The old kingdom
There is much to see and understand in the old kingdom of Egypt
The old kingdom as it is known is actually a period of time lasting from 2575 BC to 2150 BC. This period of 400 years is in a sense the model for the 1000-year empire of Egypt. All aspects of the Egyptian world evolved from the developments here, such as the central government, the economy and the formation of a state religion that culminated in the creation of the first pyramids.
There are many key features that make up the old kingdom:
Architecture
It was at this time that the first pyramid was designed and built which can be seen with the Pyramid of Djoser or the step pyramid and while not the most spectacular or inventive its construction set the tone for the views on architecture and burial.
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Pyramid of Djoser by Max Gattringer
But if that is not enough there is the construction of the most famous and largest of all pyramids, the pyramid of Giza and the sphinx that was built by Sneferu and Khufu during the fourth dynasty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Along side the pyramids there is the innovation of material, such as hard stones like gneiss, graywacke, schist and granite. Each had its own symbolism along side its colours (red, black, green and white) this demonstrates the level of development and change for this period of time.
The statue of Menkaure with Hathor and Anput is an example of a typical Old Kingdom sculpture. The three figures display frontality and axiality, while fitting with the proportions of this time period. The graywacke came from the Eastern Desert in Egypt and is therefore associated with rebirth and the rising of the sun in the east.
Art, culture and language/ writing
While there is no real form of art there was a clear function be it religious or the demonstration of an ideology. This fact manifests itself in the artistic style, even as it evolved over the dynasties. The three primary principles of that style, frontality, composite composition, and hierarchy scale, illustrates this quite well. These characteristics, initiated in the Early Dynastic Period and solidified during the Old Kingdom, persisted with some adaptability throughout the entirety of ancient Egyptian history as the foundation of its art
Government
Another key feature of the old kingdom was the for thinking government by the introduction of the state system, the land of Egypt was split in to Nomes each with the a governor and as such giving rise to more autonomy of the land away from the pharaoh and in a sense the first glance and an autonomous middle age government far before the new age
The pharaoh was the head of both the government and the state religion. He was considered a god. Below the pharaoh was the vizier who ran many of the daily tasks of the government. Only the most powerful families gained an education and were taught to read and write. These people became the high-ranking government officials, priests, army generals, and scribes.
Fall of the Old Kingdom
The central government began to weaken during the Sixth Dynasty. The governors (nomarchs) became very powerful and began to ignore the rule of the pharaoh. At the same time, the country suffered from drought and famine. Eventually the central government collapsed, and Egypt broke up into several independent states.
Interesting Facts
· Pharaoh Pepi II, who ruled near the end of the Old Kingdom, was pharaoh for around 90 years.
· The capital city of Egypt during the Old Kingdom was Memphis.
· Art flourished during the Old Period. Many of the styles and images created during the Old Kingdom were imitated for the next 3000 years.
· The Old Kingdom is sometimes referred to as the "Age of Pyramids."
· Egypt established trade with many foreign civilizations during this period. They built trade ships to travel the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.
· Much of what we know about the Old Kingdom comes from tombs, pyramids, and temples. The cities where people lived were largely made from mud and have long since been destroyed.
· Some historians say the Old Kingdom continued until the end of the Eighth Dynasty when the capital city moved away from Memphis.
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