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	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.

	Targed/Target 2
	Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key point.

	Targed/Target 3
	Ensure a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.



A reflective account: how has literature and professional experience challenged your beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community.


In this reflective report, I will begin to investigate several assumptions I had before starting my university course about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community. I found it difficult to identify beliefs as at the start of my course I had only one experience of a primary school, the one in which I went to as a child and then worked as a Learning Support Assistant. This module has helped to look at the bigger picture and how my experiences at school have shaped my beliefs and thoughts about primary schools in Wales. 
At the beginning of the course, I held the assumption that parental engagement with schools was not something that was heavily implemented; I believed that the only engagement with parents would be informative in nature about the child’s progress. I believe this was due to my own experiences when in primary school, as during the course of the school year, my parents would attend parents evening, sports day and concerts etc, and receive reports on my academic progress as well as my behaviour; there seemed to be no other engagement between parents and the school. All aspects of communication seemed to be informative, or celebratory only.
Another belief I had at the start of the course was that English-medium schools did not teach much Welsh or encourage it enough for pupils to pursue bilingualism. When in secondary school, the majority of my peers did not choose to study Welsh further after the compulsory GCSE course and held a dislike for the subject from the start of Key Stage 3. I assumed that the stepping stones placed in primary school must not have been sufficient or engaging enough to hold their interest. 
During this module, through lectures and the bridging days in my placement school, I was enlightened as to how much engagement there is between parents and the school. A strong partnership with parents is considered good practice by Estyn; showcased on the ‘effective practice’ section on their website, in one primary school, the leadership team set up a casual coffee morning at which parents could drop in to either voice concerns or simply  open a line of communication and promote ‘Parents as Partners’. (Estyn, 2018). In addition to this, they set up ‘Learn with Me’ classes so that the parents could gain an insight into their child’s learning as well as ways they can support them at home. This is very similar to the Family Fun and Learning scheme that my placement school offers to parents. (Placement School Website, 2020). Vygotsky supported the idea of social learning, with children learning from a more knowledgeable other (Pound, 2005), and in the case of the Family Fun and Learning Scheme, this would be the parents. While Piaget believed that children should be ‘lone scientists’ and that learning happens through the child’s personal experiences (Gray and MacBlain, 2012), Vygotsky “emphasised the importance of families, communities and other children.” (Pound, p40, 2005).
As well as promoting partnership to engage parents in their child’s learning, much more support is given to parents than I initially was aware of. In my placement school, weekly drop in sessions are held to support children from Ministry of Defence families, children with Additional Learning Needs and for any wellbeing concerns. (Placement School, 2019). The school holds an open-door policy and parents are encouraged to ask for guidance and support where needed as well as each child having a Home School Communication Book. (Placement School, 2019). The communication between parents and school is important when it comes to the child’s development. In Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological framework, the Mesosystem includes not only the separate environments that the child is exposed to, but the ways in which these interconnect. How these settings communicate is influential to the child’s development. (Beveridge, p9, 2005). 
“Where there are significant gaps in communication… this will affect how well children are able to adapt to the learning demands that are made of them and how well supported they feel.” (Beveridge, p9, 2005).
After my bridging days during this module, I have since changed my opinion that English-medium primary schools do not encourage Welsh speaking enough. I saw the use of incidental Welsh in the classroom throughout the school day, and encouragement in the form of ‘Tocyn Cymraeg’ (reward tokens given to children by the chosen ‘Capten Cymraeg’ of the day for using conversational Welsh). These reward tokens, along with the school’s Value tokens can be exchanged for a class reward at the end of term. The use of a reward system is supported by Skinner’s work on operant conditioning in which, “an association is made between a behaviour and its consequences.” (Gray and MacBlain, p36, 2012). This would result in the behaviour associated with the reward, in this case the ‘Tocyn Cymraeg’, being strengthened. In addition to the ‘Tocyn Cymraeg’ scheme, the school has a ‘Criw Cymraeg’ which promotes a positive Welsh ethos and plans competitions and events within the school to encourage and celebrate Welsh. (Placement School Website, 2020). 
	The encouragement to learn Welsh is important as although a child’s immediate community may not use the language profusely, living in Wales it is important to embrace the nation’s culture, including language. The Welsh Government has produced a plan to reach a million Welsh speakers by the year 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017), as well as increasing the social and professional use of the language so that it is “an integral element of all aspects of everyday life.” (Welsh Government, p4, 2017). If the children are to grow up and succeed in a bilingual Wales, encouraging bilingualism is imperative. The new Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2020), incorporates the use of Welsh into the ‘Languages, Literacy and Communication’ area of learning. The framework is designed to reflect a bilingual nation, and it is stated: “All learners should have appropriate pathways for learning Welsh and English to enable them to develop the confidence to use both languages in everyday life.” (Welsh Government, p31, 2020). 

Moving forward as a student teacher, I have identified which of the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership statements that link to my personal targets for development .(EWC, 2020).
1) “The importance of positive parent/carer involvement is clearly understood and opportunities are sought and taken to observe and evaluate processes.”
2) “There is a commitment and pro-active approach to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language.” (EWC, 2020).

Whilst studying as a student teacher and then further ahead during my career as a professional teacher, I intend to make strong links with parents and have an open line of communication wherever possible for the benefit of each child. According to Bandura and his Bobo Doll study, where children were left with a doll after seeing how adults acted in the same situation, the children ended up mirroring the adults’ behaviour. (Gray and MacBlain, p95, 2012). Children learn social skills from modelling adults, and so it is important for us as teachers to maintain good relationships with parents. 
	My other personal development target would be to continue to pro-actively improve my Welsh language skills in all aspects. Once again following Bandura’s theory of social learning (Gray and MacBlain, 2012), if I model good enthusiasm and pro-active attitude to learning Welsh, this should encourage pupils to do the same. As someone who enjoyed Welsh through school, but has neglected my learning in adulthood, I believe starting to develop life-long learning is a positive step and sets a good example. I will then hopefully be contributing to the million Welsh speakers in 2050. (Welsh Government, 2017).
	To conclude, this module has made me re-evaluate my prior assumptions, and has taught me to always be self-critical in my beliefs as they are not always succinct with the bigger picture. I feel positive after seeing my placement school’s use of incidental Welsh in the classroom that I can deliver enthusiasm and this level of Welsh to help develop the children’s knowledge whilst on my Professional Teaching Experience. I believe that the relationship with parents is something that will take confidence building, but ultimately during my career it will benefit all stakeholders in the long-term. 
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