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Dissertation proposal/synopsis

Introduction 
The question I have chosen to discuss for my dissertation topic is 

“are the historical reconstructions of welsh architecture at St Fagan’s authentic?”

The reason for this question is to find out whether the public who go or have been to St Fagan’s believe that the buildings which are situated there are the genuine buildings or whether they think that Wales’ tourist destination is portraying a false reality. 

Methodology 
The types of research methods I have chosen to help me collect data are:
· Interviews 
· Questionnaires and surveys 
· Books and journals

The benefits behind each of these methods are very useful in helping me find and collect data for my research; whilst conducting interviews with people who have been to St Fagan’s I will be able to ask a set of questions and be able to get more of a response from the interviewee rather than just yes and no answers with this in mind I will be able to add additional questions to the answers they give me in the moment rather than me trying to contact them again for follow up questions.

Benefits of conducting questionnaires are that the respondents will be able to complete the questionnaires in their own time and be able to think about the answers at their own pace. Surveys have benefits of being able to be located online giving more people the chance to respond to the questions as they may not be able to leave their house at the moment for any given reason. 

Aims and objectives 
The study will concentrate on reviewing reconstructions at St Fagan’s and also within practice from Sutton Davies Architects, the main aim of the study will be to compare and contrast the claims of authenticity in the buildings at St. Fagan’s and the main objective for the study will be to review a few buildings in St. Fagan’s and compare them to a few buildings from Sutton Davies architects. 

Literature review 
The reason for this study is to give an honest approach on the importance on why vernacular buildings should be restored authentically rather than the mimic that they are now and to prove that any restoration isn’t really authentic but that it is just a facsimile of today’s approach to architecture in wales. To help further my research within the study there are a few books that will help me develop case studies, these are;
· Welsh Country Workers Housing 1775-1875 by Jeremy B. Lowe 
· Houses of the Welsh Countryside: A Study in Historical Geography by Peter Smith 
· Welsh Chapels by Anthony Jones 
· The Architecture of Wales: From the First to the Twenty-First Century by John B. Hilling 

Limitations 
The limitations to my study that may potentially impact my research are my types of research methods, this is due to members of the public not being confident enough to be involved in an interview another limitation with my interviews is not being able to agree on a set time and date to conduct an interview with an interviewee. Another limitation to the study that could be a potential impact on the research is finding enough people who are able to answer the questionnaires and surveys with enough information to help with the data that’s needed. Due to my study being very limited on data within books and journals this could impact my research by not having enough reliable sources of information. 

Ethical considerations 
With the research methods that I have chosen I have the duty to ensure that no harm should come to the participants whilst conducting the any interviews or questionnaires and make sure care is taken not to exploit the vulnerability of anyone participating. 

Whilst asking the public whether they would like to take part in my research and if they would be okay to either do an interview with myself or a questionnaire they will be presented with a letter outlining what I’m doing and where I study, what the research is for and that all personal information and answers from themselves with be kept anonymous and will only be involved in the study. 

Timeframe 
For the study I will only be using 75% of the project deadline this will make it easier giving the correct time to each section making me not focus on one part more than another, these sections are:
· Introduction – 5%
· Literature review – 35%
· Research methods – 10%
· Data collection – 20%
· Analysis – 15% 
· Conclusions and recommendations – 10%
· Bibliography and appendices – 5% 

Conclusion 
I have chosen to investigate the authenticity within the architecture at St. Fagan’s since I believe that it would be beneficial to understand the reconstructions of the buildings and that carrying out further research in this area will be integral to improve the understanding of the reconstructions. After finding the limitations from previous studies I will be conducting enough methods of research to make sure I answer the question in full as I have worked on producing a methodology that will avoid the limitations of answering the question. 
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