



Question: Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. 
 

 
Policing by Consent has been and still is a very important aspect of Policing. This is because the main role of the Police is to serve the general public and they may be unable to carry out their duties if the public were to feel unsatisfied with the service that they receive or did not want the help. According to the Home Secretary 2012, policing by consent is a “long standing philosophy of British policing” and the concept of Policing by Consent is based on Robert Peel’s 9 Principles of Policing. These 9 principles were introduced in 1829 and every Constable had to follow these whilst conducting their duties. The general idea of the 9 principles of policing is that the public need the Police, but the Police need the public’s approval to provide a service. They were laid out in Sir Robert Peel’s Policing Principles 1829 and were the corner stone in the ‘founding of the Metropolitan Police Service’  Ranksuccess (2022). Through the years, there have been many examples of when the public have lost faith in the Police Service and incidents such as riots have occurred which did cause a lot of harm and damage to the relationship between public and Police but also influenced change in how the Police were to conduct their duties.  
During the 1980s, racism in the Police was very evident and unfortunately led to a lot of Officers treating minorities differently which led to a severe distrust towards the Police. In 1824, a law was passed called the Vagrancy Act 1824, The Police Foundation (2012), and allowed Officers to stop and search anyone they believed to be suspicious, this later became better known as the SUS law. Officers during the 1980s were often seen using this law to search anyone they personally found suspicious which may have been racially motivated for some Police Officers and on the 10th April1981 the public turned against the Police because of this behaviour, in the Brixton Riots as coined by the media The Guardian (1981). Fraga (2021) stated that hundreds of young black males took to the streets and “overturned police cars, set fires, looted businesses, and threw bottles, bricks, and petrol bombs”. The Brixton Riots lasted for three days and during the riots, many buildings were looted and damaged, 279 Officers were injured and over 100 cars were damaged as recorded by Black Cultural Archives. The result of the Brixton Riots wasn’t just devastating to the local community but also caused issues when it came to the public cooperating with the Police. The public, primarily the ethnic communities, felt they could not rely on or inform the police of potential criminal activity in the area. Because of the severity of the riots, an investigation had to be carried out to establish the reasons behind the outrage against the Police and this led to the Scarman Report which was released on the 25th November 1981. Lea (2012) explains that Lord Scarman recommended that every stop and search must be recorded, there should be better communication between the Police and ethnic minorities and the PACE Act should be introduced to give Officers stricter guidelines to abide by. These measures would help the public to trust that Police could be held accountable for their actions  and therefore they should act more fairly and appropriately. 
 
 
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was later created to ensure Officers were conducting their duties lawfully. Unlike the SUS Act, the PACE Act 1984 did not allow Officers to randomly search people because they looked suspicious but now an Officer must have reasonable grounds to search an individual as shown in Section 1 of the PACE Act 1984. For example, if a Police Officer has received a report that an individual has committed theft, they have reasonable grounds to search said individual under Section 1. According to the Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students (2022) “a search under s 1 of the PACE Act 1984 must be for a stolen or prohibited article”. The PACE Act 1984 did further improve Police and public relations as the public knew what Officers were allowed to do and guidance on appropriate behaviour than they had before the Scarman Report. Unfortunately, that did not mean that all Officers abided by the new regulations and issues such as racism were still a major issue which led to a lack of trust and cooperation between ethnic communities and the Police, making Policing by Consent difficult as it depends greatly on trust.  
 
 
This was once again brought to the Nation's attention on 22nd April 1993 when a young black male named Stephen Lawrence was murdered. Stephen Lawrence and his friend were waiting at a bus stop when they were approached and beaten by a gang of young white men. Stephen’s friend came away with serious injuries, but Stephen was stabbed and died at the scene. After the investigation did not get very far, an inquiry was led by Sir William Mcpherson who “uncovered major failings in the police investigation and in the way Stephen Lawrence’s family and his friend Duwayne Brooks were treated” The Mcpherson Report: Twenty-Two Years On (2021). This report obviously highlighted the fact that due to institutional racism, the Police had once again lost the confidence of the public, especially the ethnic minorities who had been greatly mistreated in very public ways. Williams (2021) stated that “When the police use their powers disproportionately – in differing proportions on different ethnic groups – it causes suspicion among some communities that they are being unfairly targeted”. A lot of Police work is very dependent on communication and cooperation from the community but if certain parts of the community are under the impression they will be mistreated or simply do not trust them, they will not pass on important information to allow Officers to carry out their duties. Police Officers rely strongly on their local communities and the general public to know that the Police Service is there to create a safer environment but unfortunately when one Officer behaves inappropriately or commits an offence, it negatively affects how the entire Police Service looks to the public. If the public cannot trust the Police to conduct their duties lawfully, Policing by Consent will be more difficult to achieve.  
 
 
On March 3rd 2021, Sarah Everard was abducted, raped and murdered by a Police Officer in London. The MET Officer named Wayne Couzens was seen on CCTV stepping out of a hire car to talk to Sarah Everard, then handcuffing and placing her in the car. Sarah was only 33 years old when a Police Officer whose job it was to protect the public, took her life. This rocked the Nation especially considering women generally do not feel safe out on their own and because of this incident a lot of people feel that they cannot trust the police with their safety, It also came to light that Wayne Couzens was “charged with two offences of exposure contrary to s66 Sexual Offences Act 2003” CPS (2022), once in 2015 and once in 2020 which meant that there had been failings in the vetting of new Police Officers which led to more distrust from local communities because it appears that the Police Service are not holding their own accountable. However, Wayne Couzens was sentenced to a full life term imprisonment for the murder of Sarah Everard, demonstrating that not even Police Officers are above the law, which is positive because if the public feel that the Police are held accountable for their actions, they are more likely to give the Police consent to carry out their duties, as the police still in the job must be upstanding members of society. Since this incident the Metropolitan Police have released information and guidelines on how you can check a Police Officers identity and how the MET plan on regaining the public's trust, helping towards improving Policing by Consent. Metropolitan Police have also said “all officers must and will now expect to work harder to gain the confidence of the public” and they will attempt to do this by doing things such as creating an action plan for tackling violence against women and increasing the number of patrols in known trouble areas. This will aid policing with consent because it has shown the public that they understand that the Police have failed the public in certain aspects, but they are always looking into ways to improve the service that they provide. By doing this they will restore public confidence and be able to police by consent effectively.  
 
 
In conclusion, Police Officers have always needed the cooperation and support of the general public and importantly, local communities to conduct their everyday duties. When the public help by reporting crimes and issues in their communities, the Police can prevent offences taking place and improve public safety. When incidents occur such as Stephen Lawrence's murder and the Brixton Riots, it is damaging to the dynamic between the Police and the Public but by creating a learning curve to create a better and more reliable Police Service, trust can be salvaged. Bamaung (2021) stated that “The ability of the British police to operate effectively depends on the consent and support of the general public” which has been proven since the formation of the Police Service in 1829 and when Robert Peel first introduced the 9 Principles of Policing.  
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