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In my photography | am usually looking for a compromise between man and nature. In this
series of portraits, | wanted to explore the spiritual connection between man and their
native land. | started this project two months ago because | wanted to understand more,
people like me and understand more my children too. Therefore, | was looking for
testimony about why we relate to some specific place that we call homeland and found that
one of so many reasons is because of the memories we had. But what if we are too young to
remember something from our past and had not enough time to create memories in a new

place. What we were supposed to call home then.



The vision to do this project is based on myself and my family experience and from
people | met here in the UK who are living far from a homeland in a different country

and attempt to accept different cultures, lifestyles, and rules. Doing research, my

attention attracted strong and emotional movie “ The Last Tree” .




It is a semi-autobiographical story directed by Shola Amoo. “Leaving somewhere you
thought was home to go to this place that is apparently your real home, and then
there’s this whole other place everyone else knows and you don’t,” he says.(Danie Leigh
19th September 2019 “The Guardian’). “The Last Tree” is a search for identity, a story
about 11-year-old boy Femi, a British-Nigerian boy who lives with his English foster
Mother. All idyllic looking life changed his birth Mother because she decided to take him

back to a tiny flat in South London. He needed to adopt a new place and a new lifestyle.

To work with film camera | felt inspired by Emmet Gowin, an American photographer, who

beautifully and intimate photograph his wife Edith with their children and her family.
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“And, finally, this is what | need to say to you. There are things in your life that only you will

see, stories that only you will hear. If you do not tell them or write them down, if you don’t
make the picture, these things will not be seen, these things will not be heard.” —Emmet

Gowin.

Everything we do has a reason the only not everything we have done make a sense. To find
this reason we need to do good research not only in physical world but in ourselves.
Therefore, my images and short video about the feelings, difficulties, and adaptation we go
through when living in a different country, as well as about support, love, and strength. Do
we feel connected or accepted in our new home? although it gives us different

opportunities, at the same time we sacrifice our relationship with family and friends that we



leave behind and the feeling of longing for them never leaves us. Even longing for what we
cannot touch but we can feel. Or maybe what we are looking for is always with us and never
leaves us. Despite all the difficulties of learning to live in a country with a different culture
and language, | am very grateful for the opportunities | have and for the wonderful people |
have met. Creativity is International and Photography do not have language barrier;

photography is my voice to communicate to be heard and to be seen by the viewer.

In my series of portraits, | was using eggs as basic material and as part of my project
because the egg is the symbol of the beginning of the world. Also, the egg associates with
hope and is a symbol of rebirth. The white eggshell symbolizes purity and an innocent
beginning. To develop portraits into the eggshell | was inspired by the Artist Shoshana

Zambryski-Stachel.




