Georgia Williams
‘However much I change between now and some future time the resulting person will be just as much me.’ Should we agree?

[bookmark: _GoBack]When trying to decide whether we should agree or disagree we first need to understand in what context the word change is meant. When we talk about change it can mean in anything. For example, we could mean growth or decay both physically and mentally so it is important to address in what way I define the word change as this will be the foundation of my essay. I am going to take the word change as meaning both growth and decay in the mental and physical sense of the word in order to answer this essay. 
This question leads us to the battle of mind Vs body. In terms of your bodily continuity you would agree that in some aspect you can change but, in the future, you will still be you. This is because you have one body that forever stays with you. You know and understand it is your body in a number of ways; it is the only body you cannot walk away from, when something hits it you may feel pain that no one around you can feel in the same way and it is the only body you can move, you are not able to move any arm other than your own. If someone was to record every minute of your existence, they would end up with the one body as seen from beginning to end and conclude there is not one time where this body has not existed. So why must we then doubt if we are the same? In a numerical sense we will change from birth to death. We may change in weight and look different and some will go through puberty and may look completely different and this is where people will generally say they are not the same person they were, or others may say ‘they are a different person now.’ It is in this instances that we can question whether you are the same person because physically you may not feel the same, certainly for those who have undergone transgender surgery they may argue they were never who they were before and that only now after surgery they are who they are meant to be. 
From this then follows, when do you stop becoming you? If we were to say that because you have one existing body through time you are the same person, what then comes of this when you have surgery? Is there a certain percentage that must remain of the original body for you to remain the same between now and some future time? This example is laid out in the story of Thesus’ Ship. When Thesus’ ship begins it’s voyage it is the original wooden ship but as the journey goes further parts of the ship are replaced and changed with aluminum and the old wooden parts are thrown overboard. These discarded parts are picked up by scavengers who begin to rebuild the ship using these parts. By the time the journey is over none of he original parts of Thesus’ ship is left but the ship built by the scavengers has all the original parts that were thrown overboard. Here, it is argued which is Thesus Ship? from my understanding of it I would argue it is three different ships. A is the original ship that was at the start of the journey, B is then the ship that arrived at the end of the journey and C is the ship that was rebuilt by the scavengers. From this we can see that you don’t have to be the same person over time but different versions of that person instead. This still makes you the same person you were before as you still have the same body however, you are just a different version of yourself at this time and you may be another version of yourself in future time. 
It is also within Descartes second meditation where I can see the idea of a different version of being the same person. When he talks about the wax and how it loses some of its properties like smell and touch as it melts by his fire then says:
‘But does the same wax remain? It must be admitted it does; no one denies it, no one thinks otherwise.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John Cottingham, Second meditation; The nature of the human mind, and how it is better known than the body ,2019, < https://genius.com/Rene-descartes-second-meditation-annotated> [Accessed 24th February 2019]. 
] 

His argument concludes that although the wax has altered it remains as the wax but rather a different version of what was first there. It is from this I can support that we can remain but as a different version of ourselves. So, to agree with the statement you will remain as much you however you may just appear as a different version of yourself. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  It is also from this we can argue that there is a part of the wax that will live on maybe through a stain on the fire place or within the memory of Descartes when he places another candle in the same position. It is important here to see that the candle melting can be an expression of the body decaying and the memory of the wax being there through Descartes is what can be seen as the metaphysical way that we live on even when our physical bodies are decayed. ] 

In terms of mental continuity, we would argue that it is your mental experiences that you go through that make you who you are. In this way you would not agree with the statement as you may have gone through a life changing mental event that makes you become a different person. For example, I understand I will not be the same as I am now when I finish my university degree as I would have grown a lot more mentally through intelligence and experiences that I’ve had and memories I have made. From these new mental events I would have a different outlook on life, one that is different to the way I looked at life 10 years ago and, in this sense, we can see we are not the same person we were before. This will also work with the decay of a person, for somebody in a vegetative state or a person with dementia people identify them as being the same person but will argue that they are not the same as they used to be as they won’t have any of the same qualities. They may have lost all the characteristics of what made them who they are and then you would argue that they can not be the same person they were. 
Aside from the above we also have this metaphysical sense of being through our consciousness and our soul. This is seen to be something that forever travels with you but not in a physical sense, it is often know as something not physical or mental but something that makes you who you are. With the soul it is believed it lives on even when you are physically gone. So, to go back to the ship of Thesus many may argue that the ship that started the voyage and ended the other side is still the ship of Thesus because even with all the new parts there is still an original sense of belonging to the ship because it was Thesus’ ship and it is this ship that Thesus’ soul can live through. This example is also used in many different places in other ways for example, many people say when they go to the Nazi death camps in Auschwitz that they can often feel the pain or feel the sadness still there even though its been years since they were last used. It from this that we can provide evidence that maybe there is something beyond our physical bodies that lives on and remains being ‘us.’ There are many religions that would also argue that you forever live on because of your soul and that the body is just a temple that you live in before you reach heaven where your soul then lives on and you continue to be you. From this you can argue you have always been the same throughout time and will always remain the same and it is just the body that changes. 
From discussed above it brings to question who are you? Are you the body or the mind or both? For those who say it is the body they would see in a numerical way you have changed but you have had one existing body all through time and although it has changed in size and has new marks they would agree with the above statement as they still belong to the same body. On the other hand there are also those who argue of the soul and mental continuity that would say that your soul is carried with you through time so,  even after you have died you can be said to still be the same person even if your physical body is decayed because you still have your soul. Many religions argue that your soul lives on even after death so is it our place to agree that it is the soul that makes you who you are, and the body is simply just a disposable physical object we use in order to live and grow in this world. In this case you argue you are forever the same person because you have a consistent soul from birth, and for some religions you have your soul from conception. If we follow the argument of the soul we come to the conclusion you could have no body and still be the same person you were in the past and will be the same person in the future and for that reason I agree that however much I change between now and some future time I will remain as much me. 
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