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     Good afternoon, my name is Jordyn Ferber, this presentation I am presenting today will be discussing and evaluating the scrapbook I made on how sustainability effects the environment and how my chosen environment supports or does not support sustainability within the environment and how I could have improved on this. The aim of this presentation is to effectively explain how I believe my chosen environment supports sustainability and how. I chose my caravan site in Devon Cliffs, I chose this because our caravan backs onto a large forest, meaning we have a lot of wildlife coming through, such as, wild bunnies every day, many different types of birds, and many different bugs. I chose this site because I believe it offers so many opportunities to explore nature and to support a natural environment, it closes off paths so that the nature can be preserved and wildlife not disturbed. It is a big site with many different views, such as, the forestry around, the beach and the area around my caravan. This caravan site is near Exmouth in Devon and is known for its beach and wildlife preserves, even when you walk near Exmouth beach there are so many little wildlife gardens when you walk through the town to encourage wildlife to have access to these. It is based on a caravan site called Devon Cliffs but there are many different places around. We try to use public transport when we are there to save money on using our fuel, we tend to catch the open top bus to look at all the views as we go into the Exmouth town. It is a beautiful site that promotes sustainability. 
       Throughout creating the scrapbook, I investigated our site to see how it supported sustainability and found that the site tries to provide as much sustainability as possible, my son and I took part in a workshop they provided to build a bug hotel, we then put this bug hotel by our caravan to encourage bugs to use the hotel, we made this from bamboo sticks, straw and moss. My son enjoyed taking part in this with me and it helped him to understand what bugs could benefit from this and the benefit of looking after bugs in our environment. I enjoy getting my children involved with activities that support the environment as I want my children to be conscientious individuals who are aware of their environment and want to help contribute to the environment. We regularly have wild bunnies come near the caravan and my children enjoy going onto the decking to look at them and enjoy seeing them bounce about and come out of their burrows at the beginning of the forest. We sometimes leave little bits of chopped carrot on small plates for them to be able to access, and we also leave little bowls of water, the rabbits enjoy this and will indulge with what we have left out. Looking at the rabbits with my children reminds me of my childhood as I would regularly go camping with my parents and we would always see little frogs around by our tent, this experience with my children takes me back to those days when I was younger and I hope that my children enjoy the experience of seeing these like I do. 
Children in Nature Network (2025) state that spending time outdoors with nature helps children to become healthier, happier and smarter individuals and to become more aware of their surroundings and more likely to look after their environment and encourage their friends and peers to also. Working in a curiosity approach setting has also helped me to encourage my children to use natural resources and I believe since being more involved and aware how to help the environment myself that my children are now more aware and will even remind me of certain things. During my scrapbook I found out about how certain resources can be provided to support wildlife and the environment, the site I chose had multiple bins and multiple resources to support wildlife and developing the environment, they also provided activities with park rangers to give children knowledge and make resources, such as, building bug hotels, doing bug hunts, nature walks and shows about wildlife. 
      Cambridge Dictionary (2025) states that sustainability is the quality of being able to continue over a period. Sustainability is recognised and used within most early years settings as it allows children to learn about the environment and gain a respect for the environment from an early age so that they can carry this throughout their lives.  The Curiosity Approach is now used within multiple settings throughout Wales and England and focuses on supporting sustainability throughout their settings. The Curiosity Approach (2026) state that this method is an modern day education method which provides children with the opportunity to have active, real hands-on learning and being able to use their critical thinking skills daily. 
    The United Nations (2015) state that children’s active participation in creating sustainable futures ensures that children are aware of their environment and are more likely to live a happy and healthy life whilst happily contributing to the development of the environment. 
     Early years settings have a strong impact on their learning and development from a young age so providing a sustainable environment and teaching children about sustainability will help the child to shape into a child who has a positive attitude towards the environment, positive behaviours and a child who will feel a sense of belonging in the environment they are helping to develop. 
     The Department for Education (2024) state that all children should have the opportunity to have access to the natural world and that their learning and development should be observed through observation in their play, for example, activities such as gardening or looking after animals are both good examples to provide children with the knowledge of becoming sustainable individuals. 
   However, there are many challenges of providing sustainability within settings, such as, practitioners not being aware themselves and not able to have the training or understanding to provide these experiences to children. This can be an issue due to staffing or funding within settings, they may not have the funding to be able to afford to put staff through the necessary training or have the staffing available to let staff go for training. 
     By providing children with a play based learning experience is the most effective way to provide an education that focuses on sustainability, this links to Vygotsky as his sociocultural theory was showing that children who learn through their social interactions and the experiences they share with others are likely to thrive and develop appropriately. This links to settings as if practitioners were to model sustainable behaviours and provide experiences and activities which supported this then children would have these experiences throughout their education lives. Similar to this Bronfenbrenners theory suggested that children’s development is most at peak when they are able to access different environments and experiences, parents and communities are a vital part to being part of this experience as some settings are limited as to how far they may be able to take children, therefore, it is important to work with the families and communities surrounding to be able to provide sustainable experiences for the children. 
     The well-being of future generations Act (2015) state that the act was brought into place to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. They also state that the act will help to improve Wales and make it more beneficial for the future. They state that their goals for well-being are to provide a prosperous Wales, a resilient Wales, a healthier Wales, a more equal Wales, a Wales of cohesive communities, a Wales with thriving Welsh language and a globally responsible Wales.  
     The Early childhood education for sustainability (2023) state that this approach allows children to be able to develop the skills and values they will need in life to contribute to a sustainable future throughout their lives. Therefore, activities like I took part in with my son, such as, building bug hotels and visiting different nature gardens are positive and hands on experiences that are beneficial to a child’s development, my son was able to learn about the different bugs, the importance of keeping bugs alive and giving them places to stay that are safe. However, this can also be critiqued on whether it actually gives children knowledge of being sustainable or whether it just exposes children to the joys of nature. 
     Building bug hotels provides children with lots of new experiences through active participation, this is providing knowledge of cycle of life of bugs and insects, habitats and relationships of insects. Building bug hotels allows children to support sustainable environments and encourages children to learn about food chains and the importance to the environment that bug hotels have. It allows children to learn that insects are not disgusting things but are natural living creatures, this allows children to learn a sense of empathy and respect for all living things. Sobel (1996) stated that his concept of education was place based and that it depended where the child was in their learning experience of the meaningfulness they would experience during this learning and that it depends on a child’s surroundings. 
     By being able to construct bug hotels with an appropriate adult it allows children opportunities, these opportunities are the chance to be able to ask questions that they may be curious about, investigating what materials may be needed and why these would be beneficial, it also teaches children about recording their findings and they can look at how the bug hotel changes over time and what they feel is working and what they feel is not beneficial, for example, the bamboo sticks may be working well but the straw not. This therefore also supports Piaget’s theory as he believed that children learn best through their experiences with the physical environment, therefore instead of just learning about insects it allows children to actively be involved and understand how they work. 
     By building bug hotels it allows children to develop important skills, such as, problem solving, critical thinking, social skills, fine motor skills and communication skills. All these skills are vital in a child’s learning and development and help children develop into ambitious learners. 
     However, there are also negatives to building bug hotels that practitioners need to critically analyse their plans to ensure that children are not disturbing natural environments of animals, in this instance, my son and I did not disrupt any natural environments but if this was going to affect a natural habitat then it is important practitioners avoid this at all times. If practitioners are not fully aware of what bugs would like to use in a bug hotel, then it could be possible that the wrong materials may be used in the bug hotel, therefore, it would not make it beneficial as it is not providing the experience for bugs that is needed. It is also important that if practitioners were to make bug hotels that there are constant on-going observations of the hotel to see what is working, as sustainability is an on-going thing and not just a one-time activity.
       Visiting nature gardens with my children is a good way to provide my children with positive hands-on experiences and allows them to engage directly with the environment and natural resources. By taking my children here it is helping them to learn about sustainability by actually viewing the environment and living creatures that may be there rather than just telling them about it. By having regular interactions with natural environments it allows children to become aware of their surroundings and how they can look after the environment around them, being outside benefits a child’s mental health so by regular visits outside the child can become a happier and more calm version of themselves. 
    By playing in nature it allows children the opportunity of free play also, this helps to develop creativity, resilience, problem solving and curiosity in children. These are important skills that will help children to build their characters and to become individuals aware of their environment and surroundings. This helps to support policies that nature and being outside is beneficial to the development of the child. By visiting natural nature it allows for children to learn about plants and the different ways and speeds in which they grow. It also allows for children to learn about the different seasons and be aware of when they will see flowers blooming and when there will be no flowers. 
     By adults and practitioners allowing children to go out and be part of the world it allows for children to learn to respect their environment, animals and resources around, it also helps them to learn to care for real and living things and recognising many different resources which can help them to develop the environment around them and help them to be substantial. The education for sustainable development promotes systematic thinking, collaboration, critical thinking, participation and future thinking, all these skills are able to be learnt when a child is out and exploring. By being outside it allows children to understand how humans can benefit to environmental health and what they can do to positively contribute to the environment. 
      Practitioners can use their role to play a vital part in creating sustainable environment within their setting, this can be by creating daily sustainable activities into daily activities following the curriculum. It is important that practitioners model sustainability throughout their days and experiences for the children. Children are more likely to model and copy their role model behaviour so by modelling sustainable behaviours children are likely to copy this and take them further into their lives and skills. Practitioners can do this by encouraging children to turn off taps when they are not being used within settings, they can even do fun activities, such as, collecting rain water to use to water the flowers in the garden, this teaches children about using resources available to them and how they can benefit the environment. They can encourage children to turn off switches and lights when they are not in use and explain to children that this helps to reduce energy and help to save money and protect the environment. Practitioners can also encourage the reduce, reuse, recycle scheme within their schools and encourage children and families to take part in reusing clothes that are too small for the setting to use. By encouraging the reduce, reuse, recycle them it encourages children to effectively learn how to recycle, this can be done by encouraging children to dispose of their food from snacks in the food bin and other rubbish in recycling bins. 
     It is important that practitioners are aware of how to use these modelling behaviour, for example, whilst activities like recycling, gardening and building bug hotels are beneficial to a child’s learning and the environment, sustainable learning should be an open experience and the experiences children receive should not be isolating activities that they only do once, being sustainable is an ongoing activity and children should learn how things change over a period of time. Practitioners should be able to actively get children to participate in sustainable activities rather than just teaching about them it is important that children are always able to be active in these experiences. `
      To conclude building bug hotels helps children to use all their skills needed to develop and helps children interact with soil, insects and plants, whilst nature gardens similarly help to encourage and support children to connect with the environment and support environmental health. Whilst these are both good ways in which to develop a child’s knowledge of the environment, it is known that not all nature experiences will be able to provide sustainable behaviours and therefore it is the practitioners responsibility to be able to provide the children with these opportunities. It is also concluded that in order for children to have a sustainable education children need to be challenged to have critical thinking when exploring the outdoors rather than just being taken outdoors to appreciate the views. Within settings practitioners also need to be aware of the surroundings they have effectively as settings that are in an area with no outdoor provisions can be difficult to provide these opportunities to children. 
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