TICU ROSTAS	1907848	DSR
DSR
Task 2: Impact of Virtual Learning Environment

TICU Rostas
1907848








CONTENT 
1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………2 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Rationale of the Research………………………………………………….2 
3. Literature Review………………………………………………………………2
4. Research Methods and Methodologies……………………………..3
4.1 Qualitative……………………………………………………………………….3 
4.2. Quantitative…………………………………………………………………..3
4.3. Sample and Sample Size…………………………………………………4  
4.4. Data Collection Tools …………………………………………………….4
4.5. Ethical Considerations……………………………………………………4  
5. Analysis and Discussions………………………………………………….5
6. Limitations of the Research……………………………………………..8 
7. Recommendations for future research…………………………….8
8. Conclusions ……………………………………………………………………8
9. References……………………………………………………………………..9 
10. Appendices ………………………………………………………………….10







1. Introduction

In this report I will be writing about the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and how it affects students studying at University of Wales Trinity Saint in the London Campus which are using Moodle as their Virtual Learning Environment. 
2. Rationale of the Research 

The reason of conducting this research is to see the advantages and disadvantages of students using Moodle as their Virtual Learning Environment.  Likewise, I will be searching for secondary information to see how students mange to learn without having a Virtual Learning Environment system to use. Also I would like to find out the opinion of my class mates to see if their happy using Moodle.
3. Literature Review

According to an article published by AIMA Journal of Management & Research, with the title names as ‘A RESEARCH PAPER ON VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT’ (May 2016, Volume 10 Issue 2/4) said the following “With the help of Virtual learning environment(VLE),a student/employee(referred to as student hereafter) can sit in front of the screen and attend meetings, read documents, operate equipment, access computers, or view an assembly line, all from the comfort of their Mobile/Tablet/Virtual Realty Device/Computer/Laptop.”
By reading this article I’ve found secondary type information about VLE evaluating how VLE helps a range of people in different work industries. Likewise, from the above information I have extracted that VLE can be accessible from a range of different gadgets as mentioned above, giving VLE a massive advantage.	
“According to Wilson (1996), Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs) are „computer-based environments that are relatively open systems, allowing interactions and encounters with other participants”. This is another great advantage about the VLE. For example, if you have gather information about a specific theme, genres or want to carry out research you can connect to thousands and thousands of online classes. These classes can be free or have to pay for.  For example I’ve personally joined a class on Facebook that I found to be interesting matter of discussion so I joint and it was for free.
 Below are some advantages that of using VLE:
-Flexibility: the student does not need to attend face to face classes. VLE allows students to attend classes online and listen to the tutor.  
-Active Students: because they can connect to the class online students become more active because they feel more secure and comfortable at home and they can be themselves.
-Likewise, it helps out students that have learning difficulties or have medical issues. These students can continue their learning.
Similarly, if there’s a pandemic like we have now. Students can still continue their studies online with their tutor.  


Below are two disadvantages of using VLE
-Technical Problems is one of the most common problems with using VLE. Primary information about this problem we are facing while we have our lessons online some of us have problems with microphone, some with camera and some with the Wi-Fi strength.  
-Lack of discipline is another issue of using VLE; student’s talking over students/tutors. This can cause problems to the students who like to keep to themselves/ or their shy etc.
4. Research Methods and Methodologies

In here in will be briefly discuss the above words mean and how what types of information and methods that can be used to find this information data. 
There 2 types of research that can be used to find different information. These are:
4.1. Qualitative research 

“Qualitative research is a type of social science research that collects and works with non-numerical data and that seeks to interpret meaning from these data that help understand social life through the study of targeted populations or places”. According to Thought.Co (02/2020)

Qualitative research usually ask question that included the following words Who, What, How, when and Why. This type of research tried to understand the nature or the quantities that associated with a fact or situation. The methods that can be used to find this information are; observation, interviews, focus groups and survives. This sort of information is mostly a Primary source of information. This is because you personally need to go there observed interview people in order to collect data.

4.2. Quantitative Research 

Quantitative research is the sort of research you would to find the ‘How Much’ of an occurrence or similar of a risk factor and the outcome. This type of research considers the magnitude (the great size or the extent of something) of the situation in question.  For example, how many times you visit Moodle within a week?  These are some examples of types of methods that can be used to find this sort of information; action research, case study research and ethnography.
“Quantitative research templates are objective, elaborate, and many times, even investigational. The results achieved from this research method are logical, statistical, and unbiased. Data collection happened using a structured method and conducted on larger samples that represent the entire population”, is according to QuestionPro (2020) an article written by Adi Bhat. 
4.3. Sample and Sample size

Sample is an example of the questioner that you will be using to collect data. The sample size is the number of individual samples that will take place of the questioner or experiment you will be carrying out to find data.


4.4. Data collection Tools/ Consent Form

Data collecting is the steps of collecting information from all the relevant sources to find the answer for your research. The data collection is split in to two types of research methods.  These are:
Primary research is the original information/data that you collect yourself. Secondary research is the information/ data that already exists.
What is the difference between quality and quantity?
	
These two terms come across a lot of time, when it comes to collecting data. Likewise these terms come across in everyday life. The main difference between these two terms is that quality refers to the characteristic or feature of something, whereas quantity refers to the numerical value of something.

A consent form “is a document which carries information about a particular project, or an event, and seeks a participant’s consent or permission for carrying it out. This form allows the information seeker use the information that he has gathered. 
4.5. Ethical consideration

Ethical consideration is The Data Protection Act and the GDPR.  This act most be legally followed by seeker seeking information from any person.  Below are major principles associated with ethical conduct; 
· Do No Harm 
· Privacy and Anonymity 
· Confidentiality
· Informed Consent
· Rapport and Friendship 
· Intrusiveness 
· Inappropriate Behaviour 
· Data Interpretation 
· Data Ownership and Rewards 
According to Bryman and Bell (2007), the following ten points represent the most important principles related to ethical considerations in dissertations:
· Research participants should not be subjected to harm in any ways whatsoever.
· The protection of the privacy of research participants has to be ensured.
· Anonymity of individuals and organisations participating in the research has to be ensured.

5.   Analysis and Discussions 

Below is a sample of the questioner that I have done myself for the purpose of my own research to find out the impact of VLE-Moodle on student/tutors.


VLE: Moodle
1. Does VLE have a positive impact on student/tutor?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ]  Disagree	[image: ]   Strongly Disagree

1. Do you believe that VLE can be improved?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ]  Disagree	[image: ]   Strongly Disagree

1. Do you believe that VLE has helped pupil with Learning Difficulties?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ]  Disagree	[image: ]   Strongly Disagree

1. Do you agree that all study institutions should use VLE?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ]  Disagree	[image: ]   Strongly Disagree

1. Would you prefer the old ways of teaching or the new and advance technology?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ]  Disagree	[image: ]   Strongly Disagree

1. Would you recommend VLE for students/tutors?

[image: ]  Strongly Agree	[image: ]   Agree	[image: ]  Do not know
[image: ][image: ]Disagree	Strongly Disagree


I have used the website called Free Online Surveys to produce this sample questions. The original plan was to have different classes to answer the above questions but due to this pandemic (Covid19) only a small number was able to answer the above questions.  
Below I will show some of the results that I have gathered from carrying out this survey.

[image: ]
This pie diagrams shows the data that I have gathered by asking the question ‘Does VLE have positive impact on students/tutors?’ As you can see 75% of the responses have come up as Strongly Agee answer. This means that more than 50% of the responders believe that VLE has a good result on students/tutors. 


[image: ]This line graph shows the data that I received by asking ‘Do you believe that VLE can be improved’. As it shown in the results 75% of the people that have answered this question believe that VLE can be made better. This means even though the people strongly agree that VLE had a positive impact on the students/tutors they still believe that it can still be made better.




[image: ]This doughnut chart shows the information that was given to me by the people who have answered this question. The question that was used to make this chart was ‘DO you believe that VLE helped pupil with Learning Difficulties?’ As seen in this chart 50% of the people who have answer this questions strongly agree that VLE has helped out students/ people that have learning difficulties. Likewise 25% people of the people answered that they agree. Also this chart shows that 25% of the people who have answered this question ‘did not know’ weather VLE have helped out pupils who have learning difficulties 
Overall, going through the whole data that I have gained 75% of the people have an excellent thought about the VLE. This meaning that my research did achieved its goal.





6. Limitations of the Research

Carrying out this research has been very difficult in my opinion. This is because;
· Of the Covid19 pandemic that has caused global distributions. Causing the people to panic. 
· I had only 4 responders to answer my questioner; this is also because of the virus that got people to stay indoors in order to fight against this deadly virus. Likewise, a lot of students did not want or couldn’t communicate. Because they were afraid that they might have this deadly virus.
· Likewise, the institution was closed because of this virus. This was the one of the biggest challenge that I have faced. This is because I a very communicative person and I feel that I learn better face to face teaching rather than having online classes. 


7. Recommendations for future research

I personally believe that in order to collect information people need to make sure that they are willing to provide this information. Likewise, the seeker should allow him a lot of time to gain valid and good source of data.

8. Conclusion 

In conclusion, I believe that I could have come up with better results for this research. This is because I was like a lot of citizen of this country sacred of this virus.  Likewise, if time was given to all students and wait for this pandemic to disappear and do this task after I believe that my and other students would have had a better opportunity to learn and deliver well and better results for this questioner.  However, I on the other hand believe that this was an opportunity to show that we can cope under such extreme situations. 
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