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[bookmark: _Toc102405065]Introduction 
The Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on the students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus 

The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a technological platform that helps to conduct online studies. Learning digitally is an advanced use of technology. It helps to deliver study objectives. Using a mobile application and website students can engage in their studies. Moodle is one of the best platforms for online learning, helping the student of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD) in their distance-learning programme.

Furthermore, VLE is an online programme that helps in conducting the study. Lots of universities including UWTSD and school has made this technology a part of their learning process. It replaces manual classroom learning with the online learning method. It is a platform where teachers and students can interact with each other, engage in a deep learning process as well as share their respective course materials. It conducts a live class virtually where the mentor can directly interact with participants. This report helps to understand the complexity and benefits of the VLE. It helps to understand the opinion of the student about the virtual method of learning, its complexities and its benefits. The research also helps to understand the demand for virtual learning mediums in the students of universities. It helps to educate people of all ages. It influences the learner’s life psychologically, socially and physically as well. The education system has improved with the advancement of digitalization. It makes the education process easy for both the learners and the teachers. As the use of classrooms reduces due to the virtual Learning process, it helps the participants to interact and participate at their convenience. It helps the students who are geographically distant from the university.
[bookmark: _Toc101616655][bookmark: _Toc102405066]Literature Review 
The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a technological platform that plays a great role in the digital learning process. It helps in learning face-to-face and interacting virtually (Gunasinghe et al., 2018). The VLE is a medium where students and teachers can share their respective views and materials. Moreover, it is a digital classroom where all the students can participate but could not experience any physical contact (Waheed et al., 2020) The concept of VLE is very comprehensive in nature, difficult to understand the different dimensions of the communication, interaction and discussions among the students as well as between the teacher and students.
The VLE needs some computerised tools and techniques to conduct a virtual learning programme, some of them are System of Learning Management, System of Course Management, System of Learning Content Management, System of Learning Support and Learning Platform (Hamid et al., 2016). The Virtual Learning Environment has been introduced in different names to society as E-Learning, distance-Learning, Online-Learning and learning web-based. The experience of the students gets changed after the Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment (MOODLE), changed their attitude, thinking patterns, behaviour and mentality permanently (Hellebrekers et al., 2019). This change has been caused because of the different ways of getting knowledge, instructions and supervision (Al-Azawei and Al-Masoudy, 2020). 
The concept of VLE integrates a blended learning process. In this blended learning students and teachers are engaged in face-to-face interaction as well as virtual, it is a combination of the traditional way of teaching and the advanced technological way of teaching (Wong et al., 2019). This blended learning process improves the learning system, as a mix of two patterns has been followed. The use of audio, videographies, images and animation make the learning more exciting for the students. Monitoring the assignments through Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment (MOODLE) becomes easier for the teacher. They can guide and correct whenever the students need it (Bashab et al., 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc102405067]Primary Research 
[bookmark: _Toc102405068]Methodology - Introduction
In this start, the research methodology of this research process will be briefly discussed. This methodology part of this study includes various aspects of a research process that include research philosophy, research approach, research design, research strategy, data collection method, data collection tool, sampling and ethical consideration of this particular research.   
[bookmark: _Toc102405069]Research Philosophy
In this particular study, the research philosophy of positivism is taken to effectively complete the research. According to the study by Ryan (2018), positivism research philosophy refers to the factual knowledge that is gained through the proper observation of the overall process. In this research philosophy, the researchers complete the research by collecting data and interpreting it in an objective way. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405070]Research Approach
In order to conduct this particular research, the deductive research approach will be taken. According to the study by Woiceshyn and Daellenbach (2018), the deductive research approach is the process of developing a hypothesis on the basis of existing theory regarding the research topic and designing the research strategy accordingly. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405071]Research Design
Research design is another important part of conducting research (Akhtar, 2016). In this particular research, the descriptive research design will be applied. Descriptive research design focuses on obtaining information systematically to describe a situation. It helps in answering the important research questions. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405072]Research Strategy
Research strategy is one of the most important aspects of conducting research effectively.  A research strategy can be described as the step-by-step plan on how a particular research process can be conducted effectively. In this particular study, the quantitative research strategy of the survey will be applied. By applying this particular research strategy, the opinion of a large number of participants can be gathered. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405073]Data Collection Method
In order to conduct this particular research, the primary data collection method will be applied. As the study by Heap and Waters (2019) suggests, the primary data collection method is one of the effective ways to conduct research successfully. In this study, the primary data collection method of the survey will be applied. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405074]Data Collection Tool
The data collection tool that will be applied is a quantitative data collection tool. A questionnaire of six questions related to the research topic will be prepared and the participants will be asked to answer the questions. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405075]Sampling and Population Size
In order to conduct this particular study, the students of the University of Wales will be taken. A total of 25 participants of different genders and different age groups will be taken to conduct this particular research. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405076]Ethical Consideration
While conducting this research all the laws and legislations regarding data protection will be properly maintained. 
[bookmark: _Toc102405077]Results 
	1. What is your gender?

	a. Male
	10

	b. Female
	10

	c. Do not want to specify
	5



[image: ]
The first question in the survey questionnaire was about the gender specification of the students. From the survey it is found that among 25 survey participants 10 of them were male, 10 of them were female and the rest of them did not want to specify their gender. 

	2. What is your age?

	a. 18-21
	15

	b. 22-25
	6

	c. 26-30       	
	4
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The second question in the survey questionnaire was about the age group of the students. It was found that most of the participants are within the age group of 18 to 21. Some of them are between 22 to 25 and the rest of them belong to the age group of 26 to 30. 

	3. Do you like the changes that took place during the implementation of VLE Moodle in the University?

	a. Yes
	15

	b. No
	5

	c. Not Sure
	5
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The third question was about if the students are fond of the changes that took place during the implementation of Moodle. It is evident from the survey that most of the participants liked the changes regarding the Moodle implementation. 

	4. What do you like to suggest for the betterment of Moodle?

	a. Better technology to switch the educational system
	10

	b. Better skill development for the faculties to teach in the Moodle
	10

	c. efficient management of the database to make the operations easy
	5
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The next survey question asked suggestions from the participants about the betterment of Moodle. The responses are mixed in this context. The participants equally suggested better technology and better skill development of the faculties.

	5. Do you like the old process better or the new one?

	a. old
	5

	b. New
	18

	c. Not sure
	2
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Here the participants are asked about which system they like better. Most of them chose the new one as the better process.

	6. Do you think this can be further implemented for regular use in the university?

	a. Yes
	18

	b. No
	5

	c. Not sure
	2
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Finally, the participants are asked if they think that Moodle can be implemented in the regular educational process at the University. Most of the answers were positive which means most of the students want the Moodle process on a regular basis. 

From the survey, it was found that most of the students at the University of Wales are liking the changes that are brought by the Moodle implementation in the educational process. From the responses to question 3 and question 5 it is evident that the implementation of this advanced technology has gained huge popularity as most of the students are liking the new process better than the old one. Additionally, this process has a great opportunity to become a regular process as most of the students are happy with it being a regular process. Therefore, it is clear from this survey that the new generation of students is largely attracted to the implementation of advanced technology in the education process.  Therefore, the university can implement Moodle as a regular process to attract more students to the university and give them a better learning experience. However, in order to do so, the university needs to bring some technological changes to make the process even better. Additionally, the faculties should also be trained properly so that they can effectively use the technology to give the students a better learning experience. Therefore, it is evident from this survey that most of the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are fond of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE).

[bookmark: _Toc101616656][bookmark: _Toc102405078]Limitations of the study 
Learning is the key objective to achieving success. But, it is very unfortunate that some find it difficult to face any challenges in the process. As the Virtual Learning Environment make the learning process convenient and flexible, it also has some drawbacks that create obstacles in the learning process. Some of the students find it difficult to access learning, as it is affordable for them. It also influences the disciplines in academic life. The major obstacles to this process id the technical issues that take place suddenly in the meantime. Online learning needs adequate screen time, this can cause physical issues for the student.
[bookmark: _Toc101616657][bookmark: _Toc102405079]Recommendation 
The development of technological platforms brings immense opportunities and benefits to the education industry and student life. The skills related to the virtual learning programme are very important to perform better in the study s well as get knowledge about technology and its use. Thus, the Virtual Learning Environment is recommended for the students. It will help the students in the further future. The skills related to knowledge and understanding of technology and E-learning help to grow a better understanding of learning and achieving goals in the Virtual Learning Environment. Practising the tools and techniques help to reduce the obstacles in the study method. 
[bookmark: _Toc101616658][bookmark: _Toc102405080]Conclusion 
It can be concluded, that the Virtual Learning Environment is a very effective way of learning. It introduces new dimensions to digital media. The geographical barrier can be overcome with the help of digital learning technology. It improved the quality of education as well as the knowledge of technology. Some complexities have been observed in the study, students are trying to get familiar with the tools and techniques of the Virtual Learning Environment. Teachers are also facing some issues related to the malfunction of the technology. In the era of digitalization, this online-learning method helps the participants to learn about the techniques and utilizations. This further changes the behaviour of the students and influences them physically, mentally and socially. The study helps to understand the gaps as well as the benefits of using the Virtual Learning Environment. The study explains the concept of Virtual Learning environments and their utilisation in the university. The facilities of the VLE should be incorporated into the academic life of the students, it impacts the learning pattern of t students virtually. Though they have faced some obstacles during the use of VLE for the lack of knowledge and skills. But, the other participants help to understand the method of the new one.
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