Oxfam global poverty organisation – write up.

Oxfam is an organisation designed to help and prevent individuals suffering from poverty, it is now the leading number 1 organisation to provide emergency relief for individuals and their communities, they currently work in 90 different countries which means they are always on hand when a disaster strikes (BBC 2017). It was formed in 1995 originally by a group of non - government organisations. Their initial aim was to create a major impact on the world to reduce to numbers of individuals who suffer from poverty and injustice. To begin with, the name Oxfam was created from the Oxfam committee for Famine relief which was founded in Britian in 1942. This is where Oxfam inherited its aim and proposals. In 1942, the original committee campaigned for supplies to be sent out to Greece during the second World war when there were extreme cases of poverty occurring, especially many deaths where women and children were left to starve.  

The gross income of Oxfam has always been on the highest end of the spectrum, comparing statistics in 2001/02 their gross income was at £187 million, at that time they had over half a million givers allowing them to continue to provide an income to plan the work for the future. Furthermore, the annual income for Oxfam in 2012 was £367.9 million, which is almost double of 2001/02 income. This highlights the advertisement of Oxfam’s aim and objectives has given an increase in funds. It could also be questioned whether this is down to the new uses of social media, and how much more advertisement will reach people. More so, the total income for Oxfam is on the up rise with a major £427.2 million being the total for 2017/18, again could this be infered that the use of social media advertisement has partly helped Oxfam receive more funds? The idea of sharing emotional videos and photos are more likely to catch the attractions of online users. It could also be considered that access to making donations has been made a lot easier, online users are able to simple sign up to monthly direct debits on site or donate on the website whenever they want to do. This process has made donations rise up considerably.


Not only do Oxfam campaign to ensure all individuals receive care and prevent anyone suffering from poverty, they also campaign to end unfair trading between vulnerable individuals and large companies, as well as demanding better health care and better prospects for children in education, they have also made more of a campaign for women’s rights. Ensuring that all women around the world know that they have their own rights to stand up for themselves and made aware of the different rights that are available to them. The Oxfam (2015/16) website stated how in 2015/16 they supported 390,000 women and made them acknowledge their rights and allowed them to stand up for themselves. Within the same year, 180,000 women and men were made aware of how they can take action against gender based violence. Oxfam were able to do this by whenever they worked within poorer communities based on poverty, they ensured that at all times women were included at each stage. This highlights the impact women have when they have an education within them, a generation of females with an education will open doors and opportunities that were never available to their mothers, grandmas, great grandmothers.

The idea of women being educated on their rights has been shown in the Oxfam movement in 2013, where 166,000 women in Pakistan were able to vote for the first time. This can be governed by the idea that poorer people usually lack power and control and therefore are unaware of what they can and cannot do. Oxfam has help both women and men gain a voice to speak up in what they believe in and that their basic human rights have been acknowledged. An example of this can be shown in Brazil, where Oxfam pushed forward the community to reclaim the land that they originally preoccupied until the government overruled. Furthermore, in the book “Gender works: Oxfam experience in policy and practice” by Porter, F., Smyth, I. A., & Sweetman (1999) reinforced the idea of Oxfam encouraging gender equality. Within the book, objectives were designed in order to allow women to become more in control of their lives. One of the objectives were to ‘confront the social and ideological barriers to women’s participation and encouraging initiatives to improve their status including basic rights’. Which if this objective if reflected to what the organisation has achieved now, it can be highlighted that Oxfam has made a difference to women’s lives around the world.


 They have also recently attempted to combat climate change for everyone to have a brighter future ahead. According to the Oxfam (2016/17) their way of reducing the risks of climate change include: employing ideas in South Africa, where farms are growing more crops which mature faster than average. As well as in Vietnam, there are communities being instructed to plant dense mangroves along their coast to reduce the effect of storm waves when their hit the coast. 


Furthermore, another aspect of Oxfam to create a better life for all individuals in poorer communities would be to provide food for all. In 2016/17, 350,000 people were helped by Oxfam where there was guidance on how to improve their crops and their goods, or providing a better service.  Oxfam accomplished this by starting a GROW campaign, which has an aim of trying to form sustainable and environmentally healthy production that will be able to feed a world population of 9 billion by 2050. It also attempts to restrict the high amount of food inequality which occurs. The world produces much more food than what is needed, however 1 billion people still suffer from starvation. Another inequality within the food industry would fall mainly on smallholder farmers who produce the most amount of food, however are persistently denied funding for technology and investment but more importantly they are denied the resources they need in order to survive e.g water. The campaign highlights the unfairness on small scale farmers in poorer countries as well as encouraging the world to produce a fair future for all individuals in all countries. 

Other issues which Oxfam aim to help would be those who face emergancies, disasters and conflicts. In 2011, over 43 million people had to lose their homes due to the circumstances of war, crime and natural disasters. Those individuals who live in poorer countries are four times for likely to experience war of some type due to political conflicts unlike those living in poorer countries. This can be linked to the diabolical circumstances that those in vulnerable areas are more likely to experience different kinds of disasters. In 2015/16, from the work of Oxfam almost 1.7 million people benefitted from the distribution of food, money or vouchers to help them survive a crisis which they were experiencing. The way in which Oxfam react to the different circumstances have created a better life for many different individuals and their families. The way they respond to public health emergancies by providing suffers with hygiene kits, seeds/tools, vaccinations as well as food to help people get back onto their feet slowly after a disaster has occurred. Without the help of Oxfam and their campaigns, many deaths would have occurred. 



Oxfam relies on government funding, donations and campaines to recive their income to make the changes to the world. On average, Oxfam received £31.7 billion from the UK government every year (BBC 2018). That is almost a quarter on what the UK government spend every year on foreign aid, without even considering other organisations which help poverty, hunger, sexual trafficking etc. In 2017, the BBC reported that Oxfam had a total income of £409 million from the government and other public authorities. The Oxfam website provided a breakdown of how the money is spent. Their example was based on £1, where it is shown that with every pound which is donated, 83p goes towards helping 
Tackle poverty worldwide. Then, 10p goes towards running costs (administration) and then that leaves the remaining 7p to raise the next £1. 

However, Oxfam can be praised for having a person-centred way of using their organisation to help vulnerable individuals regain their lives after experiencing poverty, natural disaster, war etc. This can be argued by their lack of patient care back in 2010 Haiti scandal. It broke that Oxfam covered up the claim that their staff payed for sex workers. Where It was found that once the investigation took place, the company allowed for three men who were relatively high up in the organisation to resign. These included the country director known as Rolan Van Hauwermeiren, and then sacked a further four more under the authority of ‘gross misconduct’ (The guardian 2018). Due to the extreme cases of sexual abuse from the companies hierarchies, the international development secretary (UK) formally known as Penny Mordaunt threatened to cut the government funding to Oxfam. This being cut would affect the companies performance greatly as the UK is one of the highest incomes that Oxfam relies on. According to the Guardian (2018) almost £3.8 million from the public was cut, however their overall income annually increased to £427.2 million. 

Although their scandal was an atroscity it did not cause a major impact on their income and continued to fund their projects as well as continue to from different developments around the world. However, the Oxfam accounts have highlighted that due to their scandal that there had been a decrease in fundraising in the final weeks of 2017/18, which they may not see the effect now but come the future financial years they may be able to see what that lack of fundraising could have produced if guidelines were not broken in order to protect their name.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Oxfam produces a large number of different elements of care to individuals in poor countries. They are one of the largest leading organisations globally and produce the highest standard of protection for vulnerable individuals. Their work has produced a better life prospect for many different families and allowed children to have better educational prospects. More so, they have allowed many women to understand and learn that they are entitled to their own opinions as seen in Pakistan where women are now able to vote their political opinion. Despite the horrific circumstances which arised in Haiti, the Oxfam directors have improved their protection and procedures which are in place to prevent any future event similar to the ones in Haiti from occurring again.
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