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	Targets
	What I have done in this assignment...

	Target 1
	Proofread your work to ensure accuracy of spelling, clarity of expression and to avoid careless typos.

	I have proof-read my work to ensure accuracy.



	Target 2
	Further develop your critical thinking and synthesise your ideas.
	I have tried to show further critical thinking with a limited word count.



	Target 3
	Reference all sources

	I have tried to ensure all sources have been referenced.





Name: Rhodri John
Student Number: 1802734
Module Code: ECAD6009
Module Title: 
Critically reflect on your pedagogical progress demonstrated through required elements of the Professional Learning Passport, identifying a specific area for professional development and justifying next steps for improvement. 



Part 1:
Subject Knowledge Development
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I purchased this book from a teacher friend at the start of my university experience and have used it regularly when planning to teach a new part of mathematics I am not certain of. I'll look at it while completing my planning, and a few days before teaching the lesson to revise the topic and ensure I'm not passing on any incorrect information or personal misconceptions as it has been many years since I last used many of the techniques needed for school-based mathematics. “It is important that those who teach mathematics to children know and understand more mathematics than the children may have to learn. This is necessary so that the teacher can feel confident and teach with authority in this area of the curriculum, but also so that they are more aware of the significance of what the children are learning” (Haylock, 2018, p.14)
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MLK scripts.docx & Martin Luther King Jr..mov
Humanities
Because of the attention the Black Lives Matter and Social / Racial Justice protests have been getting across the UK and America, I created resources for Martin Luther King Jr. Day and taught a lesson on the history of racial inequality in America and the changes brought about by social warriors such as Martin Luther King Jr, Rosa Parks and others of that time. Although I knew the basics of their stories, this wasn't enough to create a worthwhile resource or lesson. I completed in-depth research into each story to create a video animation, using my notes as a script. I also made an informative PowerPoint including tasks to be completed by pupils. The history of these stories links strongly to the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022 in that we aim to create ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. (Welsh Government, 2020).
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Online teaching books.jpg
These are 3 books I bought when we were first informed that we may not be permitted to physically go into schools for placement and may have to teach remotely. They gave me insights into a variety of online teaching tools and a number of different platforms being used by schools for remote learning. This gave me a head start when I started placement, and boosted my digital competency further. Because I already had some understanding of various platforms and online teaching tools, it set me in good stead when starting placement as I was able to get on-board with the schools online learning tools very quickly. “Digital competence is essential for learning, work and active participation in society. For school education, as important as understanding the competence itself is knowing how to help develop it.” (School Education Gateway, 2020)



Progression in Learning
St Dwynwen’s Day
One task within the St Dwynwen PowerPoint presentation was to write a persuasive letter to King Brychan Brycheiniog, persuading him to allow Dwynwen to marry the man she loved, Maelon. Pupils had the choice to either write a letter as Dwynwen or as Maelon. They had learnt how to write a persuasive letter during the previous term and so, were tasked with taking the knowledge they had from the previous terms teaching and put it to use in creating a new persuasive letter.
This lesson showed me that just because something had been covered in the previous term, pupils would not necessarily remember the learning right away. It was only when work started to be handed in without many of the recommended features and structure of a persuasive letter that I realised I needed to include an example and a checklist as additional scaffolding for some pupils. 
One example of progression in learning is through the spiral curriculum model set out by Bruner (1960), in which he suggested that knowledge can be taught to a child at any age if it is built upon pieve by piece in a continuum, such as a spiral. This involved information being structured so that complex ideas can be taught at a simplified level first, and then re-visited at more complex levels later on (McLeod, 2019)
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The life and wives of Henry VIII
During this week-long project, pupils learnt about Henry VIII, his six wives and his three children. They then created a database as the final task for the project. The project was delivered during remote learning and was completed over the course of 5 days. This task taught about Henry VIII, his wives, and his children in a chronological order with each new slide of the presentation continuing on from the last. This progression in learning followed Henry through his life, introducing each wife in turn before looking at the reigns of each of his 3 children.
At the start of the session, pupils had very little knowledge of the wives of Henry VIII, as they worked through the PowerPoint presentation they found it making sense to them that we were proceeding chronologically through the important events of Tudor England, beginning with Henry's early reign and working step by step through each marriage to his eventual death and into the reign of his children.
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Four Purposes
Children’s Mental Health Week
I created a whiteboard animation video about children's mental health for Children's Mental Health Week 2021. The video was used throughout the school as well as hosted on the school website and shared widely across social media.
One of the four purposes laid out in the Curriculum for Wales 2022 (Welsh Government, 2020) is to help children become ​​​​​​​healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. An important part of being a healthy, confident individual is to have a good understanding and a healthy relationship with mental health. Over the past 11 months children have lived under strict governmental regulations due to the covid-19 pandemic, often without the coping mechanisms most adults have. In creating this resource my aim was to help children and parents gain a healthier understanding of the importance of looking after our mental health.
I discovered that some children are naturally happy to discuss how they are feeling, while others are very reserved and do not like to share, particularly publicly. However, the vast majority of children do not know effective coping mechanisms to deal with the emotions they feel, or in some cases the knowledge to understand what it is they are feeling. This has helped me plan for future lessons and conversations about mental health. “It’s important to remember that being able to express yourself is not about being the best at something or putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and how you see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself.” (Place2Be, 2021)
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MLK scripts.docx & Martin Luther King Jr..mov & MLK powerpoint.pptx
One of the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022 (Welsh Government, 2020) is the create "​​​​​​​ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world." The stories of Martin Luther King Jr, Rosa Parks and other social / racial justice warriors are important historical events that can help pupils understand the battles that have been fought even in recent history. The causes fought for during those times are particularly highlighted through the past few months with the Black Lives Matter movement.
Understanding that not everyone is treated equally is important, and sometimes that's because of things such as the colour of their skin, their gender, or their sexuality. It is important that children learn about major historical events and people, it helps them become ethically informed citizens, and creates empathy towards the people of the past who have had to fight for their rights. Without this empathy there can be no understanding of the importance of people’s experiences.
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PART 2
PLP Link https://v3.pebblepad.co.uk/spa/#/public/kwhG4Zpr6x4x479rqfMt76rhtW
Introduction
Online learning has become an important part of school-life since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, and I believe it will continue to evolve and be used throughout school life as we move forward, beyond isolations and school closures due to Covid-19. It is this reason that the topic of Digital Competency through online learning tools has been chosen as the focus point of this essay. Throughout this essay, the focus will be primarily on the importance of learning how to use technology to allow online learning to move from strength to strength, ensuring it is not held back by an inability and unwillingness to embrace and adapt to new technology. This links in with my Professional Learning Passport target of improving subject knowledge development in the area of digital competency. Whilst online learning has been used throughout all key stages of school life, this essay will, when suitable, primarily focus on its usage in Key Stage 2 to align with my own experience of use. For my third year placement I was placed in a year six class where I would have been teaching twenty three pupils. Two weeks before placement was due to begin, Welsh Government announced that due to a rise of covid-19 cases in Wales, all schools would be closed except to vulnerable children, and children of key workers (Welsh Government, 2021). Because of this announcement I ensured that before starting my placement I contacted the school to find out which platforms they would be using so I could familiarise myself with them in the hopes of being able to enter the school with a good understanding of the platforms and tools being used. The school set up its online learning platform using Microsoft Teams where pupils were grouped by year group rather than by class. I would now be teaching 47 pupils remotely instead of 23 face to face. Although I have used Teams for university lectures throughout my third year, the way in which the school was using the platform was very different, with use of the “Assignments” tab to allow each lesson to be a set assignment for asynchronous learning. 


Critical discussion of chosen aspect – Digital Competency
‘Digital Competency’ “refers to the confident and critical usage of the full range of digital technologies for information, communication and basic problem-solving in all aspects of life” (School Education Gateway, 2020). Simply put, it is the ability, confidence, and effectiveness of using a variety of digital tools, in this case, in the classroom. Digital Competency has replaced the idea of Digital Literacy, delivering a wider approach than previously by focusing more on diverse knowledge, capabilities and dispositions needed by future teachers as opposed to the skills-focused Digital Literacy frameworks previously used. A good level of digital competency has benefits for both the learners and those doing the teaching. As an educator it is important to be confident with the tools you are using to teach as this not only helps lessons run smoothly, but sets an example that high quality work can be reliably completed, and expected, using a variety of digital tools. As a student it can be a daunting experience to have your learning experience move suddenly from in-person learning to learning through a digital platform. Although online teaching is not a new concept and has been in existence to some degree for many decades, the vast majority of the technology used today is new, particularly to primary schools. The origin of what we now see as online education can be traced back 170 years to a correspondence course that was offered in the United Kingdom, then known as distance learning the instructor would send and receive assignments through the mail. However, the first online learning environment came with the creation of an intranet for the University of Illinois back in 1960 (Ross, 2020). The problem of better-preparing teacher education students to use digital technologies effectively and productively in schools is an enduring issue (Guzman and Nussbaum 2009; Otero et al. 2005; Sutton 2011). While universities may dedicate a small number of sessions to improving ICT skills, technology moves forward at a rapid pace. Unless teaching students take it upon themselves to actively stay up to date with new technology as they move into and through their teaching career, the skills and tools learnt in university can quickly become outdated.
Although there is general agreement that it is important to develop and implement different approaches to preparing teachers to be able to deliver a more integrated and holistic approach that focuses on students concerns of “a disconnect between their technology training and the rest of their teacher preparation program” (Sutton, 2011), there is debate over what content programmes of this nature should be comprised of and how it should be delivered.
Janssen et al.’s (2013) Delphi study provides insights into what a more holistic digital competence framework might look like (Falloon, 2020). They surveyed 95 expert representatives from education and training, government and policy, academic, IT business and government and policy sectors. The results of this survey revealed twelve elements considered essential to gain a broad level of digital competency. These results are summarised in the below table (Table 1). Janssen, et al., (2013) saw each element as a building block in establishing a holistic focused digital competency framework.
Table 1
	Competency
	Knowledge and understanding of

	Functional
	Terminology, use of digital technologies for basic purposes

	Integrative
	Effective integration of digital technologies into everyday life

	Specialised
	Optimising digital technology use for work and creative purposes

	Communication and collaboration
	Digitally-supported networking for collaborative knowledge development

	Information management
	Using digital technologies to access, organise, analyse and judge the relevance and accuracy of digital information.

	Privacy and Security
	Measures to protect one’s personal identity, data, and security

	Legal and ethical
	Socially appropriate behaviours in digital environments, including legal and ethical factors associated with the use of digital technologies and content

	Technology and Society
	The context and use of digital technologies, and the impacts of these on people and society

	Learning with and about technology
	Emerging digital technologies, and how they can be used to support learning across the lifespan

	Informed decision making
	Critical selection of digital technologies suited to needs and purpose

	Coherence/self-efficacy
	Using digital technologies to improve personal and professional performance

	Dispositional
	The importance of maintaining an objective and balanced perspective on digital innovations, and being confident to explore and exploit their potential as opportunities arise



As someone who is confident with using technology both in my daily life and in my teaching, I aim to continue to use new technology in the classroom and wider school community as it emerges, finding ways to incorporate effective use into my every day teaching to ensure digital skills are not limited to a small number of set subjects, but to use it in every day teaching in hopes of helping my pupils to understand that digital technology is a tool to be used throughout all aspects of their life as the modern world and societal life demands. Technology continues to make big advancements year on year and is certain to play an even bigger part in the lives of people in years to come than it does even now. The difference in how technology has such a dominant place in our lives today as compared to fifteen years ago is astronomical, and I firmly believe the next fifteen years will see the use of technology both at home and at work evolve even further. As part of the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022 (Welsh Government, 2020), it is important that as teachers we ensure to create enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. It is down to teachers and schools to prepare pupils for life beyond school, and to do that effectively we must have high levels of digital competency ourselves to allow us to effectively and efficiently embrace the use of technology and demonstrate its potential by using in to its highest potential within the classroom and the whole-school.
During the start of my placement I made the decision to research some new pieces of software and began to create whiteboard animations for use in my teaching. My initial idea was to create short introduction videos to my topics to give pupils a fresh approach as opposed to the tried and tested PowerPoint presentations. As I created more videos and received incredibly positive reviews from pupils, school staff and peers across social media complimenting my use of technology to create fun, engaging and educational videos I began to create videos for further uses, including videos to mark major events such as national holidays and important calendar events such as Children’s Mental Health Week, as well as creating videos for my fellow student teachers to use for their own class topics. During my time on placement, I also worked closely to learn how to use and introduce a number of other digital tools to the classroom, including scheduling assignments in advance on Microsoft Teams, trialling and introducing FlipGrid to my class, and teaching other Key Stage 2 staff how to introduce it to their own classes. Although initial engagement with FlipGrid was high during remote learning, it quickly dwindled to just a few responses to each video and was determined to be unsuitable for the current class. Through follow-up discussions with other teachers, it was discovered that other year groups had a much more successful integration. This showed me that just like with in-person teaching tools, although one digital tool may not work well for one class, it could be a very successful pedagogical tool in another. This indicates that it is important to trial and test a large number of digital tools with a variety of pupils to discover which tools are best suited to each class, and to not limit yourselves to certain tools.
It is important to view digital competence as a transversal competence which also helps us master other key competences such as basic skills in maths and science, as well as communication and language skills (Vuorikari, 2015). In her article titled “Becoming digitally competent: A task for the 21st-century citizen”, Vourikari references a survey published in 2014 on digital inclusion and skills in the EU (Digital Agenda Scoreboard, 2014) which shows that in 2012, 47% of the EU population had insufficient skills with 23% having no digital skills at all, either through not having access, or not needing access. In the United Kingdom these rates were better at 11% having no digital skills and 41% having low levels of digital skills. It is considered that you need more than low level skills to function effectively in the digital society, meaning nearly half of Europe’s population could, in 2012, be considered insufficiently digitally skilled. Although I expect these numbers will have improved in recent years, particularly due to governmental assistance in supplying access to devices and internet connectivity to thousands of children and young people during the Covid-19 pandemic, schools still have a pivotal role to play in teaching future generations worthwhile and long-lasting digital skills that will stay with them long after pupils leave school and continue into their adult lives as ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives (Welsh Government, 2020).
In conclusion, my research findings suggest that as a country we still have a long way to go to close the gap between those at the lower end of the digital skills with those near the top, and I believe schools can, and should, play a vital role in this. As technology develops, if we do not close the gap then it will only extend, eventually creating bigger problems when it comes to both employability and general quality of life as technology plays a bigger and bigger role in every-day life. 
As I continue my teaching, I intend to stay up to date with any new technology and work with both my fellow colleagues and the pupils in my class to test and trial new ways of teaching. There is a high probability that some technologies or tools will, when tested, fail to be suitable, enjoyable, or effective. This is a risk that will need to be assessed each and every time a new tool is trialled, and is a risk that will be worth taking, in a measured way, to find the tools and technologies that work well for each teacher and each class. When this risk pays off and a technology or tool is found to be a successful learning aid, the whole class will have a feeling of accomplishment and ownership over that way of learning. However, just as importantly, if a trialled tool fails the test and is discovered to be unsuitable, the whole class will be able to look at this failure as a moment of learning. Sometimes, failure can be a better teacher than success.
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[Martin Luther King... Who was he and what did he do?

Martin Luther King Jr's father was the pastor of the their Church in Atlanta, Georgia, in the United
States of America.

Martin was a gifted student. He was awarded several university degrees and became a Doctor of
Divinity.

He decided he wanted to become a minister and delivered his first sermon at his father’s church at
the age of 18

In December 1955, in Montgomery Alabama, Rosa Parks, a black woman, was arrested for failing to
give up her bus seat to a white man

Martin Luther King was appointed president of the Montgomery Improvement Association which led
the boycott of the Montgomery bus services. (A boycott is where you stop using goods or services to
bring about a change )

The bus boycott lasted 381 days at the end of which the US Supreme Court ruled that segregation
was illegal.

Martin Luther King was a very brave man who believed in non violent protest. During the course of
his campaign his house was bombed, he was arrested on numerous oceasions and he was stabbed
Finally he was shot at the age of 39.

Dr King was a very powerful orator (speech maker). His most famous speech, | Have A Dream, was
delivered to an audience of 250,000 people.

Following Martin Luther King’s murder a national day of mourning was declared in the USA.

Martin Luther King Day, held on the third Monday of January, is now a public holiday in the USA.

Doctor Martin Luther King junior was an American Baptist minister activist humanitarian and also
known for being the leader of the African American Civil rights movement doctor Martin Luther King
Martin Luther King was born in Atlanta GA on January 15", 1929. The world knows him today as =
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