4.1 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation will analyse the findings from the questionnaire relating to the topic discussed throughout this dissertation. 
As a reminder this dissertation aims to evaluate how societal attitudes and victim blaming play a role in shaping stereotypes within the criminal justice system. The first objective of this dissertation is to explore the stereotypes associated with victims of crime ands beliefs surrounding their responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support. The second objective aims to assess how societal attitudes toward victim blaming influence crime reporting and responses within the criminal justice system. Lastly, the third objective will examine the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors, including its effects on their self-esteem, mental health, and their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system. 
4.2 Findings: Description of analysis and results
All the participants confirmed that they were over the age of 18 and consented to taking part in the questionnaire. 

(Figure 1)
As new can see from figure 1 above the majority of people (55%) who participated in this questionnaire were female. 39% of participants were male, 2% identified as nonbinary and 4% preferred not to say 

(Figure 2 )
As we can see from figure 2 the majority of participants (35%) were between 18-21 years old. 16% of participants were 22-29 years old, 6 % were 30-39 years old, 20% were 40-49 years old, 18% were 50-59 years old and 4% were over 60 years old. There is a good number of participants who have a young and fresh outlook on things, whilst the older participants may have set beliefs about certain topics, so it will be interesting to compare how both the younger and older generation  view this topic. 

(Figure 3)
Figure 3 above show the results from question 4 which asked to what extent the participants agree that some victims of crime may contribute to their victimisation. From the graph shown in figure 3 we can see 43% of participants agreed that some victims contribute to their victimisation while 34% disagreed with this, 9% of participants strongly disagreed and 15% were unsure.
According to Thompson (2019) it is thought that some victims might contribute to their victimisation, though this is often worded in a way that suggest the victim's actions or behaviours may have triggered events that lead to their victimization rather than outright blame being placed. 

(Figure 4)
Question 5 was a scenario question. A scenario was presented to participants and then they were asked to rate their level of empathy on a scale from 1-10 (1 being not empathetic at all and 10 being extremely empathetic). The scenario is this question was the following:
Whilst walking home from school, a 16 year old girl is attacked by a group of girls who have been bullying her in school.
Figure 4 shows us a breakdown of each level of empathy. 29 participants rated a level 10, while most others rated between 5 and 9. 2 participants rated a level 4, and 1 participant rated a level 2.
Question 6 was a follow up question where participants were asked to give a reason for their level of empathy. Not all participants gave a reason for their rating but the ones that did gave some insightful views. One participant that rated a level 10 empathy stated that they “I feel sorry because she was young, defenceless and out numbered”, while another commented that they “feel very strongly about social injustice, and have seen the emotional and physical results of bullying”. While these participants clearly feel extremely empathetic towards the victim other participants didn’t share the same feelings. The participant that rated a level 1 didn’t provide a reason for their rating. The participant that rated a level 5 of empathy stated that “Kids fight and argue all the time. It’s just part of growing up. It’s unfortunate, but it’s not the end of the world” while the participant that rated a level 6 of empathy stated that “She should have just ignored them or walked a different way. If she wasn’t reacting so much, they probably wouldn’t have targeted her”.

(Figure 5)
Question 7 then goes on to ask to what extent does the participant agree that the majority of victims that engage with the criminal justice system (for example reporting a crime and participating in the prosecution of the crime) receive the support that they deserve. Figure 5 shows the majority of participants (52%) disagree and don’t believe that victims receive the appropriate support. 8% of participants strongly disagree and 21% were unsure. Only a small number of participants agreed with this and believe that victims do receive the appropriate support, 17% agree and 2% strongly agree. 
According to the Criminal justice Joint Inspection (2023) a new report has found that the Criminal Justice system is not providing the best service to victims and is failing to spend enough time and attention to cases.


(Figure 6)
Question 8 asked participants if they feet that in the last 10 years society has become more, or less, empathetic towards victims of crime. As seen in figure 6 the majority of participants believe that society has become a little less empathetic towards victims in the last 10 years. 25% believe that society has become a little more empathetic, 10% believe it to be a lot more, 8% believe it to be a lot less and 23% believe that it depends on the victim. 

(Figure 7)
Question 9 presents another scenario question. This time the scenario is about a 78 year old woman with early onset dementia, who started working at 16 and retired at 65, loses her pension due to fraud. This follows the same structure as the last where Participants were asked to rate their level of empathy Again we can see from figure 7 that 35 of the participants were extremely empathetic towards the victim and only a small number of participants were unempathetic . 
Question 10 presented the participants with the opportunity to state a reason behind their rating. The participants that rated a level 10 of empathy all had similar reasons, claiming that they rated that level because “She's extremely vulnerable due to both her age and her medical condition” or “She’s vulnerable”. The participant that rated a level 3 of empathy stated their reasoning for that was be cause “people get scammed all the time. It’s unfortunate, but that’s just how things go sometimes” 

(Figure 8)
Question 11 asked participants if they thought stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of victim-blaming. From the figure above we can see that almost all of the participants (81%) agree with this question while 15% believe that it might and 4% were usure.
According to Spencer (2016) when society stereotypes a victim—whether by the way they dress, act, or the environment they are in—it shifts the focus from the perpetrator's actions to the victim's supposed role in the event. This process unjustly places the responsibility for the harm on the victim rather than the one who caused the harm.

(Figure 9)
Question 12 asked participants if they thought that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims seeking help. Again the majority of participants (73%) said yes and think that victim blaming odes have an impact on victims seeking help, 8% of participants said no it doesn’t have an impact, 15% said that maybe it does and the remining 4% were unsure 


(Figure 10)
Question 13 asked participants if they thought that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims reporting incidents. Again the majority of participants (79%) said yes and think that victim blaming does have an impact on victims reporting incident , 8% of participants said no it doesn’t have an impact, 8% said that maybe it does and the remining 4% were unsure. 

(Figure 10)
Question 14 presents another scenario question. This scenario is about a 16 year old boy who is attacked whilst walking home from school by a group of boys who have been bullying him in school. We can see from figure 11 that 31 of the participants were extremely empathetic towards the victim and only a small number of participants were unempathetic . 
Question 15 presented the participants with the opportunity to state a reason behind their rating. The participants that rated a level 10 of empathy all had similar reasons, claiming that they rated that level because “Bullying is a horrible thing for anyone to experience”. One participant that rated a low level of empathy stated their reasoning for that was because “He should be able to defend himself and fight back”. Another participant stated that they “rated it slightly lower than the girl scenario,  because the girls scenario is purely sexist, and I believe boys fighting is generally seen as more acceptable”.

(Figure 12) 
Question 16 asked participants if they believe that certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime. 65% of participants believe that sometimes certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim, 6% believe that it always increases the likelihood, 10% said it rarely does, 2% said never and 16% were unsure. 
Linking to question 16, question 17 asked participants if they could provide an example of behaviours they felt may increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime. All if the answers provided were similar example with Anti-social behaviour, vulnerability, unaware of surroundings and trusting strangers too easily. 

(Figure 13)
Question 18 set out another scenario question. This scenario asked participants how empathetic they are to a street sex worker that gets lured into a car and taken to a dark and secluded area by a man, where he assaults her and leaves her beaten and violated. As we can see from figure 13 the majority of participants were extremely empathetic towards the victim. 
Question 15 presented the participants with the opportunity to state a reason behind their rating. Some participants gave their reasoning saying that “Nobody has the right to violate another person, no matter what their job is” and “Just because she has sex for a living doesn't mean she should have to endure that”. The participants that rated a low level of empathy did not provide a reason as to why. 

(Figure 14)
The final question in the questionnaire asked participants if they think there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime (e.g. effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system). As we can see in the date from figure 14 73% of participants believe there is a negative psychological impact on survivors of crime, 6% believe that there isn’t, 8% believe that there might be and 12% were unsure. 
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