Demonstrating an understanding of three theorists linking to practice, policy and the academic literature.

In this essay I will be comparing the work of three different theorist and how their work impacts on educational practice policy. These will include Jerome Bruner with his theory of “Scaffolding” created in 1976, B.F. Skinner with the theory of “Operant Conditioning” created in 1948 and Jean Piaget theory of “Cognitive Development”.

Jerome Bruner was born in New York city on October 1st, 1915. Bruner invented his theory in 1976.
This theory was titled “Scaffolding” which was created as more of a social constructivism theory meaning “cognitive function is produced by social experiences and interactions”. Within the theory there are three modes of representation.					Enactive representation (action Based), Iconic representation (image based), Symbolic representation (language based).
The theory of constructivism is where a person developing their own knowledge uses experience involving the other people in their environment. This is linked to Bruner’s theory where in the first stage called “Enactive representation” the child learns by performing actions from observing their peers and their surroundings.
Bruner believed that the learner should “construct their own knowledge and do this by organising and categorising information using a coding system” (Saul McLeod, updated 2019). His belief was that the student should learn the coding system of information for themselves and not be shown by a teacher.
Enactive can be seen mainly in a child’s first year of development. The basis of this is that infants learn by doing things physically rather than thinking internally. This shared a correspondent with Piaget's sensorimotor stage. This is a general show of a child observing the environment and peers to figure out their general action. 					Secondly, the next stage is Iconic. This can be seen from the ages of 1 to 6 years. Within this stage, the idea is that the child will store sensory images for information.		Finally, Symbolic representation occurs around the age of 7 years upwards, where people begin to store information in symbols like language and math.
Within my placement, this can be seen across the year groups. From the early years and reception students (ages 3 to 5), by looking at their early work such as painting and drawing, and observations in the playground of how these students act with each other. Secondly in the upper year groups from year 2 to 4 (ages 6 to 9), the use of resources in the form of images and audio within lessons for these students has been proven to give them greater information retention. Finally, in the older year groups of years 5 and 6 (ages 10 to 11), students begin to focus on the improvement with work on paragraph detail and numeracy. To conclude Bruner’s theory, this is often used in the design of a lesson and how it is introduced to students of different ages to be effective in how they understand and retain information.

Burrhus Frederic Skinner was an American psychologist. He was born March 20th 1904 in Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, United States
B.F. Skinner created his theory called “Operant Conditioning” in 1948. 
Skinners theory of Operant Conditioning links towards the idea of behaviourism. Behaviourism is the idea that a behaviour can be changed and manipulated by a form of conditioning. In relation to Skinners theory on the use of operant conditioning, mainly uses the forms of reinforcement and punishment to manipulate behaviour and condition it.
Skinner used the term “Operant” conditioning due to his experimentation with rats. The experiment involved the “Skinner Box” where the behaviour of rats was observed in a compressed time frame. A hungry rat in a box would move and accidently knock a lever immediately releasing food. The rat soon learned to go to the lever immediately.
Within this theory he looks at way to reinforce behaviour from a positive or negative response, or to remove behaviour in a form of a punishment, again with a positive and negative response. The use of reinforcement can be seen in a positive or negative way. Positive reinforcement can be used to encourage the desired behaviour by a reward. On the other hand, negative reinforcement is where the lack of desired behaviour is reinforced by a negative response. 											This is used in my placement in several different ways. One example is a student rocking on their chair, if they commonly do this the students name is placed on the board, each time they are seen they receive a mark against their name, the total of these marks represent losing a minute off their brake, this is the use of negative reinforcement. On the other hand, if the teacher turns to see that student not leaning back on their chair then they either have a mark taken away, or once they have no marks against their name they are given a positive one, which can lead to a period of “Golden time” which they can use freely, this shows use of a positive reinforcement. 						Additionally, positive reinforcement is proven to be more effective and a more desirable method than negative reinforcement.
Lastly in Skinners theory is the use of punishment to reduce and/or remove undesired behaviour. An example of this in my placement is when a student does not complete the work they are given and distract other students, this can lead to them losing their “break-time” all together and spoken to in private. This could cause a response where the student will complete their work and not distract others. Punishment is a less desired use and sometimes it is difficult to distinguish between this and negative reinforcement.

Jean Piaget, born in Switzerland in 1896, developed his theory in 1936 called “Stages of Cognitive Development”. This theory uses 4 stages for cognitive development, these include Sensorimotor, Preoperational, Concrete operational and Formal operational.
Like Bruner, Piaget theory was linked to constructivism, this was seen in the way the child has the main involvement in the development. For example in each stage of the development the child will store information in a different manor from image-based views to symbolism like numbers and words.
Piaget puts “Sensorimotor” from birth to 2 years old. Within in this stage the main goal is for a child to look at “Object Permanence” meaning the child knows that an object still exists, even if it is hidden. (Saul McLeod, updated 2018). 
The “Preoperational stage” is looking at children from ages 2 to 7 years. During this stage thinking becomes symbolic, using an ability to make a word or an object stand for something other than what it is.
The stage “Concrete Operational” aged 7 to 11, and in the view of Piaget, is the major turning point in a child’s cognitive development. This is due to the idea that the child can work things out internally instead of physically (thinking rather than doing). 
The last stage in Piaget’s theory is “Formal Operational” from 11 years onward. This point of a child’s development is the move into adulthood and where people begin to think logically on testing hypotheses.
Within my placement working with the younger year groups, Piaget’s theory of Preoperational stage can be seen, the students understanding of something may have several different uses or meanings. Additionally, in the older year groups the use of the Concrete Operational stage can be seen by turning information from a physical method into a symbolic or lateral thought. Finally, the practice in years 5 and 6 the use of the Formal Operational stage prepares them for the transition to secondary school. This is a point where their independent thinking can create a hypothesis for all subjects by breaking them down logically.

Finally, in the comparison within these theorists, Bruner and Piaget have a very similar structure. This is seen in the idea of how a student enters a school and during their development they have different ways of storing and using information. Additionally, the idea of how a lesson plan is structured based on the ages of the students. This show similarities to how the theories perceive the effective methods to allow a student to gain information effectively. However, Skinners theory of reinforcement does not share much similarity towards the other theories, but all three Theorists share the same idea in the promotion of finding the most effective method of learning.

In conclusion, I have found that the use of these theories within a school setting are quite common. They can be effective into the education and general understandings a student.	For Bruner, the use of “Scaffolding” is based on the idea a child can build their knowledge in different forms based on their own understanding. 					In Piaget’s theory the idea a student learns in several different ways depending on their age, meaning the way that the learn will evolve as they progress – from physical and symbolic to cognitive and logical.								Skinner’s theory is the use of reinforcement and punishment (positive/negative reward or reprimand) to modify behaviour to achieve the desired result. This is not always effective due to the fine line between punishment and negative reinforcement.
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