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Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task)

Semiotics is the ‘Study of signs’ (Daniel 2017). ‘Anything can be a sign as long as someone interpreting it as signifying’ (Daniel 2017) Is a great meaning behind what semiotics mean. We have been living with signs through all humanity threw to cave men drawings, hieroglyphics and to modern day. We see signs everyday outside our homes and inside. The study of signs allows us to see how the meaning is constructed behind the sign this is also what semiotics are. We are not the only ones who use signs in our lives either as ‘each species produces and understands certain kinds of specific signs’ (Thomas 2001). We use semiotics in our life for objects, animals and many other things as communication and a mutual understanding. Because as a species ‘we seem to be driven by a desire to make meanings’ (Daniel 2017). For example, we know what a cat is and for some reason we all call this animal a cat as it is a mutual understanding and we all relate this word to the same animal. When we can just use different names for the same animal as it is just a ‘carnivorous mammal with a tail, whiskers and retractable claws’ (Thomas 2001). 

In 2017 the producers of insidious and the conjuring release their new film ‘The Conjuring 2’ creating a Polysemous poster with a lot of hidden signs to advertise its release which sent horror film fanatics wild.
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Image 1. The Conjuring 2. Year 2016.
The poster of ‘The Conjuring 2’ poster Shows a dark colour scheme using shades of Grey and Black. This colour scheme suggests the feeling of desperation, fear and the theme of Horror which obviously compliments the file ‘The Conjuring 2’ Very well. The feeling of Desperation and fear is conveyed with the terrified look on the girls face and the mysterious hand holding the rosery. The symbol of the cross also signifies hope and peace which also implies the conflict between good and bad in both the movie and poster. The poster also shows a dark mysterious figure lurking in the darkness. This implies the sense of evil building up. The figure resembles a nun which again symbolises the conflict between good and evil. Two religious symbols have been used in this poster the rosery and the nun. The poster resembles a lot they have used strong themes of religion and the nun resembles possession. 
 
Semiotic analysis is a very useful to use and it can be applied to any type of signs. If the audience use semiotics and try ‘Deciphering the secret messengers’ (Winfried 1995) behind the poster they would understand more of what the poster is advertising. Understanding the hidden signs behind the poster would give the fans a feeling of fear and would get a true sense of fear of which the poster is advertising. 
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Task Two: Manifesto (Julia’s Task)

1.	Schools should concentrate more on the arts. Schools tend to focus more on the core subjects and make learning a language mandatory. They should make art mandatory to learn in school as it will help the children to develop interest in other things and have a hobby. 
2.	Every child has a talent and adults should try and develop these talents no matter what it is in. it may not be on a subject, but it could be something like singing. The child may not be good at school, but they could be good at other things.
3.	The importance of art in the world. We see art every day.
4.	Art subjects are the future. More forms are being developed today.
5.	Creative people are more aware of their emotions and environment and draw from that.
6.	Art is a good therapy classes should be more available to people.
7.	Music lessons should be free in schools to allow the less fortunate to learn. If things carry on there won’t be any orchestras for example. 
8.	Art has always been a way of communication and expressions going back to the cavemen. 


Keywords and images
1. Schools should concentrate more on the arts. Schools tend to focus more on the core subjects and make learning a language mandatory. They should make art mandatory to learn in school as it will help the children to develop interest in other things and have a hobby.
Keyword: Focus on art.
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Image 1. Tokyo Creators Makes Every Child an Artist. Year 2014.

Art in schools was considered a luxury and were once cut out of the curriculum to make more room for students to prepare for standardized tests and the core subjects. Art is proven to be crucial to transform children into well-rounded, well-prepared learners and readers. Art is also good for a break in between the core subjects as ‘The purpose of art is to arouse and to give us pleasure’. (Stephan 1987). Art is crucial for young children because as they develop and grow art will show them a side of themselves where they are free to express themselves in any form they want to. ‘Art is one of the major achievements of the human spirit.’ (Stephan 1987) this goes to show that are is fundamental and that young children need it as it’s a way to find their creative side through expression of music, painting and other forms of art. 

4. Art subjects are the future. More forms are being developed today.
Keyword: Art is the Future
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Image 2. Superman elevator. Year 2015.

‘the artists of today are busy looking for something that will once again interest the people today’(Bruno 2008). Art today is moving towards the future in both Virtual reality and Augmented reality as the people of today are submerging themselves into social media and the internet. People can experience online art today throw their phones or through headsets. There seems to be less interest today in art galleries as there seems to be less of a reason to go to them as people can get in touch and experience a lot of different forms of art through the internet. As technology is moving forward so is art. In the future society will be immersed in virtual words where the artist will have the opportunity and freedom to create art in and reshape the environment that people will want to spend their time in rather than living in the real world. In a few years’ time we could be looking at new worlds through virtual reality and experience new surrounding of art. Even today we have functioning neural networks that can produce life like made up creatures and even create new Rembrandt images. 





9.	Art has always been a way of communication and expressions going back to the cavemen.
Keyword: communication and expressions.
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Image 3. Prehistoric cave prints show most early artists were women. Year 2013.

Art has been used to communicate to people without using words for thousands of years. It is a way to express religion, political ideas and convey deep personal thoughts. This way of art stands as an abstract idea as it communicates through different ways such as symbols, allegory or many ways.  Art to the cave men was very important as ‘ice age people penetrated deep into the vest caves to create images and engage in mysterious ceremonies’ (jean 2016). There are a lot of different theories behind cave painting the most common are that they were used to transmit information as hunting was critical to early humans so they could survive. A lot of animals are shown in cave paintings which could be interpreted as attempts to increase the fertility rate in the herds or to exert power over the dangerous animals as getting meat from the animals was vital for them to survive. 
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Task Three. (Jon’s Task)
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Image 1. The scream. Year 1896.
​ 
The Scream (1893) – Edvard Munch (1863-1944)
Whilst Edvard Munch was walking with two friends at sunset, the clouds were suddenly turned to a blood red by the setting sun.  Munch said he heard a scream through nature. He felt unnerved, exhausted, frightened.  His friends carried on walking, but Munch couldn’t move, trembling with anxiety and feeling alone.
The feeling that Munch felt on his walk sounds like a panic attic.  The screams he heard through nature could have come from a nearby slaughterhouse or lunatic asylum.
Munch described this experience in his memoirs.  “The sky became suddenly blood red - and I felt an approaching melancholy – a sucking pain under my heart – I stopped, leaned on the railing tried to death – above the blue-black fjord and the city lay blood in tongues of fire.  My friends walked on – but I stood trembling in fear – and I felt the great Infinite Screaming.” (Gerd 2016)
His painting of “The Scream” depicts his feelings and over whelming emotions on that day.  The blood red sky creates intensity and the wild almost swirling movement in the sky creates unrest. The subject is sexless.  Its face is contorted, resembles an elongated skull with a wide mouth in the shape of a scream.  Its hands cover its ears protecting them from the scream through nature.   In the background of the painting are two men who, in contrast, look totally normal and oblivious to the fear and panic of the subject.
At the time of painting Munch’s style was unique. He used painting to express his inner emotions.  He didn’t paint what he saw but instead expressed feelings using blocks of strong colours. The art critics at the time did not like the painting.  They were used to artists painting objectively and judged on their skills based on academic conventions. 
In contrast “The Scream” is almost frightening.  The positioning of the subject right in the forefront so that there is no space between you and the image creates a feeling of fear.
 “The Scream” is now one of the most famous paintings in the world. ’Meyer said the painting was “worth every penny” adding: “It is one of the great Icons of art in the world” Whoever bought it should be congratulated.’ (Edvard, M and Peter, R. 2017) ‘This iconic image has come to epitomise the angst embodied in the expressionist of the late nineteenth century.’ (Patrick B. 2011)
Today the image of “The Scream” is used as a symbol to express our feelings. The cartoonist Peter Brookes called on it to sum up what so many were feeling when Donald J Trump was elected president of the United States. In Wes Craven’s franchise Scream, the killer’s mask is based on Munch’s painting and we even have a scream emoji.
Like Munch, I also suffer from anxiety.  The main subject is not screaming but is covering its ears to the scream from nature. Munch depicts what it is like to have a panic attack in this painting.  You can be surrounded by people but feel totally isolated. A feeling of unrest and fear will build up inside you to a point where you literally want to scream but can’t.  So, you scream silently inside.
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