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How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? (1000 words)
There have been many well-reported instances of police malpractice and misconduct in the media over the last sixty years that have shaped police policies and practices used by officers today. These instances have given forces opportunities to learn and adapt their processes to suit better the communities they serve. This essay will explore how police malpractice and misconduct have influenced changes in modern police forces and the importance of independent bodies that oversee police misconduct.
In April 1981, the Metropolitan Police used Operation Swamp to reduce crime in Brixton and, with the use of ‘sus laws’, stopped one thousand people in six days, which caused a great deal of tension amongst the residents of Brixton, who mainly were from ethnic minority groups (John, 2006). The ‘sus law’ was created in 1824 as a part of the Vagrancy Act that gave officers the power to search and arrest any person they suspected of loitering in an area with an intent to commit an arrestable offence (Gloucestershire County Council, 2020). Over three days from 10th April 1981, rioters, who were primarily young black men, fought with police as they believed that they were being treated poorly and unfairly and the ‘sus law’ stop and search power was one of the ways the police were doing this (BBC,2021).
In response to the riots, the UK government commissioned The Scarman Report. The Scarman report concluded that police needed to build better trust within their communities, and one way this could be achieved was by recording all stop searches conducted by officers (Leslie, 2020). As a result of the recommendations from The Scarman Report, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) was created as an act of parliament. PACE allowed for a better balance of the powers given to the police and the rights of the public (Home Office, 2023). There are accompanying PACE codes of practice, and Code A dictates the requirements to record stop searches on members of the public by officers and staff and the detail that must be included. The minimum details required for the record of search specified in Code A are; a note of the self-defined ethnicity of the person being searched, the date, time and place the search took place, the article the officer was searching for, the clear explanation of the legal basis of the search and the identity of the officers conducting the search (Home Office, 2023). It is important to record the search to be transparent to the public. College of Policing (2020) explains that transparency is crucial in building public trust and confidence and allows the public to see how and why stop search powers are used.
In order to further legitimise the use of stop and search powers, the National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC) states that a stop search is most likely to be fair and effective when; the search is justified, lawful and stands up to public scrutiny, the officer has a genuinely reasonable suspicion that they will find a prohibited article or item for use in crime, the person understands why they have been searched, and they feel they have been treated with respect and the search was necessary and was the most proportionate method to establish whether the person had such item (College Of Policing, 2023)
In the UK, the most notable independent institution for police accountability is The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), which can investigate all serious complaints against the police services of England and Wales (Mugari, 2023). The IOPC, formally the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC), was introduced following a reform to the police complaints and discipline system in an attempt to reframe it in terms of integrity and lesson learning (Torrible, 2021). It was introduced by the Policing and Crime Act 2017 and came into force in February 2020 (Torrible, 2021). Unlike the IPCC, the IOPC can initiate its own investigations without relying on a police force to record and refer a case and reopen cases where new evidence has emerged and investigate disciplinary claims against chief officers, thus creating more confidence for the public (Dearden, 2018)
There is still a debate about the stop search power and how it is still used to target ethnic minorities unfairly. Joseph-Salisbury, Connelly and Wangari-Jones (2021) state that racism defines UK policing at every level and that it is not only the use of stop search powers that are used disproportionately towards ethnic communities but also in statistics regarding the use of force and deaths in police custody. In statistics collated by the government, the figures show that in Gwent Police, between July 2022 and November 2022, twice as many people who identified as black or black British were stopped and searched over any other ethnicity (Police. UK, n.d). Waddington et al. (2004) conclude that the police are not racist in their profiling of individuals. However, the profile of people who are available in public areas to be stopped differs significantly from the profile of the general population. It is explained that there is a possibility that the disproportionality of ethnic minorities stopped arises indirectly from the ways that stop search powers are focused in particular areas at specific times.
The IOPC published that they were focusing on race discrimination as a thematic area of focus to establish the trends and patterns which might drive a change in policing practice. The IOPC stated that more complaints where racial discrimination may be a factor would be independently investigated. Any evidence found would allow systemic issues to be addressed (IOPC, 2022). In statistics collated by the IOPC, Police powers, policies and procedures accounted for 21% of complaints received that year and out of 62,606 people that complained, 47% were white; however, it should be noted that 41% stated their ethnicity was unknown or not stated (IOPC, 2022)
In conclusion, the changes made to police stop and search powers following the Scarman report in 1981 have been beneficial as they now hold officers accountable for their actions and allow for their actions to be transparent to the public. The statistics collated through stop searches locally, however, may show that ethnic minorities are being stopped unfairly.
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How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Public protection incidents refer to incidents that include offenders who have been convicted of serious sexual or violent offences or potentially dangerous people who may not have been convicted of serious offences but whose behaviour causes significant concern about their risk of offending in the future (College of Policing, 2013). All forces across England and Wales have dedicated public protection units (PPU) that deal with serious and complex crimes and are actively involved in safeguarding within the community (Guernsey Police, 2023). Media coverage in all forms can greatly impact incidents involving such offenders and can shape public opinion. This essay will explore how media coverage of public protection incidents affects policing strategies.
Public protection from sexual and violent offenders remains a high-profile issue. In recent years, there has been a growing public concern over the management of high-risk offenders in the community (Wood, Kemshall, Maguire, 2007). One of the policing strategies in managing high-risk offenders is Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA), established as part of The Criminal Justice Act 2003 and is designed to protect the public from serious harm by sexual and violent offenders (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2022). Police and probation staff are the longest-serving members of MAPPA and work closely together and co-supervise the greatest number of cases (Nash, Walker, 2009). Other agencies involved with MAPPA include local authority housing, social care departments, youth offending services, mental health services and victim liaison officers. These meetings are designed for agencies to work together to manage the risk to victims and promote offender rehabilitation (MAPPA, 2014). In order for MAPPA to be effective, the personal information of offenders is collected, stored and exchanged with other involved agencies (Kemshall, Wood, 2008)
Media coverage tends to focus on high-profile cases that involve sexual and dangerous offenders and can give the impression that these crimes happen more frequently than they actually do (Serisier 2017). Media reports can shape public opinion on the effectiveness of police strategies and demands for more aggressive policing tactics, such as using more surveillance technology or increased police presence in certain areas. As explained by Wood and Kemshall (2007), the recent concern in public anxiety fuelled by the portrayal of sex offenders in the community has resulted in the overemphasis on the restrictive conditions set out in MAPPA areas. These conditions restrict where an offender can live, what they can and cannot do and with whom they can and cannot have contact with. These measures are placed on an individual to prevent the risk of them reoffending.
Media reports can have an effect by creating fear amongst the public. The media often sensationalise cases involving sexual and dangerous offenders, which can create a sense of panic and fear in the general public, which can potentially escalate to public disorder (College of Policing, 2017). Identifying high-risk offenders' residences in an area by the media can provoke anxiety in the community and require a response by agencies to complete a community impact assessment (College of Policing, 2017). The media has previously printed features relating to released sexual offenders, which can be connected to protests or vigilante actions in specific communities, with many released offenders facing difficulties in finding permanent or long-term accommodation (Serisier, 2017). Recently a large group of around three hundred people rioted outside of a home of an individual the community suspected of being a paedophile; however, the group had no accurate information regarding this individual and had acted upon incorrect information in circulation online (Brownlie, 2023). This information argues that the media has a negative effect on policing in terms of public protection as it requires police intervention, which would not be required if factual information was acquired.  

In the last few years, there has been a rise of cyber-vigilante groups who are citizens working outside of the police, commonly referred to as paedophile hunters, getting increased media attention. These groups pose online as young children in order to catch predatory adults and often live stream the meetings and details of the offender on social media, which can be easily liked and shared with wider members of the public (Tippett, 2022). The tactics commonly used by these groups can potentially hinder any official investigation later conducted by the police as their methods of evidence gathering may not comply with the rules of criminal evidence and procedure (Purshouse, 2020). The Chief Constable of the National Police Chiefs' Council stated that the activities conducted by these groups could have a detrimental effect on ongoing police investigations (Perraudin, 2017). Arguments have also been made that these vigilante groups are infringing upon the articles in The Human Rights Act 1998, such as the right to a private life and a right to a fair trial (Tippett, 2022).
In conclusion, media coverage plays an important role in public perception when covering incidents of a public protection nature. The evidence suggests that the public has an interest in these incidents as the more they are covered. This can raise awareness of the issue; however, it also creates public fear and public outrage, which has the potential to cause further issues that the police have to also deal with. In addition, the rise of vigilante groups using their own tactics across social media to catch sexual offenders raises a concern that the processes followed by the police are not being followed by these groups and with the names and residences of the people they target being posted online, which could become an issue if the case was ever brought to trial.
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How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
In the year ending In March 2021, 8.800 young people aged between ten and seventeen entered the youth justice system (Youth Justice Board, 2022). Therefore, it is important for early intervention to be considered for all young offenders as it can help prevent the onset of adult criminal careers, thus reducing the burden of crime on victims (Greenwood, 2008). The age of onset offending is the age at which a person commits their first crime. An early age of onset offending predicts a long criminal career (Theobald and Farrington 2014).  This essay will explore how effective programmes focusing on early intervention are for young people.
An important consideration for young offenders is their exposure to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), which describe traumatic experiences that can have lasting effects into adulthood. The more ACEs a person experiences, the more challenges they may face in overcoming them (Wisner, 2022). The ten widely recognised ACEs from a 1990's study are; experiencing physical, sexual or verbal abuse, emotional and physical neglect and growing up in a household where; there are adults who abuse drugs and alcohol, adults who have mental health problems, there is domestic violence, a parent has been or is incarcerated, or parents have divorced. (Liverpool CAMHS, 2023)
Malvaso et al. (2022) conclude in their study into ACEs in young offenders that a majority of young people currently in the youth justice system have been exposed to multiple ACEs from a young age. Although the number of young offenders subject to ACEs is high, it is unclear whether exposure to aces predicts the start or continuation of their offending behaviour or if these vulnerabilities are coincidences in a high-risk population (Craig, Malvaso, Farrington, 2021). Early intervention would include the prevention of ACEs in a young offender's life, and the implementation of preventative strategies would not be easily achieved and would include a multisystem approach involving the families, community, child care and healthcare institutions (Gordon, Asmundson and Afifi, 2017) 
One way to support juveniles entering the youth justice system and help prevent them from reoffending is Youth Offending Teams, established under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. Youth Justice is focused on holding young people accountable for their offending behaviour. The interventions decided are directed at the individual, and they must engage with this service through an order of the court working with youth justice teams forms a punishment and contributes towards the rehabilitation of the young person (Solomon and Blyth, 2009). Youth Offending Teams use these programmes to keep young people away from crime and where they can learn new skills and get advice about school and jobs (GOV.UK, 2021). The two types of programmes used are youth inclusion programmes, which are for children aged between eight and seventeen years old and are usually in place for a set amount of time such as six months where they complete activities in order to build life skills (GOV.UK, 2021). The other type of programme is the youth inclusion and support panel who work with children aged between eight and thirteen and allows the young person access to local services that will help them stay away from trouble involving crime. Both programmes focus on an intervention plan that must be agreed on by everyone involved including the young person and their families (GOV.UK,2021). Statics published by the government showed juvenile offenders from January to March 2021 had a proven reoffending rate of 31.1% (Ministry of Justice, 2023). Youth cautions are formal out-of-court disposals that can be used as a prosecution for young offenders in certain circumstances (Ministry of Justice, 2023). Juvenile offenders who have previously had a youth caution have a proven reoffending rate of 22% between January and March 2021 (Ministry of Justice, 2023). These statistics show that involvement with Youth Offending Teams can stop over half of recorded individuals from reoffending. 
It is important for a range of organisations to work together to prevent offending and re-offending by youths (Public Health England, 2019). A collaborative approach, CAPRICORN, is a framework to help local authorities prevent offending behaviour by focusing on what causes the offending and what can be put in place to support young people (Public Health England, 2019). CAPRICORN works with the offender and family to build supportive relationships and strengthen core life skills and also supports the offender with addressing substance misuse and mental health needs. (Public Health England, 2019). There is a known link between youths who misuse substances and criminal behaviour in young people (Carter, 2012) addressing substance misuse at a young age could therefore help prevent young people offending or reoffending. 
McAra and McVie (2022) state that young people who come to the attention of the police repeatedly get caught in a pattern of convictions later in life and for those who did not come to the attention of police, despite their offending behaviour, stopped offending before they reached adulthood. This provides an argument that the youth criminal justice system is not always fit for purpose and involvement does not always stop a person from reoffending. 
In conclusion the involvement of agencies in a young person’s life is effective in preventing re-offending and there are proven benefits of a young person being involved with Youth Offending Teams. There is however a large link between ACEs in childhood and offending behaviour however due to the resources required to prevent ACEs in every child’s life this would not be possible. 
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Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
The rehabilitation of offenders includes interventions that aim to change the thinking, attitudes and behaviours offenders have that could lead to them reoffending (Ministry of Justice, 2022). Rehabilitating offenders is important as it gives an individual committing an offence an opportunity to change their behaviour to become active members of society. The main types of rehabilitation offered to offenders currently are Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT), Educational programmes, community sentences and drug and alcohol treatment programmes; however, for partnership approaches to be effective, they must be tailored to the offender’s specific needs. This essay will explore if partnership approaches to rehabilitation are the most effective means.
One partnership created to improve offenders’ chances of successfully integrating into their community upon release is between the Ministry of Justice and the Department of Work and Pensions. This joint approach is designed to help offenders turn their lives around by improving the support available after leaving prison (Ministry of Justice, 2019). This partnership aims to ensure prisoners have proper access to the right training and support during their time in prison, helping provide access to bank accounts and ID so prisoners can apply for jobs easily upon release and reviewing the support given after offenders leave prison (Ministry of Justice, 2019). A partnership like this could be beneficial as it can help integrate a person back into society, whereby as an active member of their community, they are less likely to reoffend. This is a relatively new initiative, and results have not been published relating to the success of this partnership; however, the Ministry of Justice (2013) suggests that steady employment after leaving prisons can stop offenders from reoffending.
A partnership approach to rehabilitating offenders is centred around addressing the root causes of a person’s offending behaviour. Durham Constabulary have created a scheme named Operation Checkpoint, which involves offenders taking part in a rehabilitation programme with relevant services for issues surrounding their offending, such as mental health, substance abuse or employment or financial difficulties and completing a minimum of eighteen hours of voluntary work in their community, if the offenders complete the four-month programme with the police, they are not prosecuted for their crime (Halliday, 2020). Two years later, the scheme’s first results discovered a fifteen percent drop in reoffending among those that took part in the scheme over those that did not (Halliday, 2020). Wier, Routledge and Kilili (2019, p508-527) concluded in their study that the results from the implementation of Operation Checkpoint achieved a lower re-arrest rate and reoffending rate compared to other out-of-court options available and did so also while achieving a reduced cost of reoffending and with a reduction in harm to victims. This argues that a collaborative approach between the police, community and relevant services can reduce reoffending, thus implying they are rehabilitated. The evidence suggests that addressing issues and receiving support does reduce the likelihood of someone reoffending. Bales and Piquero (2012) further support that a joint approach is more effective. Their study concludes that offenders given community sentences have a higher chance of being rehabilitated than offenders serving short-term prison sentences. The Ministry of Justice (2018) released a statement regarding their joint partnership with the National Health Service to help divert offenders from frequent short-term prison sentences that are not effective for the individual towards treatments to understand the reason for their criminality.
Restorative justice is another partnership approach to rehabilitating offenders. Restorative justice involves bringing together the offenders, victims and community members to address the harm caused by the offender’s actions. These programmes often involve mediation and communication between all parties through direct or indirect contact (CPS, 2023). This is beneficial as it allows the offender to take responsibility for their actions and understand their crime’s impact on others (College of Policing, 2022). Statistically, offenders who participated in restorative justice committed fewer offences over the subsequent two years than those who did not participate (College of Policing, 2022). 
Another partnership approach created with the aim of rehabilitating offenders is using funding from the Prisoners’ Education Trust to allow prisoners to study a wide range of courses ranging from Open University Degrees to vocational courses (Howse, 2014). A study conducted to look at the effectiveness of programmes designed to reduce reoffending showed that participation in distance learning was the best method to reduce reoffending, and from three thousand prisoners who had access to educational learning showed that nineteen percent had offended within a year of release compared to the twenty-six percent of prisoners of a similar nature who were not offered educational learning. (Howse, 2014). Cullen, Jonson and Nagin (2011) argue that there is little evidence to support that time in prison rehabilitates an offender, and more evidence suggests that time in prison can lead people to commit further crimes. Adults who serve prison sentences shorter than twelve months have a proven reoffending rate of 64.9% (Ministry of Defence, 2018). This further argues that longer prison sentences where offenders can partake in learning is more beneficial towards reducing reoffending. 
In conclusion, the evidence suggests that a partnership approach is the most effective way of rehabilitating offenders. It is evidential that by providing offenders with the ability to address the root cause of their offending behaviour involving a collaboration between multiple agencies has proven reduction rates of reoffending and is the most well researched. There is more evidence to suggest that offenders who are given opportunities to better themselves by partaking in studying or partaking in programmes as a part of the rehabilitation process are more likely to not reoffend. 
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