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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Social workers practising within children's safeguarding services in Wales are primarily guided by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Children Act 1989. Together, these pieces of legislation create the legal framework for safeguarding practice and place responsibilities on local authorities and partner agencies to protect children from abuse, neglect and harm. They support early intervention, assessment and multi-agency collaboration, whilst ensuring that the child's welfare remains central to decision-making.

A key provision within The SSWBA 2014 is Section 130, which places a duty on relevant partners to report concerns to the local authority where they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is at risk of abuse, neglect or other forms of harm. This supports a preventative approach by ensuring safeguarding concerns are identified and responded to at an early stage. Section 130 also defines a child at risk as a child who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support. This definition promotes early identification of concerns and timely intervention to reduce the likelihood of future harm (Munro, 2020).
The Children Act 1989 remains a significant piece of child protection legislation in Wales. The Act places duties on local authorities to safeguard and promote children's welfare and provides the legal framework for child protection investigations and interventions. Section 47 requires local authorities to make enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. This ensures that concerns are investigated thoroughly and appropriate action is taken to protect children.

Safeguarding practice is also influenced by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC 1989). The UNCRC establishes the rights of all children under the age of 18 and promotes a child-centred approach to practice. It emphasises that children should be listened to, involved in decisions affecting them and protected from harm. The Convention reinforces the principle that all decisions relating to children should be made in their best interests (UNCRC, 1989).


At a national level, safeguarding practice is supported by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, which provide guidance for practitioners working with children who may be at risk of abuse, neglect or harm. Although not legislation, the procedures provide a consistent framework for safeguarding practice across Wales and outline the roles and responsibilities of professionals involved in identifying, reporting and responding to safeguarding concerns. The procedures promote information sharing, risk assessment, professional accountability and multi-agency collaboration.
Locally, safeguarding practice is guided by the procedures of the CYSUR Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Children Board, which provides guidance on referral processes, information sharing and multi-agency responses to safeguarding concerns. These local procedures help a consist and effectively response when concerns about a child's welfare arise.

At an organisational level, practitioners are required to follow their employer's safeguarding policies and procedures, including guidance on recognising and reporting concerns, record keeping, information sharing and supervision arrangements. These policies support practitioners to work safely, consistently and in accordance with legislative requirements (Frost, Robinson and Anning, 2005).



Children's safeguarding practice in Wales is underpinned by legislation, national guidance, local procedures and organisational policies. Together, these frameworks promote early intervention, information sharing, multi-agency working and child-centred practice to ensure that children are protected from abuse, neglect and harm whilst promoting their welfare and wellbeing (Thompson, 2020). 


(Word count 561)







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work










400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Reflecting on the differences between safeguarding practice in children's and adult services, has highlighted  how decision-making is influenced by legislation, professional values and practice frameworks. Although both areas of practice ultimately aim to protect individuals from abuse, neglect and harm, there are significant differences in how safeguarding is approached (Adams, Dominelli and Payne, 2017).
In adult safeguarding, practitioners are required to respect an individual's right to make their own decisions, even where those decisions may appear unwise. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 underpins this approach by recognising that adults who have capacity are entitled to make their own decisions and may choose to decline support or intervention, even where professionals believe this places them at risk. This reflects the principles of self-determination and autonomy that are fundamental to adult social work practice (Payne, 2020). Furthermore, adults should be presumed to have capacity unless an assessment demonstrates otherwise (Brammer, 2020).
When working in children's safeguarding, professionals have a greater responsibility to intervene when concerns about significant harm are identified, regardless of whether the child or their parents agree with professional recommendations. This reflects the principle that a child's welfare must remain the paramount consideration (Horwath, 2021). Children are generally considered more vulnerable and may lack the maturity, understanding and life experience required to recognise or protect themselves from harm (Braye, Orr and Preston-Shoot, 2015).
Practitioners cannot assume that a child lacks the ability to make decisions simply because they are under the age of 16. Instead, they must consider the child's age, maturity and level of understanding to determine whether they are Gillick competent. However, even where a child is considered Gillick competent and able to make certain decisions independently, professionals may still need to intervene if there are concerns that the child  is at risk of, significant harm (Horwath, 2021). 
Another  difference is the threshold for  intervention. Within adult safeguarding, intervention will generally only occur when an individual meets the definition of an adult at risk. This means that the person is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect and has care and support needs that make them unable to protect themselves  (Braye, Orr and Preston-Shoot, 2015). In contrast, child protection services have a responsibility to intervene where there are concerns that a child is at risk of significant harm, regardless of whether the child has formally identified care and support needs (Masson et al., 2023).
Reflecting on these differences demonstrates the complexity of safeguarding practice. Whilst adult safeguarding is heavily influenced by principles of empowerment, choice and autonomy, children's safeguarding places a greater emphasis on protection, welfare and the prevention of significant harm. 
(Word count 436)
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