TILLIA TOTH 

THE IMPACT OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS FOR CHRISTIANS AND JEWS.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were deemed as the most famous discovery of the 20th Century. Starting in 1947, 800 manuscripts nearly identical to the Old Testament were under-covered in caves in Qumran, Israel. Containing alternate versions of biblical texts and never before seen original works, the scrolls are said to be the most important findings in biblical archaeology and Jewish second temple studies. This essay intends to show the profound impacts the Christian and Jewish communities faced after the discovery of the scrolls. 

There were many benefits for the Christian and Jewish community after the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. The main, and arguably the most important one, was that it provided a great sense of comfort and confidence in God’s word. With the scrolls being found 2000 years after being originally written many people found it suspicious that they weren’t found before 1947 having not been particularly hidden. However, many Christians came forward declaring that it was Gods intention for the scrolls to be discovered so many years later. 
So is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, 
But will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it  [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Isaiah 55:11, The Bible ] 

God has not only been very meticulous in giving us his word, He has also watched over us and preserved his word. [footnoteRef:2] The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever. [footnoteRef:3] If God wanted them to be found sooner, they would have been.  [2:  Clarence L. Haynes Jr., Bible Study Tools (2022) <https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-every-christian-should-know-about-the-dead-sea-scrolls.html> [accessed 13 November 2023].]  [3:  Isaiah 40:8, The Bible] 


The scrolls can be split into three categories; category 1 being ‘Old Testament Biblical Documents’, category 2 is ‘Texts Relating to the Everyday Life and Literacy Heritage of the Time Period’ and category 3 are ‘The Sectarian Scrolls’. Of course, all are important, but category 2 showed us that these scrolls also provided us with a massive historical impact, because these scrolls gave us a glimpse into the long-lost world of an extinct religious sect that existed the same time Jesus did [footnoteRef:4] and helped uncover so much more about the world 2000 years ago. When they were first found the technology in radiocarbon dating was not advanced enough to be able to scientifically date them without risking damage to the scrolls, so palaeographic dating was used instead. This then allowed for scepticism to be raised as palaeographic dating, being the study of writing, cannot achieve 100% accuracy. They were estimated to be dated around 3rd century BC – 1st century AD (in later years this was confirmed to be true by more accurate technology) which was an incredibly important time for the history of the world, helping us gain an insight into the earliest history of the bible when it was still being written and edited (still to this day it is the oldest copy of the Hebrew bible). For Christians and Jews this was very insightful, as it allowed for them to be able to connect with the world back then through religion. Times have changed and we now live very different lives to the lives lived in 3rd century BC, but they all still followed the same teachings and had the same beliefs.  [4:  History Time, The Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient History Documentary [video]. 2019 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKjbc66qp3Y > [accessed 10 November 2023].] 

The universe is wired with the electricity of God, & each of us is a lamp. It doesn't matter the size or shape of the lamp; it only matters that the lamp is plugged in. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Marianne Williamson, [Facebook] <https://www.facebook.com/williamsonmarianne/posts/152410241466059> 1 October 2010 [accessed 13 November 2023].] 


New stories from the original bible were found in the scrolls. The most interesting two being a long lost conversation Noah had with his father, Lamech, and a reason to why God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac : In Genesis, God instructs Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac, a malevolent figure called “Mastemah” challenges God to test him “God thus does not originate the evil,” says scroll scholar Dr. James Vanderkim, “but merely countenances it and permits Abraham to prove his faithfulness.” [footnoteRef:6] 1000s of books and studies have been written based off the scrolls as to what they mean for Christianity/ Judaism. Some of the strangest of these ideas include ‘Jesus the Man’ by Barabara Thiering in which she believes Jesus didn’t die on the cross, but married Mary Magdalen, had children and lived happily ever after. She asserts that Jesus didn't die on the cross, on the grounds that he bled after the spear thrust (John 19:34) because ‘dead men don’t bleed’.[footnoteRef:7] And in Acts 6:7 ‘…the word of God increased’ is code for Jesus’ family growing larger. [footnoteRef:8] Another theory, by Carston Peter Theide and José O'Callaghan Martínez, who both claim that several papyrus fragments from Qumran Cave 7 are actually Christian New Testament texts from pre-AD 70 [footnoteRef:9] but, this is not accepted by many scholars.  [6:  No Name, New International Version (2023) <https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/15-surprising-facts-about-the-dead-sea-scrolls/> [accessed 13 November 2023].]  [7:  Jonathan Sarfati, Creation.Com (2006) <https://creation.com/barbara-thiering-a-short-critique> [accessed 24 November 2023].]  [8:  Ibid. ]  [9:  Wikipedia (2023) <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carsten_Peter_Thiede> [accessed 24 November 2023].] 


When they were originally found, the scrolls were hidden to the public for years which caused many speculations and rumours to come fourth about what mysteries the scrolls hardboard. The main criticism that has arisen over the years is it is still unsure as to who actually wrote the scrolls. Most scholars have come to an agreement that The Essenes were most defiantly involved one way or another, either by writing them or just collecting them. However, in the Sectarian Scrolls it indicates that a secret apocalyptic group called The Sons of Light were the ones who wrote the teachings, this caused complications because The Sons of Light did not follow Christian values. Spreading positive messages to ‘Treat others as you’d like to be treated’ [footnoteRef:10] and to ‘Love thy neighbour’[footnoteRef:11] it would seem that Jesus would approve of how The Essenes lived their lives. Structured, disciplined and hierarchical, The Essenes were a Jewish ‘sect’ who helped the elderly and the sick whenever they could. They studied the holy books of Judaism, wore white linen, renounced pleasure and shared everything they owned.  [10:  The Bible]  [11:  The Bible] 

   If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard hearted or tightfisted toward them. Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Deuteronomy 15:7 to 15:8, The Torah] 

They were a very pure community, some were even celibate, disdaining marriage and adopting children; others believed that marriage and procreation were needed if the group was to continue and not disappear. [footnoteRef:13] Controversially, the belief that The Sons of Light wrote the scrolls caused issues. Giving up their life to live in the desert in communal existence to gain wisdom and achieve salvation by communing with the angles [footnoteRef:14] The Sons of Light turned their back on the weak, believing the blind could not see the impurity and the deaf could not hear the correct gospel therefore they were not worthy of faith or their time. Questions were then raised about why the people who supposedly wrote the writings would seemingly go against Jesus’ original teachings of kindness. There have been many accounts where Jesus himself helped the blind therefore showing his followers that he believes them to be worthy. ‘The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; The Lord raises up those who are bowed down.’[footnoteRef:15] There are significant differences in the way The Essenes and The Sons of Light live their lives so how could such contrasting communities both be a speculation for the writings of the scrolls? Well, the scrolls never actually mention Jesus. They do mention a ‘Son of God’ but following previous patterns of the scrolls that could just be referencing the bible and not Jesus himself. ‘Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.’[footnoteRef:16] So, the claim is used loosely and still presumed that Jesus isn’t mentioned in the scrolls, which once again led to more controversies.  [13:  Timothy H Lim, OUPblog (2021) <https://blog.oup.com/2021/01/essenes-in-judaean-society-the-sectarians-of-the-dead-sea-scrolls/> [accessed 13 November 2023].]  [14:  History Time, The Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient History Documentary [video]. 2019 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKjbc66qp3Y > [accessed 10 November 2023].]  [15:  Psalm 146:8, The Bible]  [16:  Romans 8:14-17, The Bible ] 


In conclusion this essay has shown the key importance’s/ impacts the Christian and Jewish communities faced after the discovery of The Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, some proved more influential than others and many-faced criticism, but all scholars agree that they were incredibly beneficial and one of the most important discoveries in religious history. It is the closest to the original writings, providing we have the true word of God and to this day they continue to shape our understanding of the past. 
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