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Introduction to Report

This report will be explaining the key concepts of youth offenders in England and Wales. This report will also be including the current issues which are being faced by the government followed by national statistics and correct evidence related to this topic. 
The government has a responsibility of monitoring the operations of the Youth Justice System and the provision of Youth Justice Services within England and Wales. Their responsibilities include using appropriate information and evidence so that they are able to perform best possible outcomes for children who offend as well as for people who have been victims of crime. They also have the responsibility in advising the Secretary of State for Justice about how well the system is operating and how improvements can be made so that they are able to identify and share best practise and promote the voice of children to be heard. They are to also commission research and publish information in connection with good practise as well as monitoring the Youth justice System and the provision of Youth Justice Services, it is crucial for this to be carried out in order to prevent and support people who are a victim in a crime so that they receive the appropriate justice. (Gov.uk, 2018)

[bookmark: _GoBack]According to (Child arrests in England and Wales 2015 Research briefing, 2018) the total amount of child arrest which took part throughout England and Wales during the year of 2015 came up to 101,926 according to the data being obtained by The Howard League. This represented a reduction shown of 59% since 2010 whish also lead to another 11% reduction when it had come to 2014. This was achieved by every force in England and Wales reducing the number of child arrest from 2010 up until 2015 which has resulted in a overall reduction of 77% which was expected to do so as the national reduction rate had slowed down according to the total reductions made which later on caused a concern in discovering that in total 11 forced had put an increase in child’s arrest compared to 2014.






Aims of Needs Analysis:

This part of the report will be looking at the current issues being faced with youth offenders throughout England and Wales which will contain the rates in England and Wales looking into detail of the gender, age and area most common. This analysis will also be identifying the causes of youths to commit crime and why they become crime members as well as identifying the most common types of crime committed. This part of the report will be looking to also categorize the common groups who are most likely to become crime victims and the challenges faced when identifying the causes of crime. 
















[image: ]Figure (1) Trends in First Time Entrants, years ending March 2006 to March 2016


Figure 1, includes a graph showing the number of children’s first arrests which took part over 10 years from 2006 to 2016. The graph as been split into 2 categories showing convictions carried out on children resulting in them to attend court and the number of children who have managed to obtain with a caution and not needing to progress further onwards with a conviction. According to the youth custody data, this graph consists of presenting a total of 32,900 young people who were arrested in the 10 years shown on the graph, although rates have shown that the number of arrests made gradually had been going down. (Gov.uk, 2018)









Figure (2) Crime and experienced by businesses, by industry sector from 2012-2014
[image: ]

Figure 2 shows a table of a survey carried out by ‘Commercial Victimisation Survey’ to show the significant gaps in crime with relevant information gathered from businesses, reviews from the National Statisticians of crime statistics and home offices. This table shows descriptive information on the types of crimes committed in premises in England and Wales across 3 sectors which stated above is: wholesale and retail, accommodation and food and agriculture forestry and fishing. Throughout this survey carried out, it has been identified that out of the three sectors in 2014 the highest levels of victimisations were seen as the wholesale and retail premises this category resulted in experiencing 41% of experienced crime faced within the year presented above. The least sector which resulted in experiencing 26% of crime faced in 2014 was agriculture, forestry and fishing premises. 






Figure (3) the number of sanctions given to young people in England and Wales 2013/2014
[image: ]
Figure 3 presents during 2013/14 there were approximately just over 126,800 arrests carried out on young people throughout England and Wales. This graph indicated that there were about 36% of arrests which resulted young people making a court appearance, in the same year just over 33,900 young individuals were sentenced during court hearing. The average number of children in youth custody came up to a total of over 1,200 whilst 260 of those were on remand, the average time which resulted young individuals spent in custody was 90 days. 













Figure (4) crimes committed by offence grouping
[image: ]
Figure 4 has been presented by (Youth crime and punishment in England and Wales, 2018) and shows the most common offences committed by young children in mainstream education, these are: travelling on a bus, train or underground without a ticket which resulted 53% of those in mainstream education, stealing from shops which was 45%, hurting other individuals who did not need medical attention resulted in 42%, damaging properties which showed a total of 42% and graffiti which showed 33% of young individuals who committed this offence. The most common offence which was committed by youths attending pupil referral units was damaging and destroying on purpose or recklessly showed a total percentage of 61%, this was then followed by treats and assaults taken part on others in public and shoplifting which resulted in being cited by other was 59% and reported 57%.


[image: ]Figure (5) young offenders found guilty by offence group in England and Wales 


Figure 5 that more male and female young offenders are convicted of thefts and handling offences than any other which have been followed by violence against other people. Since 2001 the number of youths who were convicted of violence had increased by 17% for males and 32% for females. The proportion of young offenders who had received a community sentence relating to indictable offences had risen from 49% in 2000 to 74% by 2007. Over the exact period of time the proportion of youth receiving a custody sentence had fallen from 12.4% to 9.8%. 








Figure (6) Proven Youth Offences
[image: ]

Figure 6 shows another graph consisting on the different types of offences which were common from 2007 to 2010. According to (Youth Crime in England and Wales, 2018) almost all offences which were committed fell into the frequency between 2007 and 2010, whilst the highest category which has clearly been shown remained to be theft handling, violence against and individual as well as criminal damage. 










Conclusion 
According to (Acs.edu.au, 2018) the age of criminal responsibility is the age that a child is considered to be responsible for a crime. In UK children under the age of 10 years old are not measured to have reached the age where they are considered to be responsible for their crimes. Children from the age of 10 to 14 years of age can be convicted of a criminal offence if it is possible to prove that the child was aware that they were committing crime, however from the age of 14 and onwards a child is legally seen to be responsible for the actions in the same way an adult would be but with some difference in the type of sentencing for youths. According to this research, over recent years there are some factors that are likely to increase the chance of youth involving themselves, these are:
· Peer group pressure
· Peer involvement in problem behaviour
· High proportion of unsupervised time with peers
· Parental criminality
· Poor parental discipline and supervision
· Low family income
· Social isolation
· Family conflict
· Drug or alcohol misuse
· Mental illness
· Troubled home life
· Poor educational attainment
· Unemployment
· Truancy
· School disorganisation
· School exclusion
· Deprivation such as poor housing, homelessness
· Lack of social commitment
· Early involvement in problem behaviour
· Community disorganisation
· Opportunity for crime
· Availability of drugs
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