[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Obtain SQL Server Express 2012 (SQLEXPR_x64_ENU_2012.exe) from \\SC-GENESIS\TimDEA (on campus), which is the latest version at the time of writing, and the version we will be using when databases are required this year.  Downloading from the Microsoft website should also be fine, but if you run into issues, consider using this version instead.
2) Start the installer; after unpacking you will be prompted for administrator credentials.  This process may take a few minutes, so don’t worry unduly if it appears to be slow.
3) Eventually, the SQL Server Installation Centre will appear.  Select “New SQL Server stand-alone installation or add features to an existing installation”.
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4) Several checks will be performed and you’ll be required to accept the Microsoft license agreement.  More checks will be performed.
5) When prompted, make sure “Database Engine Services” are selected.  SQL Server Replication should also be installed, although is not absolutely required.
[image: ]

6) On the next screen, you MUST select a name for the instance.  I will use MSSQL2012, but it doesn’t matter as long as an instance name is provided.  Failing to do this will mean the server is extremely difficult to use with C#.
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7) Make sure that the SQL Server Database Engine has a valid NT Service account name to run against – if nothing is input, check the drop down box for suggestions.

8) SQL Server will now install.
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You can now test the connection.  Remember to update your connection string to reflect the server you wish to use (i.e. the new installation).

SqlConnection conn = new SqlConnection(
            @"Data Source=.\MSSQL2012;
            AttachDbFilename=C:\Users\sc-tb\VS\DBTest-2\DBTest-2\Database1.mdf;
            Integrated Security=True;
            User Instance=True"
            );

If you’re ever unsure of the name of the instance of SQL Server, start the installation centre from the start menu:
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You may then navigate to “Tools” and select “Installed SQL Server features discovery report”.
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A browser window will open containing details of all of the installed instances of SQL Server:
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The “Instance” name for version 11.0.2100.60 (may be slightly different if downloaded from the Microsoft site rather than Genesis) is that for the installed instance of SQL Server 2012.
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