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Villainization and Interpretation: Kai, Medrawd, and Arthur in Translation


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· A case study of Kai: situate Kai’s character traits within cultural contexts and explore how his character does not actually change, but the value placed on those traits shifted in translation, leading to his character’s devaluation and villanization.
· The ‘treason’ of Medrawd/Modred: explore the idea that Mordred has earned a reputation as a villain, when in fact, his actions reflect pre-Roman Breton expectations for a situation where a king has ceased to look out for the well-being of his people. 
· Explore the extent to which Arthur’s style of leadership reflects Welsh cultural practices, but also how he is not always the ideal king: just as Kai and Medrawd’s traits became villainized in translation, Arthur, too, is depicted as a flawed and imperfect king, whose faults are directly responsible for the tragedy of his fall.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The earliest sources for the Arthurian legend are traditionally classified as pre- or post-Geoffrey of Monmouth, under the premise that Geoffrey invented much of his story and thus anything that came after could have been influenced by his inventions and is therefore not an authentic representation of the oldest Arthurian legends. This classification is misleading, as it disregards the enthusiastic reception Geoffrey’s work had in Wales itself: if Geoffrey’s account did not mesh closely enough with the oral traditions which were still in circulation at the time, the Welsh translators, who often added to or corrected small details of Geoffrey's account, would undoubtedly have included comments on his errors. This is particularly important when examining the case for the villainization of Medrawd through his association with Geoffrey’s Modred. Rachel Bromwich, in the appendices to the Trioedd Ynys Prydein points out that these names are not etymologically cognate, so it is surprising that the Welsh translators of Geoffrey’s works would have associated the traitorous Modred with the well-mannered Medrawd unless such a tradition already existed. Likewise, the later villainization of Kai in the Romance tradition may also be based on older Welsh material. Again, the Welsh acceptance of Kai’s negative behaviours and traits in the re-tellings of Chrétien de Troyes’ romances, in addition to some tantalizing hints of strife between Arthur and Kai in Welsh poetry, indicates that Kai, too, was not always on Arthur’s side. In fact, Peter Korrel and others have suggested Kai’s history may be a source for some of the more famous episodes surrounding the affair of Lancelot and Guinevere. Furthermore, Arthur’s own character, and particularly his style of leadership, as epitomised by the famous Round Table—first introduced in Wace’s Norman French Roman de Brute (1155)—is unusual in that is does not reflect the Anglo-Norman ideal ruler. Its closest parallel, in fact, is the style of Welsh governance in that era. 
This dissertation will use Jonathan Culler’s Intertextual Approach, where the goal is not to identify previous texts which influenced the current work, but to situate works within a discursive space, wherein sources also include symbols and practices whose origins may be lost or obscured but which continue to influence the expectations of an audience and the interpretation of a work. By examining a selection of Arthurian texts chosen from early Welsh poetry, the Chronicle tradition based directly on Geoffrey of Monmouth, and Welsh and French Romances, this study will demonstrate the continuing Welsh influence on the post-Geoffrey Arthurian material.
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