An Examination of Those Elements of the Christian Faith that Attracted People in the Early Roman Empire Despite Persecution and the Empire’s Attempt to Destroy It
Abstract 
The growth of Christianity was a force to be reckoned with in the early Roman Empire. Some scholars have estimated that growth to have occurred at a rate of 40% per decade between 40 AD and 350 AD so that by 350 AD as much as 50% of the Roman populace was Christian.  This is remarkable.  While its evolution is understandable in light of Constantine’s Edict of Milan decriminalizing Christian worship in 313 AD, how is it that the growth mainly transpired during the previous centuries when persecution was in full swing?  God’s will, of course, would be the simple answer.  But for those who have studied such matters, they know that while God has moved in spite of human will in history, more often He seeks to obtain and move within human cooperation.  So from a psychological perspective, there must have been ideas or tenets within the Christian faith that drew people to it, that coaxed and won not only their cooperation but incredibly even their willingness to die for it.  What were these ideas? This work will discuss them with special focus given to the mindset that pervaded the Roman populace as embodied in their personal identity and that encompassing their duty and loyalty to their fatherland or patrias and the means by which Christianity was able to harness that identity and indeed transform it. 
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