OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Monday 26th September 2022 AM


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in a primary school in Swansea, South Wales. The school caters for over 400 pupils in classes from Nursery to Year 6, of which approximately a quarter of pupils are entitled to free school meals.


The class was a Year 5 class, first lesson of the morning. The class was slightly disrupted due to no breakfast club in the school. The class had 26 pupils and the layout was that all pupils were seated at their desks. Sitting plan was quite relaxed, the teacher was new to this class and was content to allow the pupils to sit with friends.


All children had a mini white board with white board pen.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher began a maths session with the children by putting some sums on the board, the children were asked to write the answers on the white board and raise the board when they had finished. 

The teacher then asked children to raise their hand to provide the answers to the questions. There was one particular pupil who had the correct answer each time (I could see their white board), however, the teacher did not once ask this pupil for the answer. The teacher asked pupils with their boards up as well as pupils with no boards up.

Some pupils were rewarded with ‘points’ depending on their effort or their answer.





	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


I was unable to ask the teacher any questions as time was at a premium and I had to move to the next class and the teacher was called away. If I could, I would have asked for how she selects children to provide answers to questions. 

I would research if pupils who had high attainment needed recognition to help stimulate them or what would be the possible outcome if those pupils were not recognised in class and if this demotivated them.







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)




















Record 2
	Tuesday 27th September 2022 PM


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in a primary school in Swansea, South Wales. The school caters for over 400 pupils in classes from Nursery to Year 6, of which approximately a quarter of pupils are entitled to free school meals.

The school has two classes for each year group and the critical incident that I will be focusing on occurred in a Year 3 class of mixed gender. The normal class size is 27, however, on the afternoon that I was observing there were 19 pupils in class for a variety of reasons. I was made aware from another source who had completed an observation in the class that two of the pupils had become disruptive the previous day and that this was an ongoing issue and the two pupils in questioned had a history of disruptive behaviour. The two pupils concerned were not present at the time of my observation.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The observation took place directly after lunch where the teacher split the class into half where one half were to complete Maths work and the other half were to log onto the class chromebooks and play ‘Sumdog’. I had observed that at least two of the pupils who had a chromebook were disengaged whilst all of the pupils who were completing the structured Maths work were focused on their work.


Both pupils actively disinterested in participating, I approached them both and engaged with them and their reasons for not wanting to join in. Eventually, they did, however, not as much as the other pupils. 

The pupils taking part in the maths session were fully engaged with their work.





	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I spoke with both the aforementioned pupils and at the end of the session asked the teacher what was the reason for the split in participation. Based on the observations and the teachers response, this has led  me to believe that there is further research that can be carried out on class participation to explore the many variables involved to identify any effects, results and subsequent outcomes for the pupils. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)






















Record 3
	Tuesday 27th September 2022 PM


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in a primary school in Swansea, South Wales. The school caters for over 400 pupils in classes from Nursery to Year 6, of which approximately a quarter of pupils are entitled to free school meals.

The observation took place in a Year 2 class at the start of day. I was able to welcome the pupils into the class from outside and watch them settle into their morning routine.

The classroom had desks laid out with photos of the pupils on the desk next to a chair.






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)


As the children were coming into the classroom, the pupils were all well drilled in what they were expected to do. They hung their coats up, marked themselves on the register on the door, chose a book from the book table (there were two books and one would be the story book of the day) and then sat next to their desk. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

At the end of the lesson, I asked about the morning routine and how and why this had been decided upon, the teacher responded that the children at that age need some structure, they are not that long out of nursery and reception and being prepared for the latter parts of primary creating routines and boundaries.

I would explore how much routine is good for pupils and how structured lessons need to be in conjunction with the new curriculum and allowing pupils to express themselves more.









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













