Parental collaboration is crucial when discovering and understanding the possible gaps in children’s development (Welsh Government, 2016). Research from the Welsh Government (2016) explains effective collaboration with parents can have an extremely positive impact on children’s learning outcomes, especially for children from disadvantaged backgrounds (Welsh Government, 2016). However, although the guidance recognises the importance of parental engagement it also identifies possible challenges, to show an example; time demands on family life, home environment, physical barriers, lack of confidence, doubt or suspicion. Teachers must find a way of overcoming these challenges to support the families, especially ones who live in deprived areas, underperforming children and to the children who have very little support.
With regard to bereavement, parental collaboration could be a challenge. The NHS (2019) explains bereavement, grief and loss are extremely difficult to manage and coping loss creates feelings of sadness, depression and anxiety. Therefore, trying to communicate and cooperate with parents during a stressful period can put more strain on the whole family. 
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