make its way to the daughters of citizens,
who through poverty are unable to marry, and the dignity of free-born women will descend to
the courtesans.”!

This is a small extract from Demosthenes dratlon 59, which discusses how release of Neaera
would make a mockery of Athenian law’ and how it could lead to poor citizen women becoming
hetaerae. Hetaerae in classical Athens would be treated as both teachers and women of the (7

AN
night, with hetaerae being either skilled in literature or musicallyinclined 2 (X X L v \

Whilst reez_ﬂr*n_g though Demosthenes oration 59 | learnt more about the 5|tuat|pn of Neaera
and her life as a Hetaerae_“ﬁ'“e multipla men claim to have had sex with her,\?eturnmg to the
extract within the first line it gives us a understa nihng to the seriousness of the crime that
Neaera committed with Stephanus, her husband.

Another example that | found within the text that shows how serious the crime was when the
speaker discussed something he said to Stephanus, “I proposed that he should deliver up for
the torture the ‘women- -servants”3 this was proposed because the Apol odoros believe that n‘f ) i

(N (s

the women wbiere to stay true to hlS words and insist that Stepha nus ild is with another f {Uff‘

Athenian womefn then all charges would be dropped
N
In the last 3 lines within the extract it informs us th,et!netlc or slave womoén commonly ta kgﬁwe

on the job of a courtesanor a hetaera? and that itivery rarefor an Atheman citizento be
hetaerae thls mformatlon is important because it allows us a glance into the types of jobs that
metic WOmen yvould take.®

Continuing with the Demosthenes 59 after reading thoughout the rest of the speech | learnt
that Neaera and Stephanus married their metic daughters off to citizqm c{éi_m'ing'tﬁat theyare
citizen women, because of this we can glance into the point of view of 'Apollodows and what
looks to be his anger at the idea of an metic women being passed off as a citizen and how
Neaera false pIay with her da ughters enda ngers what he believes to be his culture.
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Classical Athens Essay 2: Concubines and
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In conclusiony fbelrevg,that this text is extremely relevant to the topic that | am research as it
Ao

helps grant me some insight to the average life of a prostitute in classical Athens.
? .
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