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Qualitative Research Overview
It is crucial to have knowledge of both quantitative and qualitative research because both types involve writing research questions and hypotheses. Unlike quantitative research, qualitative research focuses on exploring experiences, meanings, perspectives and phenomena.
Types of Qualitative Research Questions
Contextual: identify and describe existing conditions. Descriptive: describe a phenomenon. Evaluation: assess effectiveness of methods, protocols, theories or procedures. Explanatory: examine why a phenomenon occurs. Exploratory: investigate areas not fully understood. Generative: develop new ideas and theories. Ideological: advance specific ideas or positions. Ethnographic: understand people, activities and interactions in settings. Phenomenological: explore lived experiences. Grounded theory: generate theory from social processes. Qualitative case study: explore a phenomenon through multiple data sources.
Characteristics of Qualitative Research Questions
Research questions in qualitative research are usually continuously reviewed and reformulated. A central question broadly explores a complex phenomenon and seeks participants’ perspectives. Questions commonly begin with “How” or “What,” use exploratory verbs such as explore or describe, focus on one central phenomenon, and may identify participants and research setting.
Examples of Qualitative Research Questions

Contextual: What are the experiences of nurses working night shifts during COVID-19? 
Descriptive: What forms of disrespect and abuse are experienced by women during childbirth? 
Evaluation: How effective are decision aids in birthplace decisions? Explanatory: Why is there an increase in teenage pregnancy? 
Exploratory: What factors affect medical students’ mental health during COVID-19? 
Phenomenological: What are the lived experiences of parents caring for children with autism?
Developing Qualitative Research
Research questions are used more frequently in qualitative research than objectives or hypotheses. They seek to discover, understand, explore, or describe experiences through open-ended inquiry. Questions may be revised during the study as concepts and themes emerge.
Qualitative Research Development Algorithm

1. Select a topic of interest. 
2. Clarify background information. 
3. Identify and state the research problem.
 4. Formulate a research question. 
5. State study aims. 
6. Choose methods, sites and participants. 
7. Collect and analyze data. 
8. Identify concepts or theories. 
9. Revise research questions and begin forming hypotheses if necessary. 
10. Complete conceptual work and conclusions.
Qualitative Example from the Article
The article illustrates a study of midwives’ respect and disrespect toward women during childbirth in Tanzania. The qualitative approach used observation and content analysis to identify themes relating to respectful care, disrespectful care, accountability, and clinical practice. The resulting findings informed revised qualitative research questions and hypotheses.
Qualitative Research Example in Published Literature
Exploratory qualitative example: understanding the perspectives of families and children receiving clinic-based obesity treatment. The aim was to explore perspectives and deepen understanding of a problem not yet fully investigated.
Conclusion Relevant to Qualitative Research
Qualitative research questions should be developed carefully at the start of a study but may evolve as understanding deepens. Focused qualitative questions provide a foundation for exploring experiences, generating insights, and developing hypotheses and theories grounded in participants’ perspectives.
