My process of planning and writing my essay on outlining the class of the Mothax within Sparta and the perception of them from outside sources, namely Athens, was extremely helpful in spite of previous experience.

The block 2 modules definitely helped in terms of learning how to write an academic essay with a particular way of referencing, which is something that previously I had no knowledge of and had only my own personal way of doing at A-Level. Both modules in this block made the effort to help us understand how to write an essay with specific structure, like how much space to leave before starting a paragraph. My topic had very little documentation with no works strictly on the Mothax, so this block was really tough since I had to find primary and secondary sources all on my own without common sources to work off of.

For how effective it was, it took a lot of practice since I hadn’t used a referencing style before and had to experiment with what I felt looked best and that I was confident in executing, of which was Harvard. Along with this, I had my first experience in seeing what an essay on my specialisation would look like in my future academic work.

My essay planning only lacked when it came to the amount of time designated, and the word count, but it helped that each assignment specified what part we were to look at  (i.e.; Title and Bibliography was one of the firsts, with a word count of 300-400) which is something I may use as a strategy in future essays. I still struggle with time designation as I spend more time than average (on average a paragraph should take 5-10 minutes) since I prefer to have my paragraphs edited and worded correctly before moving on.

In future essays, I now have another strategy of breaking up the essay into different parts each day to help me designate time properly, and a taste of referencing I can use to improve my academic writing skills to make my work read and look more coherent. 
