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Task 1 - Mind-map















1.  Plastic pollution 
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Cheap production and easy availability can make plastic very useful but it has numerous shortfalls, with its harmful effects causing great concern for our planet.
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2. Ocean life endangered 
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Plastic products clog oceans, seas, lakes and waterways. 1 in 3 marine animals have been found tangled in marine litter. Over 90% of all seabirds have plastic pieces in their stomachs (Thevenon,2014).
3. [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The fight against Plastic Pollution 
[image: ]Countries, governments and wildlife enthusiasts are continuously trying to battle the fight against plastic pollution, by introducing bans on plastic packaging, straws and bags. 
4. Covid-19 – The rise of a Global Pandemic. 
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Cases of a mysterious illness was first reported in Wuhan, China and later confirmed as a new kind of Coronavirus. Since then, the infection has dramatically spread and was declared a global pandemic (NewScientist,2014). 



5. [image: ][image: ] Face masks become mandatory
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Due to the rapid spread of the disease, face masks must be worn in public by law. The new law gives way to increased plastic littering. 
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6. [image: ]‘The Face Mask Bin'My idea proposes that public streets and each household should receive a bin specific for discarding single-use face masks in order to prevent them being littered and filtering the oceans.
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7. [image: ][image: ] The End of the Pandemic 
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The Covid-19 vaccinations have paved way for an end to this ongoing pandemic and it is hoped that in the near future, social distancing and the necessity of face masks will be lifted. 

8. [image: ][image: ][image: ]The pandemic’s effect on the ocean.
By discarding of single-use PPE needed in this pandemic appropriately, we have helped saved the habitats of sea animals from being damaged by another mass use of plastic – face masks. 










Task 2 - Blog
















[image: ]Innovation, Creativity and Values – 
Change making; the act of creating value and Seeking Solutions
Email: 1912524@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 
Username: Samina Sultana
https:www.thisismyblog.com/ref861533402085017/myblog-save-the-sea-animals-from-masks-the-face-mask-bin.org

The Face Mask Bin
In order to combat the ever-growing damage of plastic pollution and its environmental effects, I am introducing my project idea - The Face Mask Bin – as a tool of remedying this developing problem. Every individual amasses different levels of plastic due to its numerous involvements in daily life. Plastic usage has increased now more than ever, due to the present pandemic necessitating the law of wearing face masks in public. These PPE face masks are made from single-use plastic, meaning they are non-recyclable and non-biodegradable. My idea will help to reduce the amount of face mask littering, decreasing its harmful effect on oceanic pollution and habitat damage. 
I propose every household should receive a bin specific for discarding these single-use masks to ensure they are not inappropriately littered. I also suggest these bins are utilised in public streets and parks to promote appropriate discarding.











Marine conservation organisation, OceanAsia (2020), released a report estimating that 1.56 billion face masks will flood the oceans in the year 2020. This will result in an estimate of up to 6000 metric tonnes of increased plastic pollution. These masks will take as long as 450 years to break down (Ho,2020), all while disturbing and endangering marine wildlife and ecosystems.
In this constantly changing world, it is up to us to ensure that all life, including marine life, are living with equal chances of survival. By incorrectly disposing of our face masks, we are in turn decreasing the value of these ocean creatures who are battling a constant war with plastic we litter. Change is now vital more than ever, with the current pandemic necessitating the need for protective clothing. As the coronavirus lingers, it is up to us to be the change makers that prevent the negative environmental impacts of masks. 
These masks, like other forms of plastic pollution, can be mistaken for food by marine mammals. Dolphins, porpoises and turtles can mistake them for food and through consumption these plastics endanger their digestive tracts (Cooke, 2020). One study documented traces of plastic in the organs and bodies of 100% of marine turtles, 59% of whales and 40% of seabirds sampled (Lavender, 2016). Even if they do not choke, animals can become malnourished as the materials fill up their stomachs but provide no nutrients. Smaller animals may also become entangled in the elastic within the masks as they begin to break apart (Roberts, 2020). 
These animals are calling out for help. Change is needed. Their life is valued too. 
Whilst the masks save us, it is killing them. 

















Links - 
OceanAsia - https://oceansasia.org/covid-19-facemasks/ 
GreenQueen - https://www.greenqueen.com.hk/amp/plastic-pollution-oceansasia-founder-says-public-should-phase-out-single-use-masks-where-possible-2/ 
Sea Education Association - https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-marine-010816-060409?journalCode=marine 
The Conversation - https://theconversation.com/amp/coronavirus-face-masks-an-environmental-disaster-that-might-last-generations-144328 
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