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The link for the mind map of the research proposal ideas is below:
https://mm.tt/app/map/3271881377?t=9DDAE5Xkzl
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
	NAME: 
Harrison Bright
	 ID No.: 2115653

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Combating drug trafficking in the UK - is enough being done?

There always appears to be a reoccurring nature in regards to drug crime, as the police do make arrests and appear to make a difference in the short term. However, despite this, it does appear that drug trafficking is a continual issue that reoccurs and with no definitive end goal. As such, my dissertation would like to explore whether enough is being done in regard to this in both the short term and long term.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 
The Research Aim:
To critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime/ drug trafficking.
The objectives for the Aim:
1) Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in the UK.
2) Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug trafficking/ drug crime.
3) Evaluate the public’s perception of how seriously drug crime/drug trafficking is being handled.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
A government report that would be considered to be used as a part of the research would be the Review of Drugs, Black (2020). In this report it offers many key statistics such as “27,000 young people now identify as gang members, many drawn int drug dealing” Black (2020). These statistics will be able to support objective 1; to explore the evolving nature of drug crime in the UK, as this report can provide key statistics to understand the state of crime in the UK. 
Another government report that would work with the last report would be the Review of Drugs Part Two; prevention, treatment, and recovery by the Department of Health and Social Care (2021). This report continues the work of the last report but also states strategies which the government would put in place. Such as “drug-focused prevention programmes in schools” (Department of Health and Social Care, 2021). Having a source such as this in my work will help assist me in adding information in regard to objective two. Considering this is discussing a strategy that the government has put into place in terms of preventing drugs, it may not influence current drug users at this moment in time. However, in terms of long-term goals, it would be a prevention tactic in regard to assisting young people who may be easily influenced. Making them aware of the effects of being involved with drugs and possibly drug crime in the future.
A strategic plan that’s in place which was created by the Home Department is called From Harm to Hope: a 10-year drugs plan to cut crime and save lives (2023). Reviewing a strategy such as this allows myself to be able to see how the government plans on combating drugs in the long term, considering it covers 10 years. Within this 10-year plan, there could be also short-term fixes until the 10-year plan is implemented which can be also reviewed. 
The current legislation surrounding illegal drug use is The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (Amendment) Order 2024 and The Misuse of Drugs and Misuse of Drugs (Designation) (England and Wales and Scotland) (Amendment and Revocation) Regulations 2024. This legislation allows me to establish what the current standards are in the UK in regard to drugs. Doing so makes it clearer what drugs are deemed as illegal, which will aid my research as I am aware of what substances to look for in my research in regard to objective two.
A different organisation report is by the National County Lines Coordination Centre (NCLLCC). This organisation released a report called the NCLCC County Lines Strategic Assessment 2020/2022 (2023). By reviewing this report, offers insight into how the police approach policing drug crime in various areas across the UK, as well as including statistics and themes of drug crime. This source could be used in assistance to objective one as it offers insight into drug crime or could be used about objective two as it also discusses policing strategies in terms of combating drug crime.
An organisation report that would be of assistance is Deaths Related to Drug Poisoning in England and Wales: 2022 Registrations by the Office for National Statistics (2023). This will be able to assist regarding objective one as it will establish the severity of drug crime. With offering numerous statistics in regard to taking illegal drugs such as “among males, there were 114.3 drug-poisoning deaths registered per million in 2022 (3,240 deaths), compared with 55.8 deaths per million among females (1,667 deaths)” (Office for National Statistics, 2023; Office for National Statistics, 2023). What could be then explored further is if there are issues with males being attracted to drug crime more as there is a large imbalance between both genders in terms of drug poisoning.
A textbook that can be used is Gangs, Drugs and (Dis) Organised Crime by Robert Mclean (2019). This textbook will offer information from an academic approach offering more of a background in relation to drug crime. In turn, assisting in terms of objective one as one of the book’s aims is “to shed light on gang organisation as a means for gang business by exploring the interplay between structure and activity, and how this evolves in conjunction with, and as a consequence of, gang evolvement” (Mclean, 2019). This will assist me when trying to understand drug crime from a policing standpoint as to how the police may look to counteract drug crime.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
A qualitative survey method being considered is a questionnaire. A questionnaire would consist of a multi-question document and within each question, a participant would be required to state an answer. These questions would have multiple choices however, only one answer is required per question. It would be an effective way of gauging data by asking enough people about the subject matter. In this questionnaire, I would like at least 100 people to participate as there is a significant proportion of data and having a large number of participants would make this data more accurate to the public’s perception as a collective.
Another qualitative survey method under consideration would be an interview. An interview would consist of multiple questions but with more depth than a questionnaire. Allowing an individual to answer more freely and honestly in terms of their opinion on the matter, meaning an individual’s opinion is heard as one person not as a whole collective. In this regard, I would allow lecturers, students and members of the public to participate as I would want a variety of opinions from different backgrounds. I would want to interview at least 20 people; this then would not overwhelm me but give enough information to review.
A quantitative survey method being considered is a questionnaire undertaken in such a way that I would position my street in a busy area, and ask participants to answer a single question. This questionnaire would consist of only one question in principle which can be conducted easily. This may not provide a vast amount of data like the previous questionnaire however; it could be done on a larger scale. This would mean there would be a much larger proportion of the public included allowing the public opinion to be more accurate This would include lecturers, students but mainly members of the public. As there would only be one question asked it could be asked to a vast amount of people; significantly more than other questionnaires, a goal for this questionnaire if used would be to ask 1,000 participants.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
I will be looking to include members of the public in my research as well as asking my lecturers and fellow students to participate in my research. I will want to get at least 100 participants involved if not a bigger sample, as the more people that are involved the more accurate the results will be toward society as a whole.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
· Department of Health and Social Care, Independent report - Review of drugs part two: prevention, treatment, and recovery 2021: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-drugs-phase-two-report/review-of-drugs-part-two-prevention-treatment-and-recovery
· Mclean, R., 2019. Gangs, Drugs and (Dis)Organised Crime. In: Gangs, Drugs and (Dis)Organised Crime. Bristol: Bristol University Press, p. 2.
· Office for National Statistics, 2023. Deaths related to drug poisoning in England and Wales: 2022 registrations. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoninginenglandandwales/2022registrations#:~:text=In%20England%20and%20Wales%2C%204%2C907,drug%20poisoning%20has%20risen%20every[Accessed 26 April 2024].
· NCLCC, 2023. NCLCC County Lines Strategic Assessment 2020/2022. [Online] 
Available at: file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/County%20Lines%20Strategic%20Assessment%202020-2022.pdf
[Accessed 27 April 2024].
· Review of Drugs, Dame Carol 
· Secretary of State for the From harm to hope: a 10-year drugs plan to cut crime and save lives First Annual Report 2022-23 July 2023:  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64b8f0482059dc00125d262c/15.109_HO_Harm_to_Hope_AR_2022-23.pdf 
· The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (Amendment) Order 2024 
· The Misuse of Drugs and Misuse of Drugs (Designation) (England and Wales and Scotland) (Amendment and Revocation) Regulations 2024





















[bookmark: _Toc166185851]Task 3: Ethics Form 

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  






SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Harrison James Bright

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David


	4
	Campus:
	Business Campus, Swansea


	5
	E-mail address:
	2115653@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	
07788988424

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2115653

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Criminology and Policing

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Laura Knight





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☒
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Combating drug trafficking in the UK - is enough being done?

	2
	Proposed start date:
	25/09 2024
	Proposed end date:
	3/5/2025

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
There appears to be no definitive end concerning combating drugs in terms of policing, as drug crime is always able to evolve either through different drugs being created or new dealers dealing with the same existing drugs. As per the Home Office (2021), “Cannabis is the most prevalent, followed by powder cocaine, MDMA, ketamine and amphetamine”.  This was not always the case as “heroin users increased markedly through the 1980s and early 1990s and that many also used crack as their drug-using career developed. Crime peaked between 1993 and 1995.” (Nick Morgan, 2014). So, it can be established that over time drugs can change in terms of popularity in the UK. Doing so can affect the crime rate as differing drugs cause different effects on abusers. I want to find out what the public's opinion on drug crime is, to see whether they think enough is being done. I will then be able to compare these opinions with sources I have found in order to see whether the public is aware of the current action being taken.
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

Combating drug trafficking in the UK - is enough being? I felt as though this was an appropriate title as it in itself is questioning whether the police and government are doing enough in regard to dealing with drug crime. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
To critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime/ drug trafficking in the UK. According to the National Audit Office (2023), “the UK does not have an effective drug prevention system, with the government having committed almost £30 million to reducing long-term demand”. This would need to be explored further and giving myself this research activity allows me to do so.


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
1) Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in the UK.
2) Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug trafficking/ drug crime.
3) Evaluate the public’s perception of how seriously drug crime/drug trafficking is being handled.
Objective 1 would lay the groundwork as it would allow me to look at different aspects of drug crime in the UK giving me a better overall picture of the previous and current state.
Objective 2 allows me to understand how the police, government and other agencies are managing drug crime currently and their plans for the future.
Objective 3 gives me a perspective of how the public views drug crime/ trafficking. From this, it can be evaluated whether the police and government need to consider the public’s current view on drug crime. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	The proposed methods of data collection will be through primary and secondary data. The Questionnaire will be to get primary data using qualitative research, by asking participants a variety of views regarding drug crime in the UK. There will also be secondary data collected as well by using other people’s research in the form of journals, statistics, documentaries and textbooks. This can be through research in the library or on the internet. Which will in turn back my own research but also give other points of view as opposed to my research.
(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Online using social media and email to request participants in the research.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☒
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☒
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	
Discuss why 
As I will be conducting a study on drug crime, this research will be able to look at the issues surrounding this within Wales. Allowing us to see how Wales can be improved generally by tackling this issue, and help Wales become healthier. (this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
100 participants

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Members of the public, fellow students, and lecturers.
(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Participant names will be anonymous but I will be requesting information on age, gender and location.

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	[bookmark: _Toc166185852]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc166185853]1
	[bookmark: _Toc166185854]Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	[bookmark: _Toc166185855]Yes 
	☐

	
	
	[bookmark: _Toc166185857]No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Participants may disclose strong opinions on drug use. Although not being asked about personal use of drugs some of their answers may suggest illegal activity.
Participants may be triggered by questions in relation to drug abuse and trafficking.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Ensuring that the questions are worded accurately. 
Putting a warning at the start of the questionnaire about the themes of the questionnaire.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	My research methods will possibly include sensitive topics including drug use and criminal activity. I will provide the below resources to the participants for support if required. I will also include a disclaimer that if illegal activity is disclosed it may need to be reported to the police.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/addiction-support/drug-addiction-getting-help/ 
https://www.talktofrank.com/get-help/find-support-near-you
0300 123 6600

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
Potential conflict of interest if participants are known to me.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
By making participants anonymous.


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
N/A


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:


N/A
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	I will thank participants for participating and explain how their information will be held. This will be where I include the support links for those who may need it. If people want to be informed of the results they can contact me through my university email.

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	I will put information on the first page of the questionnaire explaining the purpose of the research, how the data will be used and participants will be given the option to consent and continue or exit the questionnaire.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	All participant's names will be anonymous and will not be included as part of the questionnaire.
(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	x
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
May include political opinions regarding drug use, but it is needed as one of the objectives is to gain a perspective on the public’s opinion. However, each participant will remain anonymous.
Possibly also mental or physical health as drug use can affect this.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	All stored data will be kept on a laptop that is password protected. No personal data is being held, and all participants are anonymous.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	My research will be conducted electronically via a questionnaire. Therefore, the data will potentially be transferred electronically. This will be in accordance with GDPR and the Data Protection Act (2018) because there will be no personal data collected.

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Myself and my lecturer marking my work.


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Myself 


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	Any data will be stored on my computer or a memory stick, no one will be allowed access to either of these properties of mine throughout this investigation and they will be password protected. Once I have gathered and analysed my data, I will delete the data following the submission of my dissertation. (this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Harrison Bright
	Date:
1/5/2024



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




[bookmark: _Toc166185859]Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method 

[bookmark: _Toc166185860]The research method I chose was a questionnaire where I would be using qualitative research to obtain primary data during primary research. “Primary research is a research method that relies on direct data collection, rather than relying on data that’s already been collected by someone else.” (George, 2023). As such I wish to carry out the research myself as I will be able to control many variables although not all. The advantages of questionnaires are that they “are very cost effective, easy to analyse, reduce bias, less intrusive than a telephone or face-to-face surveys.” (Moodle Gower College Swansea, 2024). However, some of the disadvantages are that “not everyone may be motivated to take a questionnaire, especially if online, Unsuitable for those with literacy issues. Without careful design and testing, questionnaires can lead to misinterpretation and low response rates.” (NHS Gloucestershire ICB, 2022). 
While there are drawbacks, they are limited as I will encourage those whom I ask to take the questionnaire to help my research. While it would be not appropriate for those with a lack of literacy skills, the questionnaire would require participants to use literacy skills like reading in order to complete it and reading is a skill most people have. With my questionnaire, I will ensure that questions are not too difficult but difficult enough to keep the participant engaged.
In terms of using an interview in relation to a survey method, it may not be appropriate as some individuals would consider drug crime a sensitive subject and those individuals may not wish to discuss directly about the matter as such. Whereas a questionnaire is anonymous and would be able to be done online, which may encourage more individuals to come forward due to anonymity. The subject of drug crime requires in depth research and if I had chosen the questionnaire with only one question, it would not provide sufficient data. As opposed to the questionnaire I intend to use which will provide a variety of talking points and possible outcomes that can be reviewed.
The questionnaire I plan on using will have questions orientated in relation to drug crime as I wish to collect an array of data. Asking questions about participants' thoughts on drug crime and legislation surrounding it. I will ask participants geographically where they believe there are different levels of crime and other factors surrounding this.  


Task 5: Draft Research Questions

1. What gender are you?
· ·Male 
· ·Female
· ·Prefer not to say
2. What is your age?
· ·Under 25 years old
· ·26 to 35 years old
· ·36 to 45 years old
· ·46 to 55 years old
· ·55 years old and above
3. Where do you live?
· In a city 
· In a town
· In a village

4. How well do you feel you know the current legislation in place in regard to illegal drugs? On a scale from 1 to 10.
· ·Very little knowledge (1)
· ·A little knowledge
· ·Some knowledge (5)
· ·A reasonable knowledge
· ·A significant knowledge (10)
5. How do you feel the police are handling drug crime in the UK? 1 to 10
· ·Very poorly (1)
· ·Poorly
· ·Okay (5)
· ·Good
· ·Amazing (10)
6. What level do you feel drug crime is currently at in the UK? On a scale from 1 to 10
· ·Very low (1)
· ·Low
· ·Normal (5)
· ·High
· ·Very High (10)

7. What is your opinion on the legalisation of some drugs? On a scale from 1 to 10
· ·Strongly disagree (1)
· ·Disagree
· ·Neutral (5)
· ·Agree
· ·Strongly agree (10)

8. Please explain your answer to the last question.

9. Do you believe the government is helping those who are drug addicts enough? On a scale of 1 to 10
· Not at all (1)
· ·Adequate (5) 
· ·Significantly (10)

10. How would you describe the way police deal with drug use in the UK?

11. What more do you feel could be done to prevent drug trafficking?

12. Where do you believe serious crime (for example, murder or serious assault) predominantly takes place?
· ·In a city
· ·In a town
· ·In a village

13. Do you think there’s a correlation between drugs and the severe crimes occurring in these places?

14. Where do you believe low-level crimes (for example, property damage and theft) predominantly take place?
· ·In a city
· ·In a town
· ·In a village

15. Where in the UK do you believe drug crime is most predominant?
· ·In the cities
· ·In the towns
· ·In the villages
16. What ages do you believe are most vulnerable to drug addiction/crime?
· ·Under 25 years old
· ·26 to 35 years old
· ·36 to 45 years old
· ·46 to 55 years old
· ·55 years old and above
17. Do you believe the UK Government can deal with the drug problem in the long term? On a scale from 1 to 10.
· ·They will never be able to handle it (1)
· ·It is unlikely they can
· ·Unsure (5)
· ·They possibly could
· ·They will be able to eventually (10)
18. Where do you believe drug prevention is most targeted? 
· ·In the cities
· ·In the towns
· ·In the Villages
19. What is your stance on the current drug crime sentences? On a scale of 1 to 10.
· ·Very harsh (1)
· ·Harsh
· ·Reasonable (5)
· ·lenient
· ·Very lenient (10)










[bookmark: _Toc166185861]Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method 

The data analysis method I have decided to choose to use to analyse my questionnaire is qualitative data. According to the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2020) “Most approaches to analysing qualitative data involve some sort of coding. This means associating meaningful ideas (codes) with the data through a process of understanding and finding meaning in it.”. So, it must be understood what form of qualitative analysis will be used.
The data analysis method I have chosen is thematic analysis. Thematic analysis can be described as “a method for identifying, analysing and reporting patterns (themes) within data”. (Braun & Clarke, 2006) I have chosen this method because of the clear benefits. There are several benefits such as “Flexibility. Relatively easy and quick method to learn, and do. Accessible to researchers with little or no experience of qualitative research. Results are generally accessible to educated general public. A useful method for working within a participatory research paradigm, with participants as collaborators. Can generate unanticipated insights.” (Braun & Clarke, 2006)
 Some of the disadvantages in regard to thematic analysis are “credibility, transferability and dependability” (Nowell, 2017). Credibility in terms of how credible thematic analysis is in comparison to other methods, transferability in relation to a person’s discoveries and dependability in terms of the work being checked by others. While there are drawbacks that have significance as they do affect the nature of the work it does appear that the advantages sway in favour of thematic analysis. Due to the thematic analysis’s flexible nature, it offers a very compelling case as there can be a variety of data that will be found in the questionnaire. In my own research, I will use thematic analysis to look for a variety of themes throughout the questionnaire. Looking for what people think in regards to drug legislation and sentencing for crimes associated with them, being able to establish if people don’t agree with the current laws and if they believe the laws should change along with the sentencing. Another theme that I will look for is where the participants believe drug crime is most predominant and where drug prevention is most targeted. A possible theme that could prove interesting should it occur would be if participants felt as though the most help with drug prevention is in the villages, but the participants felt as though drug crime is most predominant in the city. It would prove that in this instance more needs to be done in order to support drug crime in cities or even suggest that there currently is not enough support.
A different theme that I would look for relates to the participant's feelings, in relation to the police handling of drug crime and how the participants feel the UK Government is able to deal with the drug problem in the long term. As both the UK Government and the police are intertwined, the participants could say that the police are handling drug crime well at this moment in time. However, they may feel this is temporary and do not trust the UK Government in the long term to make effective long-term changes.  
Therefore, I will use the thematic analysis method of analysing my data, reviewing the themes that arise within my data, and comparing these to my hypothesis about what I thought would come from my data. I will then use the themes and data to support my objectives, applying the public consensus to my research title while drawing conclusions on whether enough is being done to prevent drug crime/trafficking in both the short and long term.
























References
Black, 2020. Review of Drugs, s.l.: s.n.
Braun & Clarke, 2006. Qualatitive Research in Psychology. 2nd ed. s.l.:s.n.
Braun & Clarke, 2006. Qualitative Research in Psychology. In: Auckland: University of Auckland , p. 97.
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affiars, 2022. Statistical Digest of Rural England Crime, s.l.: Department for Environment Food and Rural Affiars.
Department of Health and Social Care, 2021. Review of drugs part two: prevention, treatment, and recovery. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-drugs-phase-two-report/review-of-drugs-part-two-prevention-treatment-and-recovery#increased-focus-on-primary-prevention-and-early-intervention
[Accessed 29 April 2024].
Frank, 2024. Find drug and alcohol support nar you. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.talktofrank.com/get-help/find-support-near-you
[Accessed 29 April 2024].
George, 2023. Primary Research Definition, Types and examples: Scribbr. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/primary-research/
[Accessed 2 May 2024].
Home Office, 2021. Research and analysis United Kingdom drug situation 2019: summary. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-kingdom-drug-situation-focal-point-annual-report/uk-drug-situation-2019-summary
[Accessed 2 May 2024].
Mclean, R., 2019. Gangs, Drugs and (Dis)Organised Crime. In: Gangs, Drugs and (Dis)Organised Crime. Bristol: Bristol University Press, p. 2.
Moodle Gower College Swansea, 2024. Advantages of Written Questionnaires. [Online] 
Available at: https://moodle.gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/209331/mod_resource/content/1/Advantages_of_Written_Questionnaires.doc
[Accessed 28 April 2024].
National Audit Office, 2023. Reducing the harm from illegal drugs. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.nao.org.uk/press-releases/reducing-the-harm-from-illegal-drugs/#report
[Accessed 2 May 2024].
National Crime Agency, 2024. County Lines. [Online] 
Available at: https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/drug-trafficking/county-lines
[Accessed 2 May 2024].
NCLCC, 2023. NCLCC County Lines Strategic Assessment 2020/2022. [Online] 
Available at: file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/County%20Lines%20Strategic%20Assessment%202020-2022.pdf
[Accessed 27 April 2024].
NHS Gloucestershire ICB, 2022. Questionnires. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.nhsglos.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/5.-Questionnaires.docx
[Accessed 26 April 2024].
NHS, 2023. Drug addicition: getting help. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/addiction-support/drug-addiction-getting-help/
[Accessed 26 April 2024].
Nick Morgan, 2014. The heroin epidemic of the 1980s and 1990s and its effect on crime trends - then and now Research Report 79, s.l.: Home Office.
Nowell, 2017. Thematic Analysis: Striving to Meet the Trustworthiness Criteria. 16(1).
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020. Analyse your data: evaluating digital health products. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/analyse-your-data-evaluating-digital-health-products
[Accessed 2 May 2024].
Office for National Statistics, 2020. Online bullying in England and Wales: year ending March 2020. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/onlinebullyinginenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020
[Accessed 27 April 2024].
Office for National Statistics, 2023. Deaths related to drug poisoning in England and Wales: 2022 registrations. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoninginenglandandwales/2022registrations#:~:text=In%20England%20and%20Wales%2C%204%2C907,drug%20poisoning%20has%20risen%20every
[Accessed 26 April 2024].
Secretary of state for the Home Department, 2023. From harm to hope: a 10-year drugs plan to cut crime and save lives First Annual Report 2022-23, s.l.: Home Department.
Victim Support, 2024. Cybercrime and online fraud. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/crime-info/types-crime/cyber-crime/#:~:text=Committing%20crimes%20online%20allows%20someone,be%20thousands%20of%20miles%20away.
[Accessed 1 May 2024].

Legislation
The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (Amendment) Order 2024 
The Misuse of Drugs and Misuse of Drugs (Designation) (England and Wales and Scotland) (Amendment and Revocation) Regulations 2024
2

image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE




