Anthropology in Context Portfolio by Lizzie Mansfield
For the portfolio there were many concepts to choose from and quite a few sounded interesting. However, I decided to discuss the concept of Gender. The two case studies that I selected to compare, and contrast are the Ancient Egyptians and the Ancient Romans.
Firstly, I will write about the roles of men and women in society between the two case studies. In Ancient Rome, men had the power in society, especially the political power. They could hold political positions, such as praetor, quaestor and consul. Each position had different responsibilities, and some had certain requirements in order to be allowed to have the position. The highest power in Rome such as Kings and Emperors could only be male. Also, men could have a variety of different jobs that have different importance in society. Whereas women could not have any political position and even could not vote. The only public position that they could have was the Vestal Virgins. The Vestal Virgins were a religious female only group. Vestal Virgins were the priestesses of the goddess of the hearth Vesta and their main duty was to keep the sacred flame in the hearth of the temple burning. They also had to follow strict vows of chastity. A Vestal Virgin could only have children or get married after she retired from her position, usually after thirty years of being celibate. If a Vestal Virgin broke her vows of chastity, the sentence was being buried alive. This method was chosen because a Vestal Virgin could not be harmed by spilling their blood. Vestal Virgins were respected and had a certain amount of power in society. However, this was only a small number of women. In Ancient Rome females were traditionally named after their father, with a feminine ending. E.g. Julius becomes Julia. In this way females lost some of their individualism (Finley, 2002, p. 148). But in the case of Ancient Egypt, women could be the highest power, which was the position of Pharaoh. In fact, there were quite a few female Pharaohs, i.e. Hatshepsut. Hatshepsut was the second officially confirmed female Pharaoh. The first confirmed female Pharaoh was a woman called Sobekneferu, who was named after the crocodile god Sobek. Hatshepsut was inspired by her female Pharaoh predecessor’s use of male regalia and likewise adopted the image of both a queen and a king. Her adaptions of her image made her more popular with her subjects. Hatshepsut managed to rule for twenty years, making her the longest reigning female Pharaoh (Hilliard and Wurtzel, 2009, p. 25 – p. 27). Moreover, females were on more of an equal standing with men in Ancient Egypt. Females had the rights to education, property ownership, were legal equals to men at court and could work in public. However, Ancient Egypt was still a mainly male orientated society. Men usually held the position of Pharaoh and only men could be in administrative roles and scribes (Wilfong, 2007, p. 206).
Next, I will discuss marriage in the two communities. In Ancient Egypt, men were expected to marry around the ages of sixteen to twenty-four. They had to have been earning a living before marrying though, so they were able to provide for their family. Females could be married at the age after they had their first menses. For both genders being a virgin was not required before being married. Marriage was not really a legal process. As soon as a man and a woman started living together in the same house, they were considered married. Marriage was monogamous (except for the Pharaoh who could have multiple wives if he so desired) and the couple were expected to be faithful to one another. Divorce was not seen as a disgrace and both the husband and the wife had the right to request a divorce (Brewer and Teeter, 2007, p. 110 – p. 111). In Ancient Rome, men, in the upper class especially, were expected to find a wife of good breeding and have a male heir. Women were expected to marry and become good wives and mothers. It was also emphasised that women had to be virgins before marriage. Whereas, males did not have to be virgins before marriage.
Now, I will talk about the household among the two different cultures. In Ancient Rome, the husband acted as the head of the household and had master ship over his wife and children (Dixon, 1992, p. 3). Women were supposed to have children and be loyal and obedient wives. Daughters also had to obey their fathers and the fathers normally arranged their daughters’ marriage. In addition, male children were desired more than female children, as there was a need for a male heir. However, in Ancient Egypt there was no desire for one gender over the other in children. Any child born to a couple was a blessing and a joy to celebrate because the low mortality rate at the time. Both husband and wife could be in charge over the household. But men were usually in charge. Lower class women could work in the fields alongside men, but upper-class women were encouraged to stay at home. The eldest son had to follow in his father’s footsteps and go into the same line of work.
Lastly, I will speak about sexuality amongst the two civilisations. In Ancient Egypt, there is evidence from sources at the time that homosexuality between males did occur. In Ancient Rome, it was common for upper class men to have a male lover as well as a female lover. However, the practice of male lovers eventually dwindled, especially at the start of the Augustan era. In addition, there was a famous myth about a young man called Hermaphroditus who became the first hermaphrodite. He was the son of Hermes and Aphrodite (or Mercury and Venus as the Romans named them) and his name is derived from his parents’ names. He was not raised by his parents but instead by nymphs on Mount Ida. Eventually, he grew into a handsome youth and decided to leave Mount Ida to travel when he was fifth teen. He arrived in a place called Caria and found a pool of water in the woods. The water nymph of the pool, called Salmacis, fell in love with the young man as soon as she laid her eyes on him and tried to seduce him. He however rejected her love. Later, when it seemed that the water nymph had disappeared, Hermaphroditus decided to strip himself of his clothes and enter the pool. But it turned out that the water nymph was hiding behind a tree in the clearing. She rushed into the pool from behind the tree and started to embrace and kiss the youth. Hermaphroditus struggled to get free but was unable to. Then Salmacis begun to pray to the gods to request that she and him should stay together forever. The gods granted her request in a very unusual way. The two were joined together as one body who had both feminine and masculine features. Their form could also be described as androgynous. Hermaphroditus was devastated by this transformation and begged his parents to place a curse on the pool, evoking that anyone who bathed in its waters would suffer a similar metamorphosis. Hermes and Aphrodite did as he asked them to and Hermaphroditus became the god of hermaphrodites and effeminates, though he was also occasionally associated with marriage because it was seen as a union between a man and a woman. In reality hermaphrodites in Ancient Rome were feared. They were seen as a portent of corruption of the state and a warning from the gods. Moreover, being transgender may have occurred as far back as this time. Such an example was the young Emperor Elagabalus. Elagabalus ruled over Rome as Emperor from 218 CE to 222 CE. His original name was Sextus Varius Avitus Bassianus but he adopted the name Marcus Aurelius Antonius Augustus when he became Emperor.  His reign ended because he was assassinated, along with his mother. The assassination was a plot devised by his grandmother to make his cousin Severus Alexander the Emperor. He was only eighteen at the time of his death. Elagabalus was one of the few people who were said to be transgender and he was one of the first to have been recorded to have wanted a sex change operation. The story was that he made an announcement offering a huge sum of money to any doctor who could give him a vagina. He was also known to have been preferred to be called Empress, dressed in women’s clothing, wore wigs and makeup and had relationships with both males and females. He liked to call his favourite male lover, a man named Hierocles, husband and he had the man whip him. This was a form of punishment for wives that their husbands could carry out on them. 
Finally, I will write about how anthropologists viewed gender. Anthropologists focus on the cultural and social aspects of gender differences. Gender is explored the best as a relationship. In the beginning of anthropological study and for quite some time, research into gender was massively overlooked. However, since the 1970s, the study of gender in anthropology has become commonplace. Much research has been undertaken into the specific study of women. There has also been study into other aspects such as: the private and the public, gender in the division of labour, dominance and submission, nature and culture in terms to men and women, sexualities and different worlds for men and women (Eriksen,2001, p. 125 – p. 133).
In conclusion, there are quite a few similarities and differences between the two social groups. But the main difference was that women in Ancient Egypt had much more rights than women in Ancient Rome. However overall, both case studies had a mostly male orientated society.

Glossary
Monogamous: Having a marriage or a sexual relationship to one person at a time.
Androgynous: Having the appearance of both a male and a female.
Hermaphrodite: A person having both male and female reproductive organs.
Sexuality: A person’s sexual orientation or preference.
Pharaoh: A ruler of Ancient Egypt. The name meant ‘great house’ and referred to both the ruler and their palace.
Anthropology: The study of human cultures and societies and their development as well as the study of human biological and physiological characteristics and their evolution.
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