
MAKING THE MOST OF SOCIAL MEDIA



AIMS
- Improve your online presence
- Explore what social media could do for you



! Your 
online presence 
matters





Social Media
Statistics



70%
of employers use social 

media to screen candidates
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/number-of-employers-using-social-media-to-screen-candidates-at-all-time-high-finds-latest-careerbuilder-study-300474228.html



54%
of employers have decided not to hire a 

candidate based on their social media profiles
https://www.careerbuilder.com/advice/social-media-survey-2017



39%

provocative or 
inappropriate photographs, 

videos or information

https://www.careerbuilder.com/advice/social-media-survey-2017

38%

Information about 
them drinking or 

using drugs

30%

Bad-mouthed their 
previous company or 

fellow employee

Reasons for not hiring include…



Just delete all of your accounts, right?



57%
of employers are less likely to interview 

a candidate they can’t find online

https://www.careerbuilder.com/advice/social-media-survey-2017



44%
of employers have found content on social 

media that caused them to hire a candidate
https://www.careerbuilder.com/advice/social-media-survey-2017



Keira designed a product for disabled children for her major project. 
She joined LinkedIn and connected with people that may be 

interested in her product. They were interested.



What social media platforms do you use & why?
Group discussion



What do your profiles say about you?

What words describe your online presence?

Ask your neighbours



Would you want your 
boss to follow you on 

Twitter?



If it’s public,
its part of your professional image



Think about the tone of your online content

- Remove inappropriate posts

- ‘Deleted’ content may still exist online

Don’t post anything you wouldn’t say in person



Your Privacy













Past profile images often remain public 
Check through old photos 
Are they appropriate?
What impression do they give?



What impression do you want to put across?



Wedding photographer

Jewellery designer

Furniture maker





Active Witty Influential Logical

Thoughtful Erratic Motivated Follower

Independent Practical Optimistic Decisive

Sociable Persuasive Stubborn Organised

Promoter Flexible Dedicated Cynical

Consistent Open-minded Confident Energetic

Methodical Team-worker Uncertain Focused

Impulsive Friendly Self-starter Steady

Indecisive Shy Persistent Dependent

Competitive Reflective Creative Instinctive

Pessimistic Networker Achiever Leader

Lazy Caring Communicative Abrasive





How could you achieve this impression?

What evidence can you present that 
supports the words you have chosen?

Wedding photographer
Jewellery designer

Furniture maker



Professional use?



• Gain knowledge
• Make a good impression
• Showcase your work/skills
• Network
• Job search
• Gain a following

Professional Use









Document and promote your…

Achievements Experience Skills



Over 562 million users in 200 countries



Rank highly in search results 



Research potential career paths



Make connections

You 1st

connections
2nd

connections
3rd

connections



Find more 
people to 
research



Photos are useful so that you 
can spot her at events



Connect with caution



Career history and 
background:  research to 
find common ground



Understand the skills 
necessary for this role



Education, experience, skills & endorsements, recommendations, 
accomplishments, interests



Make relevant connections



Find a 
company



Find someone 
to connect with 





Think about what you could 
include;
• Introduce yourself
• Explain the reason why you 

want to connect
• Mention common ground
• Mention any connections 

you do have 



• Gain knowledge
• Make a good impression
• Showcase your work/skills
• Network
• Job search
• Gain a following

Recap of Professional Uses



Get involved in discussions & groups



Learn a company’s values



I’M A DESIGNER



Lecturer Freelance 
DesignerMy Roles



- Follow education sector news

- Research career paths
- Connect with potential guest speakers

- Follow trends

My role as… Lecturer

- Keep account professional (private) - Upload lectures

- Lesson prep, mood boards



My role as… Lecturer Designer

- Keep account professional (private)
- Set up a Page to advertise my services

- Follow education sector news
- Share updates, BTS, advertise

- Research career paths
- Connect with potential guest speakers
- Connect with potential clients
- Join a group/community to showcase

- Upload lectures
- Video portfolio (show reel)

- Lesson prep, mood boards
- Showcase my work

- Follow trends
- Live Q&A, market research, 

behind the scenes content



Which platform are useful for you 
professionally?



Now it’s your turn



2) Set up / improve your profiles

TASKS

1) Choose your platforms

3) Map out your content



MAKING THE MOST OF SOCIAL MEDIA
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