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[bookmark: _Toc110724450]Introduction
I have been given the duty of writing a report on academic talents and their significance to students in higher education as part of this project. The importance of the abilities I have selected and their advantage for the students are the major topics of this report. Academic skills are necessary for students to succeed in schools, colleges, universities and during their daily working lives. Having these skills will increase the student’s awareness and be transferrable to their future. Time management is crucial for students because they will need to organise their workload, enjoy their studies whilst also having to learn, and become more independent. It also serves as a communication tool that equips students with the necessary abilities for higher education. When a student has assigned tasks, staying organised is important. They must prioritise their work, pay attention, and be motivated. Students who work on their academic abilities will learn more effectively in university, will have a significant impact on their everyday lives, both while they are and in their future careers.

Research question
Understanding how significant technology is to our daily lives and the value that society places on it is essential, as is attempting to identify any barriers that might prevent students from engaging in courses or even the further in-depth learning experience. The research question for this paper was one that the authors felt strongly enough about to work together. I want to know whether having a solid understanding of technology is necessary in the twenty first century or if it is a barrier to progress. Although technology has rapidly become a need in our daily lives, research articles imply that there may still be a considerable cost associated with it. Yau and Chengs journal article written in 2012 research “Are students confident in using technology to collaborate?”. In asking this question, I want to know if having a solid understanding of technology is necessary in the twenty first century or if it is a barrier to progress for those who want to advance. Even though technology has rapidly become a necessary component of our daily lives, scientific papers imply that gender may be a significant contributing factor. In a 2012 scientific study, Yau and Cheng investigated how men were more confident in using technology than women. Women were hesitant to learn modern technologies, leaving a gap between genders that was only growing (Yau and Cheng, 2012). 
The results of this questionnaire may reveal if Yau and Chengs theory is balanced or whether the gap has closed in the years since their report.

Method
The five-question survey was to be completed by students enrolled in the same course. Since it has been suggested that this technique makes it possible to gather information from many people at once and is reliable because it is restricted to providing numerical data (Gnffin and Phoenix, 1994), a measurable method was employed. Individuals complete the questionnaire anonymously, preventing social interest bias from influencing responses. According to Grimm (2016), when anonymity is prohibited, people believe you want to hear their honest opinions.
The open questions were intended to include checkbox and multiple-choice responses; however, a mistake in the questionnaires prevented section number three from being properly explored since the incorrect sort of format was entered. Each question was thoroughly examined to ensure that it matched the study’s objectives and provided a relevant technical statistics. The questions and options used for this study are in Appendix A.
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Description automatically generated]We emailed our questionnaires to one another as a study group so that we could each fill them out and learn more. Six responses were received, and these responses have been examined and evaluated. 

Ethical Consideration
In terms of research ethics, permission and consent are crucial. Participants must all understand the purpose of the study, how it will be utilised, and what they are consenting to for them to voluntarily participate in the research (University of Oxford, 2019). It would be beneficial to provide a brief summary of the study and a statement to read and agree to before moving on to the main objective if this questionnaire were to be repeated. The disclaimer would need to state the purpose of the study, how the data will be used, and with who the information will be shared with. Additionally, the disclaimer would state that if a person qualifies for the test, no personal data will be collected. 
According to data, 3.6 billion people worldwide are expected to have at least one account in 2020 (Tankovska, 2020). Therefore, it is expected that students will use technology to access social media in some way, and a convenient sample of participants in the course study group was easily available. A type of non-probability selection known as convenience sampling collects data based on participant availability. Since the study's resources and due date for the assignment's completion were constrained, convenience sampling was advantageous. The online UBI, which was part of the electronic questionnaire, was distributed to group members. Participants could access and complete the survey on their mobile devices, PCs, or through Moodle.

[bookmark: _Toc110724451]Results
Six people responded to the questionnaire, which took, approximately, a minute to complete.  When the participants were asked “Are you confident in using MS Teams to work with your peers?”, four people out of the six responded saying they did. This was the expected reaction and results; this is due to the conversations the group had had before the questionnaire took place.



Question three asked the pupils to rank how confident they felt using different applications, the applications being: MS teams, OneDrive, MS Word, WhatsApp, Moodle. From this graph I can see that most people felt most confident using MS teams and least confident using WhatsApp and Moodle. This may be because they are not as use to these apps but more use to others. 


The responses to these brief questionnaires question on whether or not participants felt at ease discussing ideas. 
Researchers can assess a study’s effectiveness with a limited sample size and make any necessary modifications by piloting a project before testing a broader audience. Learning several plating techniques makes the project more viable and saves time and money (Cadete, 2017). 

It’s possible that the first set of questions was altered to get the maximum information from the participants and that it was enlarged to include inquiries regarding technology both before and after the epidemic. They would have also been questioned about whether they thought they would have struggled less or more without a social media platform. Traditionally, surveys like the one I conducted for this study were sent via mail, phone, or in person. Recently, however, PC’s, smartphones, and tablets have become more popular for data collection. Traditionally, surveys are still preferred over more advanced ones in rural and remote areas, as just 10% of people living in this region of the United States have access to the internet (Jacobson-Gonzalez, 2015). 

Question five asked students to circle if they felt confident completing tasks that involve working with others using teams. They had the option to pick from; strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree. Half of the students didn’t feel too confident with this so they circled that they disagreed that they felt confident using OneDrive, but the other half did feel confident using OneDrive, so they agreed with the statement. This shows the range of different answers the students had chosen.

The last question stated, “there are times when I feel anxious about using OneDrive to collaborate with others”. Students had to pick how strongly they agree with this. Whilst some agreed, many also disagreed. This could be due to the age differences in the group, and if there was a larger sample group, the results would have varied more. 

[bookmark: _Toc110724452]Discussion
The responses to this brief questionnaire were sufficient to satisfy the criteria that participants indicate whether or not they felt at ease discussing philosophy in the classroom. Due to the antequiresses' variability, the questionable could only follow the same path. As a result of the fact that more people than toys were on this particular course, the results may be judged skewed due to the data obtained.


[bookmark: _Toc110724453]Conclusion
This was conducted to see whether participants felt confident in using technology to collaborate and communicate with others. Although this questionnaire contained many similarities and differences, question four had the most surprising results with a clear contrast between answers, this question was about how students felt about using technology to collaborate, the five emotions they had to rank from was: sad, happy, worried, angry or confident. Majority of the students felt anger when being asked to use technology to collaborate, this could indicate that the students didn’t understand how to do so or just preferred other ways to get in contact with their peers.  Others also got upset and worried when having to communicate through IT, this could be due to their lack of knowledge and understanding. We found that a small percentage of students were confident in using online methods of communication, but this consisted more of the younger students. The overall conclusion we came up with was for more help and training to be distributed towards the students that are less able or understanding. Many of the mature students were willing to participate in the extra help and training when asked as this is the only way to move forward.


Are students confident in using MS Teams to work with your peers?						

Yes	5	No	1	



Rank these applications in order of how confident you feel using them.

MS Teams	Person 1	Person 2	Person 3	Person 4	Person 5	Person 6	4	3	5	5	4	5	OneDrive	Person 1	Person 2	Person 3	Person 4	Person 5	Person 6	5	2	3	4	3	3	MS Word	Person 1	Person 2	Person 3	Person 4	Person 5	Person 6	2	4	2	3	5	4	Whatsapp	Person 1	Person 2	Person 3	Person 4	Person 5	Person 6	1	3	1	2	1	1	Moodle	Person 1	Person 2	Person 3	Person 4	Person 5	Person 6	3	1	4	1	2	2	
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