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Enfield is a London borough in the city's north. It borders Barnet to the west, Haringey to the south, and Waltham Forest to the east, and, because it is on the outskirts of London, it also borders the shires of Hertfordshire and Essex. Enfield has a population of over 329,000 people and is 31 square miles in size (81 square kilometers).
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According to mid-2021 ONS figures, Enfield has a population of 329,601. Between mid-2020 and mid-2021, Enfield saw a -0.1% annual population growth rate. According to the most recent population estimates taken in mid-2021, Enfield has a population density of 4,078 people per square kilometre (km2) and an area of 81 square kilometres (31 square miles).
According to the most recent census in 2021, Enfield's population is predominantly white (52%), with non-white minorities accounting for the remaining 48%.
Enfield's average median age in 2021 was 37.6 years, with people over the age of 18 accounting for 79.5% of the population. There were 91.4 males for every 100 females. Compare the average age by region.
In 2021, the urban population of Enfield was approximately 310,988, while the rural population was approximately 1,478.
Christians, who account for 46% of the population in Enfield, are the largest religious group.
English is spoken as a first language by 76.5% of Enfield residents and is spoken well or very well by 17%. 5.7% reported having poor English skills, and the remaining 1.0% did not speak English at all.
Enfield has a strong economy with a mix of manufacturing, retail, and healthcare industries. The district is home to several business parks and industrial estates that provide employment opportunities for residents, as well as the places of big businesses such as Tesco, Coca-Cola, Nikon, and Warburtons.
It is well-known for its green retail spaces, which include several large parks, including Trent Park, Grovelands Park, and Broomfield Park. The borough is also home to many historic landmarks, including Enfield Palace, which was once Elizabeth I's home, and Enfield Square, which dates back to the 1300s.
It was also the location of one of the most iconic factories in British history: the Royal Small Arms Factory (RSAF), a British government-owned factory that produced firearms for the British armed forces. It was founded in 1816 as the Royal Small Arms Factory on the site of a former government-owned gunpowder factory.
The factory produced a wide variety of weapons, including the Lee-Enfield rifle, which served as the standard British infantry rifle from the late 1800s until the 1950s. During WWII, the factory was critical in the production of rifles, machine guns, and other weapons for the war effort. After the war, the factory continued to produce weapons until it was closed in 1988 as part of a government restructuring programme.
Trent Country Park, Forty Hall, and Enfield Town Park are among the borough's parks and green spaces. There are numerous museums in the area, including the Enfield Museum and the Whitewebbs Transport Museum. 
Capel Manor College, Middlesex University and Barnet and Southgate College are among the higher education institutions in the borough.
There are numerous amenities in the neighbourhood that provide access to central London and other destinations.
Enfield is also well-connected, with several train stations, including Enfield Town, Enfield Chase, and Southbury, as well as bus routes serving the area. The Piccadilly line of the London Underground runs through Enfield, providing easy access to central London. Furthermore, the M25 motorway runs through the district, providing access to other parts of the country. 
But despite these wonderful things in Enfield there are a lot of problems such as jobs paid at a low level which is implicitly reflected in a very high level of poverty.
In 2019/2020, 34% of people in the borough lived in households with incomes that were less than 60% of the UK median after housing costs were deducted, which was higher than the average London borough.
After housing costs were reduced to the London average in 2020/21, 34% of children in the borough lived in households with incomes below 60% of the UK median.
In Enfield, 28.7% of residents were expected to earn less than the Living Wage in 2021, which was higher than the London average.
In April 2021 to March 2022, the average rent for a one-bedroom house or flat on the private market was at least 38.7% of the average pre-tax pay in London, roughly the same as the London borough average.
In the first quarter of 2022, 15.9% of working-age residents in Enfield were receiving unemployment benefits, which is higher than the average London borough.
According to the website https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/ (2022), Enfield's indicator rankings in relation to the London average are as follows:
	



People

	Infant mortality
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births 3.5
Average compared to all London Boroughs (3.4)
Premature mortality
Deaths of <75 year olds per 100,000 315
Average compared to all London Boroughs (316)
Qualifications at 19
19 year olds without level 3 qualifications 35.8%
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (24.4%)
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Housing

	Evictions
Repossessions per 1,000 households 3.53
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (2.42)
Homeless acceptances
Main homelessness duty owed per 1,000 households 0.68
Average compared to all London Boroughs (0.74)
Housing affordability
Median rent as a percentage of median pay 38.7%
Average compared to all London Boroughs (46.3%)
Housing delivery
Average net affordable, social and discounted housing completions 100
Average compared to all London Boroughs (132)
Rough sleeping
People seen sleeping rough by outreach 183
Average compared to all London Boroughs (214)
Temporary accommodation
Households in temporary accommodation per 1,000 25
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (16.4)


	





Living standards

	Child poverty rate
Child poverty rate (AHC) 34%
Average compared to all London Boroughs (35%)
Income deprivation
Income deprivation (relative to London overall) 1.49
Worse compared to all London Boroughs ( 1)
Pay inequality
80:20 ratio of earnings 2.69
Average compared to all London Boroughs (2.64)
Poverty rate
Poverty rate 34%
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (27%)


	

Shared opportunity

	GCSE attainment
Percentage of pupils who achieved grade 9-4 71.1%
Average compared to all London Boroughs (75.6%)
No qualifications
Proportion with no qualifications 4.4
Average compared to all London Boroughs (6.7)


	

Work




Work

	Benefits
Out-of-work benefits 15.9%
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (12.7%)
Low pay (resident)
Proportion of borough residents' jobs that are low paid 28.7%
Worse compared to all London Boroughs (20.2%)
Unemployment rate
Unemployment rate 6.5%
Average compared to all London Boroughs (5.3%)
Unemployment rate change
Unemployment rate 3 year change 0.9pts
Average compared to all London Boroughs (0.2pts)




Another issue confronting Enfield Council is the extremely high crime rate.
According to ONS figures for the fiscal year ending July 2022, the crime rate in Enfield is 9,240 incidents per 100,000 inhabitants. There were 30,454 crime incidents in the fiscal year ending July 2022, an increase of 1,588 incidents over the previous year.
The number of crime incidents in Enfield increased by 5.5% between July 2021 and July 2022. Crime incidents increased by an average of 2.7% per year between 2011 and 2021.
Enfield has a 1.5 crime or homicide rate. Enfield had 5 murders recorded in the fiscal year ending July 2022, a decrease from the previous year.
Enfield Borough aims to be transparent about its decision-making processes and to involve community members in critical decisions that affect their lives. This entailed providing clear and accessible information about policies and programmes, as well as soliciting feedback and input from members of the community. Unfortunately, this is not done correctly, resulting in a major transparency issue. According to the local blog Better Homes Enfield, Enfield Council does not publish public comments on planning applications. As a result, members of the public are unsure whether the Council accurately reported the number of comments received or whether it properly considered and addressed the significant planning concerns raised.
For example, the Meridian Water tall buildings have come under scrutiny from local campaign groups such as Black Lives Matter Enfield, Better Homes Enfield, Meridian 4 Council Homes, and Unite Housing Workers, who have formed a united front and are calling on Enfield Council to redesign the Meridian Water high-rises to include at least two staircases.
The census reveals why building more homes will not solve Enfield's housing crisis.
The United Kingdom is in the grip of a housing crisis. Rents and property prices are out of reach for an increasing number of families, and homelessness is on the rise. The London Borough of Enfield has been particularly hard hit, with one of the country's highest rates of homelessness. Enfield Council is working on a number of projects, including four new tower blocks at its Meridian Water development.
Enfield Borough uses a variety of communication channels to engage a diverse range of community members, including social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, email newsletters, community meetings, and surveys. This ensures that all voices are heard and that everyone has a chance to participate in decision making. It should be noted that the local police have dedicated pages in social networks to more easily combat high crime and promote various awareness campaigns.
Another common method is to promote various objectives or activities by mailing or handing out leaflets on the street. The leaflet in the image, for example, was used to promote the 2022 Pride march.
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And the one below to promote the local development plan, which can also be accessed on the https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/localplan  (see Appendix)
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Building strong relationships with members of the community is essential for effective community engagement. Enfield Borough accomplishes this through outreach to local community organisations and leaders, participation in community events, and the creation of opportunities for dialogue and collaboration.
The Enfield Together Programme, one of the key initiatives launched by Enfield Council to promote community engagement, aims to foster stronger connections between residents, community groups, and local government. A variety of initiatives are included in the programme, such as community events, volunteer opportunities, and funding support for local projects.
Letstalk.enfield.gov.uk is a website dedicated to encouraging public participation and engagement in a variety of Enfield-related topics and initiatives. Enfield residents can use the platform to participate in local decision-making and provide feedback on a variety of community issues.
A variety of consultations, surveys, and discussions on transportation, housing, the environment, health, and education are available on the website. Enfield Council uses the platform to solicit community feedback and engage residents in the development of policies and services that affect their lives.
In addition, the platform offers information on upcoming events and activities, as well as local news and updates.
Letstalk.enfield.gov.uk is part of a larger initiative by Enfield Council to promote transparency, openness, and community involvement in local government. The platform is intended to be simple to use and accessible to all community members, including those with disabilities or limited English proficiency.
Enfield Borough recognises and values its residents' differences in culture, language, age, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status. This may entail offering translation services, accommodating different communication styles, and creating welcoming environments for all.
Enfield Borough follows through on commitments made during community engagement activities and promises made in order to build trust with community members. This demonstrates a willingness to collaborate with the community and contributes to the development of stronger relationships over time.
Enfield Borough promotes a more inclusive and collaborative decision-making process that better reflects the needs and interests of its community members by adhering to these community engagement principles.
A strict analysis using Porter's five forces reveals the following facts:
Because Enfield borough is already a well-established and densely populated area with limited available land for new businesses, the threat of new entrants is relatively low. Furthermore, there are already established businesses and infrastructure, which may create barriers to entry for new businesses.
Enfield Borough suppliers have moderate to high bargaining power. This is due to the fact that certain industries have a small number of suppliers and a high demand for their services. Because of the high demand for their services in the area, construction companies, for example, may have more bargaining power.
Due to the high level of competition among businesses in the area, buyers in Enfield Borough have moderate to high bargaining power. Because they have more options for purchasing goods and services, consumers have more bargaining power.
In Enfield borough, the threat of substitutes is moderate because most goods and services have alternatives. Consumers may, for example, choose to travel to nearby boroughs or shop online for substitutes, affecting the sales of local businesses.
Enfield borough has a high level of competitive rivalry due to the large number of businesses in the area. Businesses must be innovative and provide unique products and services to differentiate themselves from the competition. Price wars may also result from the high level of competition, reducing profit margins.

To summarise, community involvement in Enfield takes many forms, including building relationships and trust between residents, community groups, and local government, as well as encouraging greater participation in decision-making processes that affect the area.
Enfield Council plays an important role in promoting community engagement by providing residents with resources, support, and opportunities to participate in local initiatives. They collaborate closely with community groups and organisations to identify and address local people's needs and priorities.
Overall, community engagement is regarded as an essential component of fostering a healthy, vibrant, and inclusive community in Enfield, where all residents feel valued, heard, and empowered to effect positive change in their community.
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The process for developing a new Local Plan 
for Enfield
The Local Plan sets out the vision for future 
development in our borough, essentially the local 
guide to what can be built, where. It is a statutory 
requirement for all councils to prepare a Local Plan 
and ensure that it is up-to-date. Enfield’s current 
Development Plan includes a Core Strategy published 
in 2010, a Development Management Document 
published in 2014 and several area action plans of 
varying ages.  Most of these plans are older than five 
years and are required to be reviewed. Without an 
up-to-date Local Plan the Council cannot effectively 
control development through the planning process. 


Enfield Council’s Draft Local Plan has been informed 
by engagement first dating back to 2018/2019, when 
there was a 12-week consultation. Since then Enfield 
Council has continued to speak with residents and 
stakeholders through workshops and discussions, 
Council meetings, as well as responses to enquiries 
submitted by your local councillors.


Enfield’s Draft Local Plan was recently discussed at a 
Council meeting on Wednesday 9 June and as part 
of the next stage of the plan preparation process, the 
decision was taken to launch a 12-week borough-wide 
consultation.


Enfield’s Draft Local Plan
The new Draft Local Plan has been designed to create 
homes for future generations - Enfield homes for 
Enfield residents. The plan will also protect the unique 
heritage of our borough, invest in our green spaces and 
enhance our local wildlife.


The Draft Local Plan will:
•	 Deliver 25,000 new homes across the borough by 


2039, including more homes around all our transport 
hubs.


•	 Commit to delivering 50% of new homes as 
genuinely affordable to rent or to buy – to meet 
Enfield’s needs. 


•	 Improve biodiversity and invest in our natural green 
spaces so more people can access and enjoy them.


•	 Support our local economy by identifying 
employment floor space and creating jobs in Enfield, 


including new locations in the north and east of the 
borough.


•	 Add new infrastructure in the form of schools, 
sustainable transport, health & other community 
facilities to sustain and strengthen the places of 
Enfield.


Enfield’s housing need and government  
housing targets
Our borough is facing a housing crisis which means 
residents are finding it difficult to find decent and 
affordable homes in Enfield. This is pushing many 
people into financial hardship and in some cases 
forcing people to move away, when they would prefer 
to stay.


•	 We have overcrowding, and many households in 
Enfield on median and lower incomes are having to 
spend more than 40% of their disposable income on 
housing rent or mortgage repayments. 


•	 We have over 4,500 residents on the housing needs 
register.


•	 The average home in Enfield costs 14 times the 
median household income.


•	 By 2039, Enfield’s population is expected to have 
grown by 50,000.


The Government has said that Enfield needs to build 
4,397 net new homes in our borough every year to help 
address local need.


The responsible thing for Enfield Council to do is to 
have a plan for our borough and our residents. It is 
important for us to face these issues head on if we 
don’t want our children and grandchildren to be priced 
out of Enfield.


Enfield Council is already maximising 
housebuilding on brownfield sites 
Enfield Council’s Draft Local Plan prioritises developing 
on urban brownfield sites. However, the reality is that 
we do not have enough brownfield sites to meet the 
housing need in Enfield.


Approximately 18,500 homes are proposed to be 
allocated in the urban areas, whilst 6,500 homes 
are proposed in the rural areas. This will deliver new 


Let us know your views by visiting the Let’s Talk online 
platform: letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/localplan 


You can read the Enfield’s Draft Local Plan, supporting 
information and find out about forthcoming 
consultation meetings and workshops on 
www.enfield.gov.uk/enfieldlocalplan


The consultation happening this summer is part of a 
statutory process Local Plans must follow.  This leaflet 
helps publicise a consultation on a “preferred option” 
as part of a Regulation 18 Issues and Options phase. 


Nothing in this leaflet is a predetermination of the 
consultation process or the wider statutory planning 
process.


After the consultation, Enfield Council will consider all 
representations and other information received and 
use these to help prepare the next iteration of the 
draft Enfield Local Plan which will be considered at a 
Full Council Meeting before submitting the plan to 
the Planning Inspectorate for Examination. 


Consultation


neighbourhoods with family size homes, houses with 
gardens and enhanced access to nature.


Developing a Local Plan that will stop 
skyscrapers in inappropriate locations
Addressing the housing supply issue requires us to 
either build up, or carefully build further out into 
Enfield.


Like many residents, we do not want to see skyscrapers 
in inappropriate locations all over our borough. 
Enfield Council’s Draft Local Plan guards against the 
development of inappropriate tall buildings. Instead we 
are exploring other practical solutions, like developing 
well designed homes near all existing transport hubs, 
such as Crews Hill Train Station. 


Enfield’s history of suburban family housing is 
continued in this draft plan, which includes proposals 
for well designed beautiful terraced family homes. 


A ‘sound’ Local Plan protects the majority 
of the Green Belt in Enfield from proposed 
planning changes and the risk of uncontrolled 
development
Enfield Council legally requires a technically ‘sound’ 
Local Plan that demonstrates the allocation of adequate 
land to meet housing requirements in our borough. 


If our Local Plan does not allocate adequate land to 
deliver the annual housing target of 1,246 houses per 
year, the Local Plan would be deemed to be ‘unsound’ 
by the Planning Inspectorate.


Without a ‘sound’ Local Plan, and such an existing acute 
housing need in Enfield, landowners and developers 
can apply for planning permission to build houses 
anywhere in our borough. It could be difficult for the 
Council to refuse planning applications or defend 
against them at appeal. 


If the Council does not agree a Local Plan (in whatever 
form), the risk of uncontrolled development all over our 
Green Belt is heightened.


Investing in Enfield green spaces and 
addressing climate change 
Enfield Council’s Draft Local Plan provides specific 
protection for our rich network of biodiversity, our 
ancient woodlands and our commitment to be a 
carbon neutral borough by 2040. It will also support 
our plans to enhance access to green spaces and invest 
further in our existing parks.


Housing, jobs, sustainability,economy,  health, 
green spaces, transport, town centres.
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