Replica Medieval eating knife
The medieval eating knife was an essential part of everyone’s medieval outfit as showing up without a knife was an awkward, if not outrageous predicament because one would be ill-prepared and would probably be left hungry and vulnerable.[footnoteRef:1] Until the 17th Century sharp, dagger-like knives were used to slice, tear and poke whatever was on your plate from soft cheese to tough meat.[footnoteRef:2] The other side of the eating knife was that it could be used as a weapon.  [1:  Perreault A. (2018), In Medieval Europe, No outfit was complete without the personnel eating knife, Atlas Obscura, URL: https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/medieval-knives accessed 13/12/2021]  [2:  Ibid ] 

The description on the plaque for the eating knife would be, Replica Medieval Eating Knife: The Medieval eating knife was a sharp knife used to slice tear, and poke whatever was on the plate it would also be used to prepare food.[footnoteRef:3] Furthermore, the eating knife was also a symbol of class as handles could be made out of a variety of materials such as glass, brass, and tortoiseshell.[footnoteRef:4] However, by the 17th century, there was a shift towards fewer sharp knives and forks.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  ibid]  [4:  ibid]  [5:  ibid] 

 Things you would probably exclude from the descriptor are the dimensions and description of the eating knife as the audience are able to see the object. The eating knife is about 17cm long with about 7.6cm steel blade. The blade is attached to a wooden handle which has slowly started to curve slightly to make it fit easily in the hand.  However, there is slight damage on this eating knife as a small chunk of wood at the bottom of the handle has gone missing, and that the tip of the knife has a small dent in it. Also, another thing you would probably not put in the descriptor is the dark side of the eating knife as it was a constant threat during dinner as at the time a significant source of hydration was wine and ale.[footnoteRef:6] Therefore, it was not uncommon for the particularly inebriated to accidentally puncture their mouths whilst trying to eat their food.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Jones T. (2013), The History of Knives, Spoons, and Forks, Gizmodo, URL: https://gizmodo.com/the-history-of-knives-forks-and-spoons-1440558371 accessed 13/12/2021]  [7:  ibid] 

 Its place within a display case setting would probably be with other eating knives to show how class was portrayed through the eating knife. My idea would be that this display case was attached to a wall and all the knives were attached to the back of the display to hold them in position and have a light at the top. This would mean you would have more room in the museum, it would probably have  The display case could depend on several factors inside of a museum such as harmonising the display case with the architecture of the museum, the audience of the museum, and the agenda at the time which is affected by government policies and museum initiatives.[footnoteRef:8] The audience of the display case would be adults and would probably have more detail on the purpose of eating a knife, for example, the display could also explain that by the 18th century there had been a shift from a sharp knife towards forks.[footnoteRef:9]  Evidence of this is that Louis XIV banned eating knives at the table and replaced them with wider blunter ones.[footnoteRef:10]   [8:  Paddon H. (2014), Redisplaying Museum Collections: Contemporary display and interpretation in British Museums, Taylor & Francis Group, page 49]  [9:  Perreault A. (2018), In Medieval Europe, No outfit was complete without the personnel eating knife, Atlas Obscura, URL: https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/medieval-knives accessed 13/12/2021]  [10:  Jones T. (2013), The History of Knives, Spoons, and Forks, Gizmodo, URL: https://gizmodo.com/the-history-of-knives-forks-and-spoons-1440558371 accessed 13/12/2021] 

Another way the eating knife could be displayed in a display case is by having a medieval cooking display case with other cooking utensils such as cooking pots, bowls, and wooden tankards. [footnoteRef:11]  The audience would be everyone including children as it would have brief details on the utensils and what they were used for. The setting of the display case would have a main display at the top and draws underneath so that children could pull open the draws and see what was underneath. The vocal point of the exhibition would be a Medieval cooking pot and in the draws would be other utensils such as bowls and eating knives with small descriptions next to them so it makes it easy for kids to read and understand.  [11:  By the Sword, URL: https://www.by-the-sword.com/c-199-medieval-reenactment-accessories.aspx accessed 13/12/2021] 

The detail that I could impart the personal meaning of my eating knife which is to be able to eat food at re-enactment shows and relive history. The value of my eating knife is very little because of the damage it has and I brought it for about £3 and did not come with a sheath. Other eating knives are usually priced at about £20.[footnoteRef:12] The emotional value of the eating knife is low however, its emotional value might grow to depend on how much time I spend working on it and if I take it to medieval re-enactment shows. However, the emotional value it brings is that you can see how medieval people would have eaten.   The social value at the time was huge as it was a way to show class and was pivotal that everyone had one. Furthermore, a knife shows pride and a personal item, evidence of this is that Wilson states, “you would no more eat with person’s knife than you would today brush your teeth with a stranger’s toothbrush.”[footnoteRef:13]  One way to show social value is that the initial carving and serving of the beast was seen to be so important it was given an office in court, known as the Cavership.[footnoteRef:14]  In Considering The Fork, Wilson includes an eerie 16th-century book excerpt detailing the somber terms of the English carver.[footnoteRef:15]  [12:  Celtic Webmeichant (2008), Url: https://www.celticwebmerchant.co.uk/reenactment/cooking/medieval-cutlery/ accessed 13/12/2021]  [13:  Wilson B. (2012), Consider the For a history of how we cook and eat, URL: https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Consider_the_Fork/Nsy6qyEkIM4C?hl=en&gbpv=1]  [14:  Perreault A. (2018), In Medieval Europe, No outfit was complete without the personnel eating knife, Atlas Obscura, URL: https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/medieval-knives accessed 13/12/2021]  [15:  Wilson B. (2012), Consider the For a history of how we cook and eat, URL: https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Consider_the_Fork/Nsy6qyEkIM4C?hl=en&gbpv=1 accessed 15/12/2021] 

To conclude, the replica  Medieval eating knife could be in an exhibit due to its historical context. AS discussed I had two ideas for the replica medieval eating knife to be in an exhibit both have positives and negatives and focus on different audiences. Also, my exhibitions are very conventionally laid out as with modern technology you can have online museums, or maybe the object could be a hologram.  So to summarise, the replica Medieval eating knife is good for an exhibition as it has historical value to me as it shows us the social history of medieval life and is a project for me to work on as well as having its connection to history and the shift of how humans have eaten in the past.  
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