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[bookmark: _Hlk149041928]Introduction: Tilley and Bender
In the mid 1990s phenomenology began to make a major impact on the study of landscapes, and especially those associated with prehistoric sacred sites. Two leading exponents in the development of this change in the interpretation of prehistoric sites were Barbara Bender and Chris Tilley. However, although both scholars had a major impact on interpretation, they considered landscapes in contrasting ways, with Tilley favouring an individualistic experiential approach, and Bender theorising the contested nature of landscape narratives. The following essay will discuss their approaches to landscape and whether they were complementary. It commences with a consideration of the way landscapes were perceived before the 1990s, followed by consideration of Tilley and Bender’s approaches to landscape and finally it concludes with a discussion of whether the two theorists perspectives can be seen to complement one another.
Approaches to landscapes: before Tilley and Bender
[bookmark: _Hlk149750115]For much of its history archaeology was entirely site focussed. This was arguably due to its antiquarian origins, which developed into a focus on the ordering of artefacts and chronology[endnoteRef:1]. When the landscape began to be considered in the twentieth century it took the form of cartesian mapping showing the geographical distribution of objects and sites, and any discussion of topography is typically presented in terms of either being an obstacle or facilitator for change [endnoteRef:2]. Even the landscape archaeology of the 1970s and 1980s remained functionalist in nature, bound up in concepts of territory, as illustrated by Fleming’s[endnoteRef:3] analysis of barrow cemeteries, or Renfrew’s[endnoteRef:4] Thiessen polygons modelling the territories of Orcadian Neolithic tombs. The change in thinking came from geographers and anthropologists, and the 1988 World Archaeological Congress, which Barbara Bender noted[endnoteRef:5], opened the doors to a greater diversity of scholars[endnoteRef:6]. It is into this milieu that Tilley and Bender began developing and adapting their own phenomenological approaches to the study of landscape. [1:  Daniel, Glyn, ‘Stone, Bronze and Iron’, in To illustrate the monuments, ed. by John Vincent Stanley Megaw, (London: Thames and Hudson, 1976), pp. 35-42]  [2:  Fox, Cyril, The Personality of Britain. (Cardiff: The National Museum of Wales, 1938)]  [3:  Fleming, Andrew, ‘Models for the development of the Wessex Culture’, in The Explanation of Culture Change, ed. by Colin Renfrew, (London: Duckworth, 1973), pp. 571-585]  [4:  Renfrew, Colin, Approaches to Social Archaeology. (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1984]  [5:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Introduction’, in Contested Landscapes: Movement, Exile and Place, ed. by Barbara Bender and Margot Winer, (Oxford: Berg, 2001) pp. 1-18]  [6:  The World Archaeology led to the publication of two significant volumes on landscape and sacredness, Carmichael, David, Hubert, Jane, Reeves, Brian, and Schande, Audhild, Sacred Sites, Sacred Places. (London: Routledge, 1994) and Ucko, Peter, and Layton, Robert, 1999. The Archaeology and Anthropology of Landscape. (London: Routledge, 1999)] 

Tilley’s phenomenology of landscape
Christopher Tilley was a leading archaeological theorist for over a decade prior to shifting his attention to phenomenology. His earlier work was concerned with prehistoric monuments and material culture, and particularly with ideology and power[endnoteRef:7]. Tilley’s earlier writings are derived from a Marxist standpoint, although during the 1980s he became associated with the new ‘post-modernist or post-processual school of thought[endnoteRef:8].  [7:  Miller, Daniel and Tilley, Christopher, Ideology, Power and Prehistory. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984)]  [8:  Shanks, Michael and Tilley, Christopher, Reconstructing archaeology: Theory and practice. (London: Routledge, 1992)] 

Tilley’s shift to landscape phenomenology was therefore something of a departure. This new stance was strongly influenced by two philosophers Merleau Ponty and Martin Heidegger[endnoteRef:9], as well as landscape geographers and anthropologists, including Dennis Cosgrove, Tim Ingold and Keith Basso who had discussed how landscapes actively played a role in the construction of social identities[endnoteRef:10],[endnoteRef:11],[endnoteRef:12]. What these scholars also stressed was the importance of somatic engagement as part of ‘being in the world’[endnoteRef:13], that is, inhabiting space and place through routine engagement and movement[endnoteRef:14].  [9:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape: Places, Paths and Monuments. (Oxford: Berg, 1994), p. 13]  [10:  Cosgrove, Denis, and Daniels, Stephen, The Iconography of Landscape. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988)]  [11:  Ingold, Timothy, The Appropriation of Nature: Essays on Human Ecology and Social Relations. (Manchester: University of Manchester Press, 1986)]  [12:  Basso, Keith, Wisdom sits in places: Landscape and language amongst the western Apache. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996)]  [13:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape, p. 12]  [14:  Tilley, Christopher, The Materiality of Stone: explorations in landscape phenomenology. (Oxford: Berg, 2004), pp. 29-30] 

Movement was especially important for Tilley’s phenomenology. Walking along pathways, he argues, enables a narrative of the landscape to be created through synaesthetic experience, that is to say through the senses touch, taste, smell, sound and vision, which combine to form spatial and textual stories[endnoteRef:15],[endnoteRef:16]. His earlier phenomenological writings[endnoteRef:17], [endnoteRef:18], [endnoteRef:19] however, arguably privileged vision over the other senses, including that of soundscapes and the effects of light depravation, for example which have been more thoroughly explored by other authors[endnoteRef:20], [endnoteRef:21], [endnoteRef:22]. Likewise, Tilley has given less attention to the exploration of animism/non-human landscapes, which have been considered in more depth elsewhere[endnoteRef:23], [endnoteRef:24]. Nonetheless, Tilley’s more recent works have had more focus on the wider aspects of the sensory landscape, such as the textures of stones used in Maltese temples[endnoteRef:25] and the ‘qualities’ of pebbles comprising the Devon pebble-bed cairns[endnoteRef:26]. [15:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape, p.p. 31-34]  [16:  Tilley, Christopher, The Materiality of Stone, pp. 14-15]  [17:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape]  [18:  Tilley, Christopher, ‘The powers of rocks: topography and monument construction on Bodmin Moor’, World Archaeology, 28, (1996), pp. 161-176]  [19:  Tilley, Christopher, and Bennett, Wayne, ‘An archaeology of supernatural places: the case of West Penwith’, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 61, (2002), 335-362]  [20:  Dronfield, Jeremy, ‘Migraine, light and hallucinogens: the neurocognitive basis of Irish megalithic art’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 14, (1995), pp. 261-275]  [21:  Watson, Aaron, The sounds of transformation: acoustics, monuments and ritual in the British Neolithic, in The Archaeology of Shamanism, ed by Neil Price (ed) (London: Routledge, 2001), pp. 178-192]  [22:  Garcês, Sara and Nash, George, ‘The relevance of watery soundscapes in a ritual context’, Time and Mind, 10, (2017), 69-80]  [23:  Hornborg, Anne-Christine, Mi’kmaq landscapes: From animism to sacred ecology. (London: Routledge, 2016)]  [24:  Harrison-Buck, Eleanor, and Julia A. Hendon, Relational Identities and Other Than Human Agency in Archaeology. (Louisville: University Press of Colorado, 2018)]  [25:  Tilley, Christopher, The Materiality of Stone, pp. 87-1146]  [26:  Tilley, Christopher Landscape in the longue durée: A history and theory of pebbles in a pebbled heathland landscape. (London: University College London Press, 2017)] 

For Tilley, it is through human ‘action’, that all kinds of topographical features, including large trees, bodies of waters or rocky outcrops become named, storied and even mythologised. Familiarity with the land can engender belief in the ‘spirit of place’, which he argues in small-scale societies may be the primary source of socialisation[endnoteRef:27]. Every tree, stream, or rock could become, what Tilley refers to as places of ‘biographic encounters’ which become embedded in individual and group memory. It is knowledge of place which enables individuals to know how to act. This may include the transformation or embellishment of those places with monuments, which may in turn take their orientation from the landscape or adopt forms suggested by it[endnoteRef:28],[endnoteRef:29]. The latter observation, whilst drawing some criticism for subjectivity[endnoteRef:30], has been hugely influential on subsequent studies of the landscape[endnoteRef:31],[endnoteRef:32],[endnoteRef:33]. [27:  Tilley, Christopher, Interpreting landscapes: Geologies, topographies, identities. (Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press, 2010), p. 39]  [28:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape, p.p. 123-124]  [29:  Tilley, Christopher, ‘The powers of rocks’, pp. 161-176]  [30:  Fleming, Andrew, ‘Phenomenology and the Megaliths of Wales: A Dreaming too Far?’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 18, (1999), 119-124]  [31:  Richards, Colin, ‘Henges and water: Towards an understanding of monumentality and landscape in Late Neolithic Britain’, Journal of Material Culture, 1, (1996), pp. 313-336]  [32:  Cummings Vicky, and Whittle Alastair, Places of Special Virtue: Megaliths in the Neolithic Landscapes of Wales. (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2004)]  [33:  Jones, Andy M. Cornish Bronze Age ceremonial landscapes c.2500-1500 BC. (Oxford: British Archaeological Reports, British Series 394, 2005)] 

Whilst arguing that people and place act upon and shape one another, Tilley recognizes that, knowledge or access to places may be neither egalitarian nor unchanging in nature. Knowledge of the power of place may for example, become restricted by gender, age or social group[endnoteRef:34]. In other words, there can be different kinds of knowledge about the same place, something which has been considered more deeply by Barbara Bender. [34:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape, p.p. 26-27] 

Bender’s landscape as contested space
Barbara Bender also had a well-established career in archaeology, which in her case, was focused upon hunter-gatherer communities[endnoteRef:35] and the transition to farming[endnoteRef:36]. Bender’s writings were also influenced by Marxism and politics in prehistory, and small-scale societies are at the core of her research[endnoteRef:37]. However, unlike Tilley, a Marxist theoretical stance has continued to be a major inspiration upon her subsequent approach to landscape. In the 1990s, Bender began to draw upon Bourdieu’s[endnoteRef:38] theory of ‘habitus’ and Foucault’s[endnoteRef:39] discussions of power into her thinking, along with phenomenological approaches, which she notes ‘talk us through the way in which people move around their world’ and reveal how they use spaces and are constrained by them[endnoteRef:40].  [35:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Gatherer‐hunter to farmer: A social perspective’, World Archaeology, 10, (1978), 204-222]  [36:  Bender, Barbara, Farming in Prehistory. (London: John Baker, 1975)]  [37:  Bender, Barbara, Stonehenge: Making Space. (Oxford: Berg, 1998), pp. 14-16]  [38:  Bourdieu, Pierre, Outline of a Theory of Practice. (Cambridge: University Press, 1977)]  [39:  Foucault, Michel, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. (London: Penguin, 1991)]  [40:  Bender, Barbara, Stonehenge, p. 22] 

However, rather than theorising the individual embodied experience of the landscape or sensory perceptions of it, Bender’s shift to studying landscapes followed a socially divisive event in 1985. This involved the deployment of the police to violently suppress groups of travellers celebrating the summer solstice at Stonehenge. With few exceptions[endnoteRef:41] this event elicited little public response from the academic community, which was at best vague in its public pronouncements or sympathies. This incident, however, triggered Bender[endnoteRef:42],[endnoteRef:43] to write in a passionate way about how a prehistoric monument, which the State had cared little about for centuries, had become the centre of a political battle between the Establishment and counter-cultural groups. By contrast with other writers, whose histories of Stonehenge stopped when it reached its final form in prehistory, Bender shifted attention to the period spanning the medieval to present[endnoteRef:44], with an emphasis on how Stonehenge became a deeply contested site. She considered the role of Stonehenge in society over time, the contrasting ways different generations had interpreted it, the associated power relations, and the competing narratives of the different groups, which ultimately resulted in the events of 1985. Unlike most other academic writers, Bender was open about the limitations of archaeological knowledge[endnoteRef:45] and the ambiguity of archaeologists relationship with the Establishment. [41:  Chippendale, Christopher, Stonehenge Complete. Revised edition. (London: Thames and Hudson, 1994), 257-261]  [42:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Stonehenge: Contested Landscapes; medieval to present day’, in Landscape: Politics and Perspectives, ed. by Barbara Bender, (Oxford: Berg, 1993), pp. 245-280]  [43:  Bender, Barbara, Stonehenge]  [44:  Bender, Barbara, Stonehenge, pp. 97-132]  [45:  Bender, Barbara, Stonehenge, pp. 121] 

Although nowhere near as prolific as Tilley, Barbara Bender has continued to champion other voices and discourses, to empower those who are not part of the middle class, white, male academy. She has largely achieved this through the editing of two volumes which include other voices, including contributions by non-western writers[endnoteRef:46],[endnoteRef:47]. In particular, Bender’s edited volumes have focused on contested spaces in various parts of the world, such as the streets of northern Ireland[endnoteRef:48] and Palestine[endnoteRef:49], and tackled current socially relevant themes such as the effects of colonialism and gender, for example the female Alaskan indigenous interpretation of space, as opposed to that of the male[endnoteRef:50]. She has therefore sought to empower those whose narratives have often been overlooked by western anthropologists. [46:  Bender, Barbara, ed. Landscape Politics and Perspectives. (Oxford: Berg, 1993)]  [47:  Bender, Barbara and Winer, Margot, Contested landscapes: Movement, exile and place. (Oxford: Berg, 2001)]  [48:  Jarman, Neil, ‘Intersecting Belfast’, in Landscape: Politics and Perspectives, ed. by Barbara Bender, (Oxford: Berg, 1993), pp. 107-138]  [49:  Selwyn, Tom, ‘Landscapes of Separation: Reflections on the symbolism of by-pass roads in Palestine,’ in Contested Landscapes: Movement, Exile and Place, ed. by Barbara Bender and Margot Winer, (Oxford: Berg, 2001) pp. 225-240]  [50:  Bodenhorn Barbara, ‘Gendered spaces, public places: Public and private revisited on the North Slope of Alaska’, in Landscape: Politics and Perspectives, ed. by Barbara Bender, (Oxford: Berg, 1993), pp. 169-204] 

Contrasting and complementary approaches to the landscape
Both Tilley and Bender have similar theoretical backgrounds and have adopted phenomenology as a tool for studying people and places. However, before considering these similarities it is worth first discussing the distinctions in emphasis in their approaches. 
Contrasting phenomenology(s)
Both Tilley and Bender undoubtedly regard landscapes as being polyvalent, and open to multiple interpretations, derived from personal experience and engagement with it. Yet the focus of their studies can at times be rather different. Whilst, as noted above, both authors have origins which lie in the Marxist archaeologies of the late 1970s and 1980s, Tilley’s subsequent phenomenological writing is more typically political with a small ‘p’. Whilst arguing that landscapes and the features within it are open to different forms of knowledge, he nonetheless firmly situates his interpretations, which are usually focussed upon prehistoric landscapes, within his own singular experience of engagement and a particular world view[endnoteRef:51],[endnoteRef:52]. In common with most archaeological writing his work can be argued to belong to a particular background, which (probably unfairly) can give some of his undoubtedly highly original work, a distanced feel[endnoteRef:53]. Unlike Bender, until his Devon pebble bed cairns project[endnoteRef:54], little of Tilley’s research has been overtly collaborative. [51:  Tilley, Christopher, A Phenomenology of Landscape]  [52:  Tilley, Christopher, Interpreting landscapes]  [53:  Emphasised, for example by his publication of a student diary which favourably compared himself to Pierre Bourdieu (see Bender et al 1997)]  [54:  Tilley, Christopher Landscape in the longue durée] 

By contrast, Barbara Bender’s political stance is writ large, and she is explicit about her Marxist background, and its benefits for identifying and challenging dominant establishment narratives, which she notes is a failing of some a-political post-modernist writing[endnoteRef:55]. Although Bender does adopt a phenomenological position, rather than documenting her individual experience of space and place, she prefers to move beyond the local to encompass a nested series of socio-political landscapes’[endnoteRef:56]. Unlike Tilley, much of Bender’s writing is concerned with exploring contemporary landscapes and specifically with the multi-vocal, often contested nature, of spaces and places. The narratives which she has published are therefore less about sensory experience and can be seen as a natural extension of her earlier Marxist research perspective, combined with elements derived from phenomenology to challenge the established narratives and received interpretations. This is reflected in the focus of Bender’s more recent published canon, which unlike Tilley, through edited and single author volumes strive to include and empower a multiplicity of perspectives and voices, including those of a different class, race and gender from her own. Bender’s work, therefore, has a much more socially inclusive feel to it than Tilley’s[endnoteRef:57], and indeed this has been continued by her work with a local history group in Devon, charting the history of Branscombe[endnoteRef:58].  [55:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Stonehenge: Contested Landscapes’, pp. 275]  [56:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Time and landscape’, Current Anthropology, 43, (2002), pp. 103-112]  [57:  Echoed in the talks given on Leskernick, which Chris Tilley speaking on the prehistoric landscape interpretation and Barbara Bender on community interactions with the project.]  [58:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Notes from a Devon Village’, in Ground Work, by ed. Tim Dee (London: Jonathan Cape, 2018) pp. 15-25] 

Phenomenology and Contestation: enriched narratives
There are noticeable differences between the ways that both Tilley and Bender have utilised phenomenology as a theoretical method for understanding and engaging with the landscape. These differences are, however, far from being either mutually exclusive or incompatible with one another. Recognising one’s own embodied experience and the reciprocal ways in which the landscape both is shaped and shapes us, as Tilley does, is not undermined by at the same time acknowledging that the same spaces and places can hold different, and even conflicting narratives for different communities, age groups or genders. Bender’s contested landscape arguably adds greater depth to Tilley’s experiential perspective.
Indeed, as Bender has argued phenomenology does not replace, but is a ‘part of wider socio-political’ studies[endnoteRef:59]. When considered together, therefore, both perspectives enrich our understanding of the world. The complementary nature of their work is emphasised by a project which they undertook with Sue Hamilton at Leskernick Hill on Bodmin Moor in the later 1990s[endnoteRef:60],[endnoteRef:61], and their methodologies for interpreting them. Here, their joint investigations examined a Bronze Age settlement and its surrounding landscape. The result was a biography of place and landscape which considered the totality of the lived experience of the settlements inhabitants and how the world of stones in which they inhabited had shaped their daily lives. A particular focus was how the granite outcrops and stony ‘clitter streams’ had provided metaphors and structured peoples experiences of the world, and how the geology of the landscape had even become venerated, with one stone becoming a shrine[endnoteRef:62] and other large distinctively shaped stones being deliberately incorporated into rear walls of roundhouses, where they may have become sacred stones within the home.  [59:  Bender, Barbara, ‘Introduction’, in Contested Landscapes, pp. 1-18]  [60:  Bender, Barbara, Hamilton, Susan, and Tilley, Christopher, ‘Leskernick: Stone Worlds; Alternative Narratives; Nested Landscapes’, Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 63, (1997), pp. 147-178]  [61:  Bender, Barbara, Hamilton, Susan, and Tilley, Christopher, Stone Worlds: Narrative and Reflexivity in Landscape Archaeology. (Walnut Creek CA: Left Coast Press, 2007)]  [62:  Bender, Barbara, Hamilton, Susan, and Tilley, Christopher, Stone Worlds, pp. 202-205] 

A final comment on the complementary nature of their work can also be argued to lie in the extent of their considerations of the sacred. Both Bender and Tilley, as their work on Bodmin Moor demonstrates, acknowledge the importance of sacred stones and monuments to prehistoric communities. Neither would, however, claim to have an interest in developing an overarching definition of the sacred or with Eliade’s concept of heirophany[endnoteRef:63]. Their approaches are, in common with many phenomenological perspectives in general agnostic [endnoteRef:64], [endnoteRef:65] and strongly anthropocentric in focus, and whilst ‘non-humans’ are mentioned in Tilley’s work, exploration of potential non-human perceptions and the nature(s) of landscape(s) have largely been explored in greater depth by other scholars[endnoteRef:66], [endnoteRef:67].  [63:  Eliade, Mircea, The Sacred and The Profane: The Nature of Religion. (Orlando: Harcourt, 1987), pp. 11-12]  [64:  Holbraad, Martin, and Pedersen, Morten, The ontological turn: an anthropological exposition. (Cambridge: University Press, 2017), pp. 283]  [65:  Bowie, Fiona, The Anthropology of religion. (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006), pp. 4-5, p. 9]  [66:  Bowie, Fiona, ‘Mountains as sources of power in seen and unseen worlds’, in Space, Place and Religious Landscapes: Living Mountains, ed. by Darrelyn Gunzburg and Bernadette Brady, (London: Bloomsbury, 2021), pp. 123-146]  [67:  Brady, B, ‘Mountains talk of kings and dragons, the Brecon Beacons’, in Space, Place and Religious Landscapes: Living Mountains, ed. by Darrelyn Gunzburg and Bernadette Brady, (London: Bloomsbury, 2021), pp. 173-190] 

Conclusion 
The subject matter of this essay was to critically consider whether, Tilley’s phenomenology of landscape and Barbara Bender’s contested landscapes complemented one another. From the foregoing discussion it is apparent that both Chris Tilley and Barbara Bender are scholars who have developed and extended phenomenological concepts to address their own preferred approaches to the study of the landscape. It has been suggested that there are contrasts between them, with Tilley employing a more personal, embodied ‘being in the world’ perspective and Bender a multi-vocal broader approach, which is more Marxist in its focus on addressing social inequality and contested narratives. 
However, whilst undoubtedly differing in emphasis, it has also been argued that there are distinct overlaps in their interpretations of the ways that people interact with the landscape and place values upon it. It is further suggested that this is demonstrated by their collaborative project, which led to the production of a significant body of work. Neither scholar, however, can be argued to have undergone an ‘ontological turn’[endnoteRef:68]. [68:  Heywood, Paolo, ‘Ontological turn, the’ in The Open Encyclopedia of Anthropology, ed. by Felix Stein, (online: http://doi.org/10.29164/17ontology, 2023)] 
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