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[bookmark: _Toc108834810]Introduction
Crime is considered as behavior either by omission or act, described by common or statutory law as an individual that is deserving of punishment. Many crimes require intent aspects, and some minor crimes are committed due to strict liability even if the criminal has to mindset for that particular action. This essay will highlight crime prevention and theories related to it. For a better understanding of theories of crime prevention, these would be linked to a real-life case study that will also be described in this essay. 
[bookmark: _Toc108834811]Main Body
[bookmark: _Toc108834812]Crime Prevention
According to Bjørgo(2016), crime prevention is considered a measure and strategy that reduce the risk of occurrence of crime and its harmful influence on society and individual, including crime fear, by intervening to impact various causes. There are basically four approaches that aid in controlling crime that is deterrence, retribution, incarceration and rehabilitation. Crime can be prevented by increasing detection risks and reducing offending rewards, and increasing offending difficulty. This form of prevention of crime is related to the system of criminal justice that are courts, prisons and police and is considered the most understandable crime prevention form. In the UK, the government has taken many strategies and initiatives for reducing crime like modern crime prevention strategy, police crime prevention initiatives and many others. The modern crime prevention strategy is developed on new techniques, technology and research to update the way an individual thinks about crime prevention. Police crime prevention initiative was developed for attaining sustainability in crime reduction by inducing a proper system that can provide a new and effective way of preventing crime. In the UK, the act that works on preventing crime is The Prevention of Crime Act 1953, which was basically developed to ban weapons to civilians and to reduce violent crime in the country (Legislation UK, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc108834813]Importance of Crime Prevention
In the view of (), there are basically three main reasons why crime prevention has become essential that are operational, community and economic initiatives. Prevention of crime has become an essential concern for the economy as crime pays in huge amounts of fiscal resources. The crime cost is increasing as well as crime expenditures like correction, criminal justice system, policing, the security industry and hidden costs like compensation, loss of victim productivity and medical cost. Considering the crime cost that is increasing, it has become essential for law enforcement and police agencies to enlist and recruit citizens' assistance so that criminals can be arrested and crime costs can be decreased. Increment in crime rates with changes in demography is attributed to migration and urbanisation. The community has learned that a singular campaign that is imposed by law enforcement would not aid in preventing crime. They have formed groups of crime prevention in their communities so that they can aid in crime prevention. 
[bookmark: _Toc108834814]Theories of Crime Prevention
[bookmark: _Toc108834815]Crime-Control Model
The crime-control model emphasizes expeditious and standardized defendant processing through a system of court and offenders' punishment based on the crime severity. This model described that prosecution and arrest tend to prove a person guilty. This model further leads to policies that focus on punishment and arrest by the criminal justice system for the offender to repress criminal behavior and deter crime (Simon, 2020). Crime-control model focus on the effect system with the essential function of controlling and suppressing crime so that it can be ensured that society is safe and that public order is present. This model states that controlling crime should be considered the essential thing than the freedom of an individual. This model follows a conservative perspective. To protect society and make sure that people who live in the country feel free from any crime threat, this model advocate for severe and swift punishment for offenders. The process of justice resembles the charge of the prosecutor as an assembly line. Moreover, the court determines the person who is guilty, and the individual who has been found guilty receives severe and appropriate punishment through the correction system. This model also takes a plea bargain, as trials can take a long time and can contribute to slowing the process down (Ortman, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc108834816]Situational Crime Prevention
The situational crime prevention theory suggests that the most appropriate way to stop a criminal is to develop a physical environment and space in a way that will make committing crime harder and also aids in increasing of apprehending criminals. The idea behind this theory is to change the perception of criminals of crime rewards by making the experience harder and much riskier. This theory of situational crime prevention was introduced in the 1980s by Ronald Clarke. In this theory, it is stated by Clarke that the appropriate way of crime prevention is to integrate methods that develop a condition that will make it harder for criminals to commit any crime. This theory is also considered an intervention model and requires suitable identification of factors, patterns, and routines that are related to the activity of criminals (Brantingham and Brantingham, 2017). In the view of Leontiadis and Hutchings(2015), there are five techniques that can be utilised with this model that are increasing the risk of crime commission, reducing situations that lead to crime, and removing any excuses that are generated after crime commission, and increasing effort for crime commission. 
[bookmark: _Toc108834817]Development Theory of Crime Prevention
The theory of development crime prevention generated a connection to the development of chid with later delinquency. Scientists that have conducted experiments for prevention explain that factors related to the early development of a child can be considered essential precursors to delinquent behaviour. The delinquency risks involved socially disruptive behaviour, cognitive deficits, and poor parenting. Based on the research of Ladd and Kochenderfer-Ladd(2019), poor parenting includes various aspects like home conflict, family disruption experienced at an early age, neglect and parents' deviant behaviour. However, many development intervention methods utilised courses that are associated with proper parenting and school measures. This theory mainly focuses on minor offenders as well as circumstances that they faced in their life. This theory further states that the continuation of such circumstances and change over time also contribute to the risk of resistance towards offending or offending. This theory further defines how a child develops and changes over time, as well as the impact of external and internal environment on the behavior of the child and how it can lead a child towards conducting severe crimes in the future. 
[bookmark: _Toc108834818]Social Crime Prevention Theory
According to Lewis and Salem(2017), the social crime prevention theory aims at preventing crime by not changing the physical environment but the social one. This theory intends to develop social conditions that would aid in deterring actual or potential criminals from committing any crime. Hence, methods that are linked with social crime prevention involve empowering societies with programs and resources that can develop a diversion from the behaviour of the criminal. This model is also considered an intervention model and focuses on children and youth, and strategies related to this model involve activities of skills building, centres of youth drop-in, employment programmes, leisure programs and other strategies that can aid in increasing behaviour of productivity. This theory also focuses on community and social crime prevention that can aid in preventing crime by putting more focus on social practices. The approach of criminal justice seeks to prevent crime through the aid of the community. This model further aids in describing the root cause of a crime that leads the criminal towards conducting severe crime. Due to social interaction, it is stated that the degree of committing crime among younger people has increased due to the gathering they interact with on a daily basis (Kim and Phillips, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc108834819]Link to Real-Life Case Study
Rotherham child sexual exploitation scandal is a known case that happened between 1997 to 2013. Around 1,400 children were sexually abused by British-Pakistani men. From the case study analysis, it was assessed that this scandal consisted of child sexual abuse that happened in Rotherham, England, from the 1980s till the 2010s. This scandal was risen due to local authorities' failure to report abuse. This case is also considered as ‘Biggest Child Protection Scandal in UK History’. The children who were sexually abused were picked up by taxi drivers from home cares and schools. Around five British-Pakistani men were convicted due to abusing girls from age 12 to 16 (GOV UK, 2016). This case also put forward various other cases that describe the situation in the UK and that crime is increasing rather than decreasing. From the Crime-control model, it is identified that the criminals were able to commit such heinous crimes as the authority was failing to take appropriate actions against such people and was turning a blind eye to what was happening in the town. Preventing crime is not just a duty of officials of government. It is also a duty of communities as they are the people who become victims of such crimes. The five British-Pakistani men that were responsible for sexually harassing the girls were conducting this crime because they knew that they would not face any huge punishment as society was neglecting their act. This crime was committed continuously for 16 years, and due to increased cases, this became a known issue, and the criminals were convicted (BBC, 2018). 
From the situational crime prevention theory, it is identified that crime can be prevented if such conditions occur where they would find it hard to commit a crime in the Rotherham case study. It was very easy for the men to commit such heinous crimes continuously and get away from it. Based on this theory, it is assessed that if local authorities had reported this crime before, then police and law enforcement agencies would have read the patterns and routines of criminals and would have convicted them before, and 1,400 children who become victims could have been saved (NCA UK, 2022). From the development theory of crime prevention, it was determined that British-Pakistani men that committed this crime see women as imported products. This is the issue of their development and thinking. It can also be viewed as something which they have adopted from close family members. This case study also provided a view of networks that Asian males made with white females. The men convicted also have two women who worked as trafficking those girls out of town. Many girls who faced this abuse were from an Asian background. These girls were made pregnant, which also put harm in their development and led them to trauma (The Week, 2015). 
From the analysis of social crime prevention theory, it is assessed that the people who were involved in the Rotherham scandal committed this crime due to their interaction with each other. All people involved were influenced by each other to commit this crime. It can also be considered that all five British-Pakistani men and women that were involved in this case always lived in a society where they looked at girls as imported things or sex toys that they could use however they wanted. The main reason that this crime escalated was the blind eye that local authorities turned over this case even without knowing about the crime that was being committed in their town (Tufail, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc108834820]Conclusion
In a nutshell, it can be summarised that crime prevention has become necessary as crimes are increasing. In the UK, the government has taken many measures like modern crime prevention strategy and police crime prevention initiatives. This essay has further described various theories of crime prevention which include crime-control theory, situational theory, development theory, and social theory of crime prevention. All these theories were linked with the Rotherham case scandal of 1,400 girls who were sexually assaulted by five men. These theories aid in generating a better understanding of the case study.
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