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Introduction 

Great civilisations do not get killed; instead, they commit suicide. Famous historian Arnold Toynbee reached this conclusion in his masterpiece A Study of History, where he documented the development and decline of many prominent civilisations. For example, the Roman Empire had many ills, such as poorly planned excessive growth, absence of long-term policies, climate change, environmental damage, lack of strategic vision, and incompetent leadership (Toynbee and Somervell, 1987a) (Toynbee and Somervell, 1987b). A population that is educated, healthy, and satisfied with its living conditions will produce well-trained and skilled people, leading to growth and development (Burlacu, 2018). 
Human development is described as increasing people's liberties and possibilities while enhancing their wellbeing, which is also significantly associated with quality of life and health (Office for National Statistics, 2019) (UNDP, 1997). And an organising concept for achieving human development objectives while simultaneously preserving the capacity of natural systems to deliver the natural services and resources on which society and the economy rely is known as sustainable development. 
This report will provide an overview of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and thoroughly examine three SDGs: Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17. An introduction to London, the capital of the United Kingdom, will be followed by an overview of the influence of the UK government and municipal policies, initiatives, and legislations related to the three SDG goals. In addition to these, the report will provide some recommendations, as well as a conclusion.

Sustainable development: 
Sustainable development is defined as development that satisfies the requirements of the present without jeopardising future generations' capacity to meet their own needs. The notion of sustainable development may be interpreted in various ways, but at its foundation is a development strategy that seeks to balance many, sometimes competitive, objectives against a knowledge of the environmental, societal, and economic constraints we confront(Sustainable Development Commission, 2019). 

Sustainable Development Goals
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or Global Goals are a series of 17 interconnected global goals based on 169 targets and 247 Indicators that address the challenges faced by all nations and seek to provide a "shared foundation for prosperity and peace for both humankind and the planet, right now and in the future. 

"193 countries, including the UK, adopted the SDGs in 2015, intending to achieve them by 2030(United Nations, 2022). They advocate the premise that sustainable development involves local, national and global collaborations to achieve success. (ONS, 2021) It is a worldwide appeal to action to eradicate poverty, protect the environment, and guarantee that all people live in peace and prosperity by 2030. 

Global SDG Country Ranking (Sachs et al., 2021)
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The 17 goals are the following(UNDP, 2022): 
Goal 1 
 [image: ]
736 million people lived on less than $1.90 a day in 2015; many lacked food, water, and sanitation. SDGs are strongly committed to abolishing all kinds of poverty by 2030.
Goal 2 
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This SDG aims to abolish hunger and malnutrition by 2030, ensuring all people, particularly children, have enough food year-round.
Goal 3 
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Intersectoral, rights-based, and gender-sensitive methods are needed to alleviate inequities and improve health and wellbeing for everyone.
Goal 4 
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This objective guarantees that all girls and boys will finish free primary and secondary school by 2030.
Goal 5 
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This goal aims to stop all discrimination and violence against women and girls in public and private settings.
Goal 6 
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Safe and affordable drinking water for everybody by 2030 needs infrastructure, sanitation, and hygiene. Water ecosystems must be protected and restored. 
Goal 7
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Expanding infrastructure and upgrading technologies on solar, wind, and thermal power, enhanced energy production, and energy for all are required to accomplish SDG 7 by 2030. 
Goal 8 
[image: ]
By 2030, the objective is to attain full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men.
Goal 9
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Encourage sustainable industries, investing in scientific innovation and research and access to digital technologies all promote sustainable development.
Goal 10
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Employ policies that empower low-income workers and encourage economic participation for everyone, regardless of sex, race, or ethnicity.
Goal 11
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Sustainable cities will provide business opportunities, affordable housing, and resilient communities and economies as it incorporates public transportation, green public places, and participatory urban planning and management.
Goal 12
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We must efficiently manage our natural resources and dispose of harmful waste and contaminants. Encourage enterprises, organisations, and users to recycle and minimise waste and help developing nations adopt more sustainable consumption practices by 2030.
Goal 13
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National development objectives must include disaster risk management, sustainable natural resource management, and human security. Solid political determination, more significant investment, public awareness and current technology can limit climate change.
Goal 14
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Introducing International laws and legislations to protect and use ocean resources sustainably to protect marine and coastal environments from pollution and acidification.
Goal 15
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By 2030, we must battle desertification, rehabilitate damaged land and soil, especially areas impacted by drought and floods, and aim for a land degradation-neutral world.
Goal 16
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This SDG aims to eliminate war and instability and decrease violence. Promoting human rights and the rule of law, lowering illegal arms, and enhancing developing country involvement in global governance institutions are crucial.
Goal 17
[image: ]
SDGs will cost $5–7 trillion. By promoting global international commerce and assisting developing nations to grow exports, we can create a rules-based, equitable trading system that benefits everybody.

A comprehensive overview of the three SDGs (Goals 3, 4, 17)

Goal 3 (GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING)

It is one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals set by the UN in 2015. Officially, it's "To ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all ages." (United Nations, 2015). According to  World Health Organisation's Constitution, "Health is a condition of full physical, mental, and social wellbeing, not only the absence of sickness or infirmity (WHO, 2021)." A person's health state is often connected to the level of wellbeing. Even though it's not always straightforward to measure wellbeing, the idea of wellbeing encompasses people's viewpoints of their lives and capacity to feel well and function efficiently under cultural conventions and values. (Department of Health, 2014). (UK Legislation, 2014).
The UN has established 13 targets and 28 indicators. (Ritchie et al., 2018) The following are the targets (United Nations, 2017) (Ritchie et al., 2018) (United Nations, 2015):
1. Lower maternal mortality rates: Reduce worldwide maternal mortality to 70 per 100,000 by 2030. All nations should decrease maternal mortality to 140 per 100,000 live births.
2. End all preventable Infant (Under 5) deaths: All nations should aim to decrease neonatal mortality to 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to 25 per 1,000 live births by 2030.
3. Combat communicable illnesses: End AIDS, TB, malaria, and overlooked tropical illnesses by 2030. Fight hepatitis, water-borne infections, and other contagious diseases.
4. Reduce non-communicable illness mortality, and improve mental health.
5. Substance abuse prevention and treatment: Promote substance abuse prevention and treatment, especially narcotics and alcohol.
6. Reduce road accidents and fatalities: Halve road traffic fatalities and injuries by 2020.
7. Everyone can access family planning, education, and sexual and reproductive health services.
8. Obtain universal health care coverage: Achieving universal health coverage, comprising financial risk protection, excellent necessary healthcare services, and safe, effective, good quality, and inexpensive essential medications and vaccinations.
9. Reduce mortality and illness from chemicals and pollution: Significantly Reduce fatalities and diseases from toxic chemicals, air, water, and soil pollution by 2030.
10. Employ the WHO tobacco control framework convention: Strengthen the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in all nations.
11. Support vaccine research, development, and universal access.
12. Increase health funding and help developing country health workers: Increase health finance, worker recruitment, development, training, and retention in developing nations.
Improve global health warning systems: Strengthen all countries' early warning, risk reduction, and health risk management capabilities, especially in developing nations.[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated with medium confidence] (United Nations, 2022b)
The world has significantly progressed in combating numerous primary sources of mortality and illness. Life expectancy has grown considerably, child and maternal mortality rates have decreased, HIV has been eradicated, and malaria fatalities have been cut in half. (UNDP, 2022) However, The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic threatens SDG 3's goal of healthy lifestyles and wellbeing for everyone. As the virus spread, over 70 nations halted health services, including child immunisation, family planning, and cancer screening. (The Lancet Public Health, 2020)

Goal 4 (Quality Education)

The fourth United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 4) on "Quality Education" aims to investigate the complexities of improving educational quality throughout the globe, implying the necessity for many parties to work closely together (Boeren, 2016). For SDG 4, the UN has established 10 targets and 11 indicators. The ten global targets are as follows (Boeren, 2019) (United Nations, 2017) (Ritchie et al., 2018) (UNDP, 2022):
1. Free education at the Primary and Secondary Levels: Countries are determined to guarantee that all children finish free, equitable, good primary and secondary education, resulting in relevant and efficient learning by 2030.
2. Equal access to high-quality preschool education.
3. Affordable technical, vocational, and higher education by 2030.
4. Increasing the number of persons with appropriate financial success abilities: Improve the number of young people and adults with necessary skills, including vocational and technical skills.
5. Remove discrimination in the education sector.
6. Literacy and numeracy for everyone.
7. Global citizenship and sustainable development education: By 2030, ensure all students have the knowledge and skills to promote sustainable development through education and training, sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promoting a culture of peace and nonviolence, global citizenship, and cultural diversity acknowledgement and its role in sustainable development. 
8. Construct and improve inclusive and safe schools: Build and enhance child-, disability, and gender-sensitive schools that are safe, nonviolent, inclusive, and effective.
9. Increase scholarships in developing countries: For higher education, including vocational training and IT, engineering, and scientific programmes, by 2020, increase the number of scholarships available to developing countries.
10. Increase the number of skilled teachers available in developing nations: By 2030, expand the supply of trained teachers, mainly via international training in developing nations.[image: A picture containing timeline
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Since 2000, tremendous progress has been made towards universal primary education. In 2015, the enrolment rate in developing areas reached 91%, and the number of children globally who are not in school has decreased by nearly half. (UNDP, 2022) Since SDGs were introduced, primary school enrollment has increased by just 1%. (Roser, 2021) due to challenges like COVID-19, insufficient funding, and inconsistent monitoring and evaluation. (Turhan, Dilcen and Dolu, 2021) (Executive, 2020)

Goal 17: PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOALS
Goal 17 encourages collaboration between governmental, commercial, and third sector organisations, regardless of origin or size, to accomplish sustainable development, especially in developing countries. It's crucial for the ongoing development of these relationships and understanding their function. The COVID-19 pandemic, on top of climate change, reminds us of the continual and rising requirement for fair international collaborations. With excellent governance, global, local, and regional partnerships may help overcome these shortfalls (Leal Filho et al., 2022). There are 19 targets assigned to this goal (UNDP, 2022):
1. Utilise available funds to enhance domestic revenue collection: Improve tax and revenue collection through increasing domestic resource mobilisation, primarily via foreign aid to underdeveloped nations.
2. Execute all development assistance promises: Developed nations should fulfil their commitments, including providing 0.7% of gross national income to developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 % to least developed nations. 
3. Make financial resources available to underdeveloped nations.
4. Help developing countries achieve debt sustainability.
5. Invest in underdeveloped nations.
6. Cooperation and knowledge exchange for access to science, technology, and innovation.
7. Encourage the development of sustainable technology.
8. Increase the ability of least-developed nations in science, technology, and innovation.
9. Increased SDG capacity in underdeveloped nations: Increase international support for effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to help national plans reach the Sustainable Development Goals.
10. Promote a global commercial system following the WTO: Endorse a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory, and equitable WTO multilateral trading system, including by completing Doha Development Agenda negotiations.
11. Enhance the exports of underdeveloped countries.
12. Remove trade restrictions for developing nations.
13. Improve the stability of the global economy: Improve global macroeconomic stability through coordinating and cohering policies.
14. Improve sustainable development policy coherence
15. Respect national leadership to implement SDGs
16. Increase global collaboration for sustainable development.
17. Promote and encourage effective collaborations.
18. Improve the availability of accurate information: By 2020, increase capacity-building support for developing countries, including LDCs and SIDS, to increase the availability of high-quality, timely, and reliable data disaggregated by earning, sex, age, race, ethnic background, migratory status, disability, geographical region, and other national context-relevant characteristics.
11. Develop more progress indicators: Build on current attempts to produce sustainable development progress measures that complement GDP by 2030. Help developing countries build their statistical capabilities.[image: Diagram
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The difficulties in fulfilling SDG 17 are considerable, worsened by the SDG's all-encompassing nature and lack of defined duty and accountability (Persson, Weitz and Nilsson, 2016). Economics is one of the most fundamental issues. At the national policy level, economic development and stability often take priority over the pursuit of SDGs, adversely influencing private sector participation in SDG partnerships. (Leal Filho et al., 2020)
Introduction of London
[image: ]
London, the capital city of England and the United Kingdom, has a history dating back over 2000 years (GOV.UK, 2022). It is located on the Thames River in southeast England, at the head of a 50-mile (80-kilometre) estuary that leads to the North Sea, and has been a prominent settlement for thousands of years. (Museum of London, 2008) In 2019, the GDP of London was $503 billion, or over a fifth of the UK's GDP (Clark, 2022c). Modern London has the South East England climate, with moderate winters and pleasant summers. The average daily air temperature is 11 degrees Celsius, with 42 5.5 degrees Celsius in January and 18 degrees Celsius in July (Michael John Hebbert and Ehrlich, 2017). In 2020, roughly 4.49 million women and 4.51 million men were residing in London, for a total population of approximately 9 million (Clark, 2022b). London has the second-largest immigrant population after New York, with 2,998,264 foreign-born residents, according to the 2011 census. 69% of London-born children in 2015 had an immigrant parent. (Financial Times, 2016) In 2020, about 822 thousand persons aged 30 to 34 lived in London, United Kingdom, the largest of any age group. The four greatest age cohorts were all between the ages of 25 and 44, although older age groups dropped in numbers following the peak between 30 and 34 years. (Clark, 2022). From 2017 to 2019, London maintained the highest life expectancy projections for both men (80,9 years) and females (87.8 years) (84.7 years). (ONS, 2020)

UK initiatives and policies that aim to achieve the three SDGs
The United Kingdom is dedicated to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The most effective approach is to ensure that the Goals are integrated into each government department's scheduled activities. The divisional planning process is the most effective method for coordinating execution (GOV.UK, 2018).
The UK is doing its best on Goal 3, "Good Health and Wellbeing," Goal 4, "Quality Education," and Goal 17, "Partnerships to achieve the Goals". (The UK Government, 2022) (The UK Parliament, 2019).
Goal 3 ("Good Health and Wellbeing")
Laws and Legislations
· The 2022 Health and Care Act included new legal provisions to simplify health and care organisations to provide joined-up care for persons who depend on numerous services. (The UK Legislation, 1AD)
· The Care Act 2014 improves independence and wellbeing. It requires local governments to provide or arrange services that prevent or delay people needing care and support. (Care Act, 2014)
· The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 covers occupational health and safety in the UK(HSE, 2019).
Strategies: Listed below are some of the strategies the government supports to attain Sustainable Development Goal 3(GOV.UK, 2021) (Bond, 2022):
· Reduce violence, Crime and reoffending.
· Help businesses recover from Covid-19, enable a safe return to work, and accelerate vaccine research. Improve the transport network's safety, reliability, and inclusiveness as the nation recover from Covid-19.
· Decarbonize transportation to fight climate change and improve air quality.
· Improve employment possibilities for everybody, particularly underrepresented populations.
· The UK is committed to maternity, child, neonatal, and adolescent health through the Global Financing Facility for Every woman and Child.
· Improve the environment through cleaning the air and water, reducing waste, and fostering the growth of plants and terrestrial and marine creatures.
· Increase the sustainability, productivity, and resilience of the agricultural, fisheries, food and drink industries, and promote animal welfare.
· Improve care delivery through giving quality, sustainable care, enhancing infrastructure, and altering technology.
· Improve, safeguard, and level the public's health while reducing disparities.
· Eliminate rough sleeping by improving preventative and crisis intervention programmes and reducing homelessness by allowing local authorities to achieve their statutory commitments.

Goal 4 ("Quality Education")
Laws and Legislations

· The Education Act (2002) protects children against abuse and neglect. It outlines teachers' and others' child protection obligations. (Legislation UK, 2002)
· The Education Act of 1944 ensures free education for all children up to the secondary level. (UK Parliament, 2022)
· The Education Act 2011 The Education Act of 2011 will help teachers improve the quality of their lessons. It gives teachers new legal tools to help them stop bad behaviour, deal with low performance, and improve how schools are held accountable. (Legislation UK, 2011)
· The Higher Education and Research Act 2017  aimed to build a new higher education regulatory framework, boost competitiveness and student choice, and strengthen research. (Legislation UK, 2017)
· Statutory guidance outlines what schools and authorities need to do to adhere to the law. It applies to all institutions for teachers, governing bodies, owners, and management committees. It outlines the legal obligations they must undertake to preserve and promote the welfare of children and young people under 18 in schools and colleges. (Department for Education, 2021)
Some of the UK policies to meet goal 4 are as follows(GOV.UK, 2021):
· Raise education standards so children nationwide have the information, skills, and qualifications they deserve, supporting vulnerable children and youth via high-quality local authorities, so no one is left behind.
· Improve economic growth through increasing skills, productivity, and employment.
· Giving children the most impressive possible start in life by providing high-quality early education and childcare to enhance standards and assist parents in working.
· Increase community and national cohesion via large events and ceremonies, and eliminate participation inequality, especially among youth.
Goal 17 ("Partnerships to achieve the Goals")
The UK Government is steadfast in its commitment to achieving the goals at home and throughout the globe(Department of International Development, 2017). The United Kingdom's international regulatory cooperation (IRC) strategy identifies the government's actions to increase collaboration and to learn with international partners to improve domestic regulation, ensuring that it supports business and investment, is innovation-friendly, and is fit for the future while protecting consumers and the environment. (UK Government, 2022)
Here are some policies and strategies the UK follows to meet goal 17 (UK Government, 2022) (GOV.UK, 2021) (Bond, 2022):
· The UK is dedicated to fulfilling the UN objective of spending 0.7% of GDP on overseas development. The 0.7% objective was entrenched into UK legislation by Parliament in 2015.
· The Department for International Trade (DIT) will collaborate closely with the Department for International Development (DFID) to strengthen trade ties between the UK and developing countries. 
· The UK is an active and essential member of numerous international forums that will advance Agenda 2030. In 2018, the UK hosted the Malaria Summit, pledged £160m in fresh funding to battle malaria through, and pledged £1.1bn to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria in 2016.
· The UK will keep taxpayers' trust by treating them fairly and protecting society from damage.
· Extend and amplify the United Kingdom's global influence through a practical outcome for ASEAN dialogue partner status.

The City of London policies fulfilling the three SDGs (3, 4 and 17)
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Although the SDGs were created initially, attaining success by and for national governments, addressing them needs action at every level of society, according to the UN Localization Routemap. This encompasses cities and local governments, enterprises, the public sector, and communities, among others, and integrated local action on the SDGs has gained steam over the last several years. (UNDP, 2016) According to the UK Government, 65 per cent of the SDGs implementation depends on the local level. (HM Goverment, 2019) Therefore, London, the capital of the UK's biggest city, plays a huge role in meeting the SDGs.
Goal 3:
The following are some strategies have been applied to meet goal 3 in London (Public Health England, 2015) (Mayor of London, 2022) (City of London Corporation, 2017):
· London aspires to guarantee that all children are school-ready by age 5, reduce the number of obese children by 10 per cent by the end of Year 6, and reverse the trend among the overweight.
· Focusing on early intervention for pregnant women, families, and children under 5 and coordinating efforts.
· CCGs, public health, and local governments collaborate to improve health and care provider interfaces.
· Local authorities ensure local partners (such as entertainment, transport, and planning) collaborate to encourage physical exercise, mobility, and green areas.
· Utilising NHS Health Checks to assist people who are at risk to eat better and change other bad habits.
· Locally promoting the London Healthy Workplace Charter and helping employers meet Charter standards through effective management and support. These include corporate support for wellbeing, health and safety, attendance monitoring, alcohol abuse, eating healthy, physical exercise, obesity, mental health, and quitting smoking.
· London is determined to eliminate inequalities in the health and care sector.
· Improve employment results through promoting mental health and wellbeing in the workplace.

Goal 4
The following actions have been used in London to achieve objective 4 (Mayor of London, 2018) (City of London, 2019) (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021) (City of London, 2019b):
· Integrating skills and employment, satisfying business and employer demands, and supporting progression-focused learning.
· Focusing on assessment and best practices while quantifying adult education's social and economic effects.
· Promoting adult education institutions as Anchor Institutes in their localities and investing in physical and digital learning environments.
· Harness unique abilities to help Family of Schools students become imaginative, confident, and innovative.
· Equip academies with the same rich curriculum as independent schools to guarantee student access and development.
· Ensure students and their families are learning partners via good communication and feedback.
· Protect the rights of all children, no matter their age, regardless of gender, ethnicity, origin, or disability.
Goal 17
The sheer quantity and variety of collaborations in London across a wide range of SDG subjects defy straightforward analysis. Some are modest, addressing a single or hyper-local problem. Others include hundreds of partners and handle various overlapping concerns on a grander scale (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021). 
In London, the following activities were taken to attain goal 17 (London and Partners, 2018) (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021):
· Keeping foreign firms in London to ensure employment creation and development.
· Developing businesses in industries that will provide excellent employment in the future.
· Attracting foreign investors to engage in affordable housing and regeneration projects.

Evaluating London's progress toward reaching the three SDGs

Goal 3: In London, men's life expectancy dropped to 80.3 years in 2020 from 80.92 years the year before. For women, life expectancy dropped from 84.69 years to 84.3 years. Compared to 1991–1993, the life expectancy of men in London has gone up by seven years, and the life expectancy of women has gone up by five years (Statista, 2022). From 2015 to 2018, Londoners' healthy life expectancy increased, but there were significant differences. However, substantial differences between different areas indicate inequality (Trust for London, 2019). 
[image: Table

Description automatically generated]
London has the fifth year's lowest suicide rate of any part of England (7.0 deaths per 100,000). (ONS, 2021a) Since 2015, London's suicide rate and the number of people with HIV have decreased. The number of sexually transmitted diseases has increased significantly; 1,663 new STI diagnoses per 100,000 population (2019). However, alcohol addiction is still a significant health problem in London. (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021)
Goal 4: London's education scores are excellent at all key levels, as is students' progress between key stages. Over time, the number of children not in school, work, or training and adults without credentials has dropped; 4.8% of 16-18 years old still not enrolled in school, work, or activity. The number of adults with low (NVQ1) or no qualification has also dropped, now 13.9%. However, educational achievements continue to differ across boroughs, genders, ethnicities, and students eligible for free school meals. (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021)
Goal 17: It is not easy to measure and evaluate partnerships, as in London, partnerships are in many forms and sizes. (Ward and Hutton, 2021) Some collaborations are created around the SDGs, although most do not mention them directly. Model My City in Camden is a Cooperative that brings together stakeholders and residents to develop a sustainable borough utilising the SDGs (Camden Climate Change Alliance, 2019). Since partnerships are based on mutual benefit, there is no assurance they will emerge in areas where SDG problems are highest or multistakeholder action is most required. In some sectors, partnerships are unlikely to be established without a shift in context. It may be beneficial to examine gaps where new partnerships may do the most benefit and analyse formation impediments and how to remove them. (London Sustainable Development Commission, 2021)

Recommendations
To meet sustainability goals 3, 4 and 17 in London, the following steps can be recommended:
· London's boroughs should implement SDG concepts in Borough Plans and recovery plans to promote integrated decision-making on policies and investment.
· All levels of government, public organisations, corporations, and others should increase community engagement in local policy, investment and budget planning, significant projects, and public services.


Conclusion 
Modern cities play a crucial role in sustainable development. Sustainable smart cities, the dominant paradigm of urbanism today, are the most vital venue for sustainability transitions in an urbanising world. Although urbanisation has historically been linked with human development and progress, research has shown that metropolitan environments may also result in severe inequities, infirmity and health risks due to unplanned, unsustainable development and weak policies (Kuddus, Tynan and McBryde, 2020). The purpose of SDGs is meant to give us all a standard, cross-cutting way to discuss sustainability. London has a great chance to lead the world in making cities more resilient to the current difficulties we face in cities. The whole world will be very interested.
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