[bookmark: _GoBack]Jaya Grady
Bethnal Green Academy
Gosset Street
London
E2 6NW

Home Secretary, Sajid Javid
Home Office
 2 Marsham Street
 London
 SW1P 4DF

Dear Home Secretary,
I am writing to you on behalf of Shamima Begum. I am a teacher at Bethnal Green Academy who had direct experience teaching all three of the schoolgirls who joined IS in 2015. I would like to offer a counter view to your position on the judgement befitting this case; suggesting that her departure to Syria could have been prevented by the adults around her at the time; that a trial in the UK and perhaps rehabilitation might be a more beneficial course of action than exile. 

 First, in my view Shamima has been failed by adults, professionals and the legal system in our country. That legal system has just let her baby die, denied its right to a life and healthcare (Unicef, 1992, Article 6). Moreover, when Shamima left the UK, she herself was still a child of 15, and she had been viewing horrific online media. In this period of her life, which neuroscience suggests is “one of increased vulnerability and adjustment” (Steinberg, 2005, P.69) she would not have been emotionally mature enough to process what she was seeing. The 17th article in the UN’s convention for the rights of the child states that “Governments must help protect children from materials that could harm them” (Unicef,1992). This protection was not afforded to Shamima. It is clear that our country has become more proactive in this duty. The U.K. has recently imposed harsher sanctions on social media platforms to stop the sharing of potentially harmful posts (Sky news, 2019) and this is a huge step forward. 

Secondly, we have already allowed around 400 British nationals who joined IS to return to Britain for questioning and trial (BBC, 2019). I feel that this high profile case is being used to make an example rather than being treated with logical judgement. As Luke Hall claimed in his discourse at the house of commons, “We should have faith in our British court system. If someone is born, raised and radicalised in Britain, it ought to be the British Government’s responsibility to hold them to account for their actions” (House of Commons, 2019). Leaving Shamima stateless is a sort of “human flytipping” (Busby, 2019) dumping her because we feel out of our depth. With courage, the resources at our disposal and a little humility, I believe we could make up for what went wrong back in 2015. We could give Shamima a fair trial and decide exactly what crimes she has committed and what can be done to rehabilitate her. 

There is already a body of work on deradicalisation practices such as that of the Noman Benotman (Quilliam, 2018) who is a survivor of radicalisation himself and now a lead practitioner of deradicalisation programmes. Surely, attempting these techniques and detaining Shamima in Britain is safer and more in keeping with the aims of our justice system than leaving her stateless, still radicalised, with whereabouts and activities unknown. 

 Finally, I would like to add that when I worked with Shamima, she was a diligent, hardworking and friendly girl, I truly believe that she was groomed into her decision to back terror. I feel that it is important to remember that it is not just the UK’s media image and policies that are affected by this decision but a young woman who still has “all of life and love ahead of her” (Mcewan, 2015, p.127).  

Yours respectfully,
Jaya Grady 
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