Connected Worlds: Assignment 1		Danielle Alexander
Object Analysis

Within the barely-excavated site of el-Moghraqa, an important mid-second millennium BC site that worked as a socio-economic stepping stone within the 'Way of Horus' between Egypt and Palestine, a collection of mysterious damaged cones were unearthed. They can be dated to the reign of Thutmose III and his co-regency with Hatshepsut (c.1473-1458 BCE) due to royal cartouches stamped into the clay (Steel et al., 2002, Steel 2016: 5). Overall, the damaged artefacts were made out of a red/yellow terracotta, with hieroglyphs stamped on the side and base before firing (Steel, 2016:5). 
It has been assumed that these cones represent an introduction of Egyptian elite practices into the region. This is due to the nature of Egyptian funerary cones, mainly situated within Theban aristocratic tombs, and could be linked to Egyptians attempting to maintain their identity within non-Egyptian regions. (Steel 2016:5) Another assumption suggests that these cones were products of hybridization, used by those with little ‘cultural competence to fully understand their signification and function’ (Steel 2016:6) yet who wished to immerse themselves in neighbouring cultures. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]D.Ryan notes that the vast morphology of Egyptian funerary cones can cause confusion. He asks: can they all be categorized as funerary cones or are they simply similar?  (Ryan, 2012) In the context of hybridization, or even creolization, lack of clarity persists. Hybridization of material culture marks a turning point in cultural adaptation, as one region takes on attributes of another, stronger power, whereas creolization sees a mostly mutual assimilation of ideas. Hybridization within this area is likely not new; as the region is said to experience ‘intense cultural contact’ (Steel, 2016:1) with evidence of Egyptian and Levantine communications dating to the late Predynastic/Levant Chalcolithic. The nearby settlement of contemporary 'Ajjul  is littered with evidence of extreme wealth due to being involved in complex trade routes that included the Levant, Egypt, Cyprus and the Aegean (Steel 2016:3). Steel consequently offers a proposed use; that the cones were originally located within Ajjul, designed for Canaanite eyes, that they linked buildings, thus people, to the royal family in Egypt, in an attempt to ‘acquire prestige and standing’ (Steel, 2016:6). Other context suggestions include a rubbish tip or mass burials (Steel et al., 2004), or it may have been a memorial or even a tourist site that merged Egyptian material culture with the local culture to create a hybridized object. 
Materiality is understanding the complex relationship and biography of an object. It is believed that understanding materiality conveys understanding of cultural independence, unity, assimilation, and appropriation (Knappett n.d). The re-creation of an object may be useful as an aid to this type of analysis. However, it removes the object’s story and its 'essence'.  Its creation 'myth', was immensely different to the one re-created in a classroom workshop and my reason for recreation differed enormously from that of the ancient creators. Without further research, the story of these cones remains mysterious.
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