Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.

Body worn cameras give several benefits for the police officers who are given them. These benefits include several factors that make evidence based policing easier by giving more access to information and allowing that evidence to be analysed. Evidence based policing requires information and intelligence at the start to allow tactics and preventive measures to be used. Body worn cameras also can show how a location improves after the implementation of evidence based policing approach but, there are potential ethical issues cased by the use of body warn camaras.
Classical criminology has different theories that have developed from it these include rational choice theory and routine activities theory. There are also other theories such as crime pattern theory, all these theories show that body worn cameras assist in evidence-based policing. Rational choice theory is the theory that criminals behave criminally when the reward for the crime is greater than the risk of punishment for the crime (Clarke & Felson, 1993). Body worn cameras increase the risk for the offender by creating a larger amount of evidence. There will be more evidence as the body worn cameras will record the evidence as well as a normal policed report, would be provided for evidence. Routine activities theory states that a crime will occur when there is a motivated offender that is a suitable target and a lack of suitable guardian (Cohen & Felson, 1979). Body worn cameras increase the effectiveness that a person will provide a capable guardian.  Security cameras and police officers are both capable guardians and body worn cameras put the capable guardians in the suitable place. The body worn camera is always recording which means that it is acting as a security camera that can move around. The body worn camera allows for better evidence gathering for a police officer which increases the polices officers’ ability to gather evidence making them more effective. Crime pattern theory is the theory that criminals behave like normal people when not committing crimes and that their targeted areas are the places between locations that they normally visit. These locations typically have less functions to keep people safe from crime (Santos, 2022). Body worn cameras mean that police officers who are traveling in the same location can record crime that is committed in the location which increases the chance that somebody won’t be victims and a prosecution can occur. 
Body worn cameras are constantly recording but deleting videos at the same time. When a police officer believes that it is required to save the video of a crime, they will turn the body cameras on fully which will record and save from 60 seconds before a crime occurred and they turn their cameras on (Metropolitan Police, 2021). This means that an event that is directly leading will be more likely be seen. Body worn cameras recording system, allows for a contact of a crime to be recorded and analysed which gives an understanding of have and why a crime occurred.  This allows for better data that can be used to decide and approach that evidence based policing will use as well as a comparison between before and after an evidence based policing approach was used in an area for example if people were assaulting police officers regularly on a location body worn cameras could be used to identify several factors which lead to the assault such as location, behaviour or other factors that are visible (College of Policing, 2014). This could allow for a better comparison between different locations.  This means the level and reliability of a problem oriented policing approach could be analysed and scrutinised. This means that a method could obtain a higher score on the Maryland scale. This scale gives a number between one and five which shows the quality of a method’s research. Body warn cameras allows for more data points which will allow for a better evaluation which can inform and support other locations decisions. 

Body worn cameras give several advantages for police officers. Cameras record a direct image of what they can see as appose to memory which can be altered consciously based on the officer’s opinion or other factors. The memory could also be altered subconsciously. This could be due to stress or emotion this means that police officers can analyse exactly what happened in their point of view with the body worn cameras (Luethi, et al., 2008). This can validate a police statement or report and acts as additional evidence and show events from non-emotional aspect which means that ethicises and moral perspective. Body worn cameras also give people more confidence within the police and the recordings could also be used to show when police officers have not acted appropriately and will therefore make the police fairer which could reduce cases of police brutality (Ariel, et al., 2014). 
Body worn cameras pose some threats for policing. They can make some people uncomfortable which can have different effects that will make policing more difficult some people may be uncomfortable to talk on camera which could impact the detail of the statement or report, this would give less evidence which is the opposite of the goal for body worn cameras. Other people may become aggressive when they become aware that they are becoming videoed which can add another factor that could cause an escalation which will make it harder. Whenever somebody been talking to the police, they can feel a wider range of emotions. These emotions could potentially affect the people talking to the police more if they believe they are being recorded this can make people extremely more nervous which would make them less likely to open and talk to a police officer which will have effects on a large part on the police part. This could cause people to distrust the police if they do not feel like they can talk to them about an issue that they are facing, this will have a knock-on effect with the ability of the police to gather evidence this is because information from the community could have a role in the evidence based policing approach depending on the crime. This means that the dark figure of crime could be increased if people are uncomfortable talking to the police about a crime that has been committed to them.  When interviewing a victim or witness the belief that they could be recorded through a video could make them less likely to give details that can be seen as embarrassing or distressing. People can feel embarrassed or distressed will natural be more restricted which means that they could feel like the police officers that are presented are doing more harm than good which could mean that they could be less willing to give less evidence and therefore waste police resources, allow potentially criminals prosecution and decrease the amount of evidence allowing to use for evidence based policing and which could allow the same amount or crime to happen more frequently.  On a day-to-day basis of using body worn cameras an officer could become overconfident or less confident. Over confidence could be due to the officer knowing that there will be evidence of their actions which could make them think that they could use as evidence to prove they did nothing wrong if they can just provide based on their opinion. Under confidence could be caused by feeling that every action if monitored and observed as well as the knowledge of them being recorded could have the same effect as it does on regular citations but this would be lessoned overtime and would likely be common with new officers. Body worn cameras do not ensure that officers will behave ethically as they could not put their camera on to full record mode which could mean the evidence of their misconduct would automatically be deleted. 
Body worn cameras cause potentially ethical issues from their use. In most situations being recorded could potentially exceed the standard of consent that the public give the police so that they can do their job. This could have a wide range of effects based on other factors within and outside of the police. The idea of policing by consent requires that the police remain within boundaries of the public consent (Home office, 2012). 
Violent crimes include many different crimes. These include assault battery and actual bodily harm and grievously bodily harm. These Crime caused by several issues which would require different responses. The body worn cameras record the starts of an incident which would allow for a more comprehensive understanding of why a crime occurred.  The video that the body worn cameras record can be used as evidence to plan a response.

 The pre incident video can show the immediate cause of the crime if the crime was committed in front of the police officer. The behaviour and actions of the offender can show the reason why the offender committed the crime for example, if multiple individual committing assault while visible drunk could indicate an issue with violent crimes being caused by intoxication. This would mean that the approach to help the community would need to focus on managing organisation that provide alcohol. 
For more serious crimes as such as actual bodily harm and grievous bodily harm the pre incident recordings from the body worn cameras could show the leader which depending on the length could give a much better indication of what’s happened. A suddenly occurring crime could indicate a crime of passion. This would be a single event and not an issue within a community. A crime that progresses from verbal to physical would have prefight indicators which could show a lot of options. This means that the information that could be gather from body warn camaras would be limited.

 
Evidence based policing approach by using body worn cameras has not been thoroughly researched this means that fully evaluating the effeteness of body worn cameras will not be fully comprehensive on all aspects at the time of writing (Lum, et al., 2019).  Despite this body worn cameras produce a higher enough quality video to be used as evidence which means that they will be able to aid in the evidence gathering process. For violent crimes this will be why a violent crime occurred and will therefore help to understand if there is a over arching issue within a community and if there is and then body worn cameras will give them the most objective detail and show changes over time to evaluate either if a specific approach was functional. 
Body worn cameras have given new ways to gather evidence and evaluate a method of helping the community as well as potentially making officers more effective for evidence gathering. They have also made a public potentially safer from police issues and assisting in prosecution of criminal individuals. 



















