Research report

The site we chose for our exhibit was the old Swansea police station. This station is significant to the history of Swansea as it is one of few buildings that survived the second world war blitz. We chose to look into the history of the building and explore in depth smaller details that isn’t widely known by many of the public. 
What I found out through my studies is all in note form from the gentleman that I spoke with. Not only did I find Information about the site but also about the old constables and chief constables as well. He told me that the spikes on top of the hats was used for horseback officers and was also used for self-defence, 1949 was the first year a woman became a policewoman in Swansea. 
The techniques I developed while I was researching for this exhibition were, searching through many archives and talking with retired staff who were originally based in the exact building that we were working in. I also feel I was telling a story through the images I had on the wall as they were all in some kind of a timeline and the anchoring articles were real newspapers from the same time the photographs were taken. I feel with the exhibit we found a way to work together even when doing the individual research. We were going to structure the way our work would be stuck to that wall but found if we stuck them wherever there is room the red wool we used, which was a link to an investigation room, that we could link all our work in the same way.
Through this module I have learned techniques such as researching and that a site-specific artwork only works in the place you chose, if you move your work to a new atmosphere or change of place, then the meaning behind all of our work and research loses its significance.
for this exhibition I contributed by doing my own research into specific topics such as the officers themselves and chief constables rather than about the site itself. I did this by meeting a few individuals that had links with the police station and was able to give me inside Information about them while also telling stories and sharing memories. I also found more research by gathering Information through archives and newspapers by looking into topics that the gentleman spoke specifically about giving me a little bit more detail into the equipment and the ranks on what the officers would be. For example, he spoke to me about the hats the officers wore and the spike on top meant it was specifically for the horseback whereas the round top was for constables who got around by foot, so I would find an image of them both and get related articles that would suit the images. I chose to use the articles following with the images because I found the way the retired officer was talking to me was through stories and memories, that grabbed my attention much more than just talking about what the job was and what’s included. I also contributed to my group exhibition by helping to set up all of the images and red wool that was used in the room and blacking out the windows in the main Idris room where the locker was held. 
In my opinion, I believe that our exhibit went well even though it was still a working progress while it was open as we kept changing the ‘locker room’ slightly to try adding more of the atmosphere we were hoping for. The static radio sound we used in the locker was supposed to be a live static but was not possible to use because of the constant ads playing. If I was to change anything about the exhibit it would be to have a darker room for the Idris room as the paper only darkened one half the window as light was still shining through the room not giving the atmosphere we were hoping. I feel the investigating room went very well and in my personal opinion I would not change anything about that. The timing we had on the Idris room as very short, but I feel we handled it well by moving the equipment into the investigation room and adding a new purpose to what It was originally intended for.
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