


Why Is Climate Change the Biggest Threat to Humanity? 

An article by William J. Ripple and his colleagues indicated that climate change could cause major destruction to ecosystems, societies, and economies. And the results can be extremely severe, even leaving some areas of the Earth inhabitable.
Considering this and many other evidence of climate change’s destructive nature, I believe it is currently the biggest threat to humanity compared to other problems.
For example, deaths from a sedentary lifestyle can decrease if people start exercising daily. Similarly, the robotic revolution is unlikely to take over human jobs completely because of some serious limitations. But climate change is not something easy to control and has already started affecting humanity in most inhumane ways. 
With that being said, I will discuss all the major threats climate change poses to humanity supported by evidence. So let’s get started.  
Increased Risk of Diseases 
Factors that lead to climate change, like fossil fuel burning, can adversely affect human health. The contaminants from the air can reach one’s lungs, heart, or even bloodstream, leading to multiple life-threatening diseases.
According to research, around 8 million people died prematurely worldwide in 2018 due to fossil fuel burning. This figure is almost double the annual deaths caused by a sedentary lifestyle. As per reports by the World Health Organization, around 3.2 million people die yearly due to physical inactivity. 
I think this comparison presents a wider picture of which factor poses a high potential threat to humanity. 
Heat Waves
Greenhouse gasses, the major culprit behind climate change, are responsible for trapping heat in the Earth’s atmosphere. Due to this, the world’s temperature is predicted to rise by 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2050. While it can increase by 2 to 4 degrees Celsius till 2100. 
If that happens, human life would have to face some major consequences. High temperatures worsen chronic conditions and can prove fatal in severe cases. And it is also linked with preterm birth and pregnancy complications.

Increased Droughts 
A prominent example of climate change leading to a food crisis can be seen in Africa. According to the United Nations, the region’s agricultural productivity has declined by 34%.7 And the lack of rain is to be believed as there are no irrigation systems in Africa. The farmers majorly rely on rainfall. 
Similarly, even developed countries like the US are victims of climate change’s agricultural effects. Since the early 2020s, the country’s southwest region has experienced the most severe drought in the last 12 thousand years because of decreased annual rainfall and high temperatures.  
Unprecedented Floods
A recent example of flooding brought on by climate change is Pakistan, where the 2022 flood affected around 33 million people, leaving them dead or homeless. Similarly, there has been flooding in Sudan’s southern area for four straight years now.
Scientists have already predicted a rise in different types of floods if greenhouse gasses keep emitting at the current rate. And they also expect that increased temperatures will lead to frequent flash floods of higher magnitude. The consequences of this can be more destructive.
Not only infrastructure but flash floods have adverse effects on human health as well in the form of injuries, animal bites, undernutrition, etc.
Bottom Line: 
I will end this with a quote from a researcher, Ortiez Bobea. According to him, people think climate change is a distant problem that will show its effects in future years, but little do they know that it has already started to affect humanity in the worst possible ways.










[bookmark: _2jcwng75invn]Crisis Management and Conflict Resolution: Two Vital Skills That Help One Succeed Professionally 
UNIT2
Professional skills play a vital role in deciding the success of your career, irrespective of your field. Moreover, having technical information about the area of study is crucial; something else that extensively matters in the workplace is how well you can manage conflicts and crises. These two situations are common in workplaces.
In that case, a set of multiple abilities can help, but here we will target two of the most crucial ones from what we learned in unit 2. They are conflict resolution and crisis management. So without any further ado, let’s shine a light on how both of these skills can significantly determine your success. 
[bookmark: _s0oeu5jtkr4z]Why Is Crisis Management Crucial to Succeed In Professional Life?
A crisis, a series of disturbing events, can happen anywhere, professionally or personally. The feeling of fear that accompanies it is something that needs to be dealt with to succeed professionally. 
It matters for the reputation of the company you work for or the brand you have built. Crises can be of multiple types; of course, we won’t go into detail about them. Because our main focus is to define how crisis management skills can help one have a successful career.
Let’s understand that with the below points: 
· If you know the right crisis management skills, you will never panic when a disaster hits. It is crucial to understand that panicking won’t help in any scenario. The key is effectively addressing the issue and utilizing available resources to resolve it instead of creating havoc about it.
· Without a crisis management plan, you would act hastily. Although a sense of urgency is important as you want to solve the problem as soon as possible, it can still lead to nervousness. 
· A leader without crisis management skills can never benefit an organization. It is because providing your perspective is crucial as you are someone whom everyone will look up to. Similarly, it helps manage chaos if you can adequately handle concerns from your employees.  
· Lastly, with a crisis management plan, you will realize the importance of changing your strategies. Not every problem can be solved in the same way; hence you must observe and curate different solutions according to the magnitude of the problem.[footnoteRef:1] [1: ] 

[bookmark: _ymg3vx5dmym]Importance of Conflict Resolution for a Successful Career 
Conflict resolution is valuable in several instances, typically to build peaceful relationships in the working environment. With underlying arguments between employees, productivity is one thing to suffer the most.[footnoteRef:2] [2: ] 

Collaborating on projects may get complicated, while the focus quotient also declines. All this will eventually affect the capabilities of the workers in passing personal and professional milestones. 
Let’s briefly overview the benefits one can get if he possesses proper conflict-resolving skills:
· Conflict itself is not something bad. With the correct approach, employees having different opinions can pave the way to developing new ideas, innovations, and problem-resolving techniques. 
· People with skills to resolve conflict will also have other qualities like emotional awareness and empathy. All these aspects are vital in creating satisfactory relationships, both professionally and personally. Resolving arguments peacefully will further strengthen one’s bond with others. 
















UNIT3:
[bookmark: _xrb5yudk3gjf]Merits and Shortcomings of Design Thinking 
Did you know almost all the big companies like IBM, Google, PepsiCo, and Nike consider design thinking as an integral part of their business conduct? It won’t be wrong to call this approach one of the reasons behind their massively successful business ventures. 
This proves that any organization can claim its way to success by following the pathway of design thinking. However, with all the merits, it has a few shortcomings too that may result in inefficient outputs. 
In this blog post, I will shed light on the positive side and limitations of design thinking skills, especially concerning our study areas. So, without any further ado, let’s get started. 

Merits of Design Thinking 
[bookmark: _9pii0b8c6fyu]Design thinking is a skill that comes with several benefits for any firm as a whole. I have mentioned the two of its advantages that I find the most helpful for my study area. 
1. Improved Customer Satisfaction
The road to developing innovative products becomes clear when we have a solid grip on design thinking skills. This is especially useful when there is an intention to produce something that makes customers’ lives easier. Revenue generation is also a secondary goal of design thinking that equally matters. 
With design thinking capabilities, one can easily think of ways to improve existing products. And then eventually end up creating something out of the box targeting customers' pain points. With a satisfied customer, greater business performance comes as a plus.
Moreover, the monetary benefits of design thinking are also endless for a firm. According to data from McKinsey, businesses that follow design thinking practices can achieve 56% higher returns than those that avoid it.
2. Overcome Cognitive Fixedness
To understand how design thinking helps overcome cognitive fixedness, it is important to know what it actually is. It is a state of mind in which a person presumes a single way to interpret any situation. Their mind cannot think of any alternative, eventually limiting their creativity. 
However, design thinking skills can help recover this by letting one explore different sides of a product. For example, you can ask yourself what else a product is capable of or what if I try to solve this problem differently instead of the traditional method.[footnoteRef:3] [3: 
] 

This opens up the chances of developing something new and unique, which is the ulterior motive of design thinking. 
[bookmark: _caev0msxqtvd]Shortcomings of Design Thinking 
Let’s explore a few limitations of design thinking in this section. 
1. [bookmark: _5d1zr44bilrr]Not a Linear Process 
On paper, design thinking may look like a straightforward 6-step process. But the reality is entirely opposite. It is a series of crazy trials with no guarantee of fixed results. Hence, one should always be ready for unpredictable outputs.
Expecting quick results or surrendering to the urge of taking shortcuts will only result in disappointments. 
2. [bookmark: _jwezsjhdbp9o]Knowledge Gap in Team Members
All team members must be on the same page to get effective results from design thinking. However, achieving this goal is difficult as people who conduct research and analyze insights are always one step ahead.
On the other hand, the project sponsor and core team might not know enough about the problem. This gap in the knowledge scale can lead to confusion and inefficiencies during the project.
While design thinking is an ideal approach for bringing monetary success and reputation to any firm, it still has some limitations that must be solved for effective outcomes.
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