


Introduction 
There has recently been a changing in the meaning of domestic abuse, the domestic abuse bill 2020 has provided a new definition which states that, the legal range of methods used to control the offender’s behaviour and provide effective protection for the victim is simply put beyond traditional criminal responses normally associated with the relations being violence or abuse (Lowe et al, 2021). Furthermore, domestic abuse can be defined as an incident or pattern of an event which displays, controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour. Commonly shown in cases to do with the partner or an ex-partner, or it can appear within a family member or carer (Women’s aid, 2021). The concept of understanding a crime such as sexual abuse is defined upon the historical and educational context. There is a breakdown in the definition which states, any sexual act which is attempted to obtain a sexual act on someone who displays unwanted sexual comments or advances or attempts to traffic or otherwise directed against a person’s sexuality using coercion, regardless of the relationship to the victim (Kewley, 2020). Sexual assault is a termed used when an individual has not provided their consent or is forced against their will. It is a form of sexual violence, for example rape, assault involving penetration, or sexual offences, for example kissing, grouping, it could even be an act which doesn’t involve a physical act such as cat calling, emotional abuse, nevertheless, all these acts are a crime (NHS, 2021). In addition to this abuse there needs to be support for the victims who are affected, inevitably having the support of the police and criminal justice system will allow individuals to share their concerns and report this incident. However not many individuals report their abuse as they are to frighten or have a fear of not being taken seriously by the police department. There needs to be a level of support from the police to ensure that the victims of abuse can share their story and know that something is going to be done about it. The level of such crime needs be taken seriously and needs all their attention to support the victim, in order for them to bring justice to the victim. In additions they need to show the correct support and response from police department in order to reassure the victims their case will be investigate (Hawkins, & Laxton, 2015). Besides the support from the police there is further support out there for the victims such as different charity organisations who work alongside the criminal justice system. Charities work with the victim to help them recover and cope with the abuse they have been through, they show a sense of support and guidance, so the victims feel safe and that they have someone to talk to and know they will be listened to without any judgment (Victim support, 2020).


Main body 
[bookmark: _Hlk85987012]Victimology is a way of understanding a victim, including the offender and society. Victimology states that for every criminal act there is at least one victim to come out of it. The study of the victim of crime shows the psychological trauma from the effect of their experience (Burgess, 2017). Sexual and domestic abuse victim shows the effects of victimology as they have been abused by a criminal act which results in them becoming a victim. Furthermore, from abuse it can lead the victim with psychological trauma from their experience leaving them in a vulnerable state (Walklate, 2018). It would appear that victims of abuse may be in a vulnerable situation such as loneliness, finance or work issues or their living conditions, there is also physical/ mental disability which can result in an individual being vulnerable, all these factors make an individual vulnerable which could increase the chances of becoming a victim, as they are seen to be easy to manipulate. Some victims believe the individual is not doing anything wrong, therefore they don’t see any issues with how they are being treated and wouldn’t think to reach out for help until it’s too late (Hofreiter, 2018). Through the lens of Hans von Hentig case study, he recognized the importance of what factors underline why certain individuals are victims. He believed that individuals can be victims based on their characteristics, he argued there could be 13 categories based on victimization, some of these being female, and being young. Theses can play a role in victims of sexual and domestic abuse, as they could be seen as weak individuals and easier to take advantage of them which permanently puts them under the vulnerable categories just because of their characteristics. Being seen as a female or just because of their ages shouldn’t determine if they are vulnerable or not everyone should have the rights to be treated fairly and not to be seen vulnerable because of their characteristics (Sage, 2018). 
Throughout the years police have learnt to adapt to domestic and sexual abuse calls and learnt how to respond to them quickly and effectively. Therefore, there has been more intense training in order to be better equipped with identifying someone who is in a vulnerable situation and how to respond to their needs. However, there is still some departments struggling to pick up on when someone has been experiencing abuse for a long period of time. It is essential for the department to be able to identify patterns of abuse and when an individual is in a vulnerable situation in order to prevent the act from becoming a much more serious crime (HMICFRS, 2019). In addition to the police training there is also guidelines in place to identify and respond to vulnerable related risks. The extent of having these guidelines allows officers and other staff to spot the clues associated with vulnerable individuals and overall, it will help the responders who need to deliver an appropriate policing response and to allow them to identify someone who is unable to protect themselves and is in a vulnerable situation, who is too scared to speak up about the abuse they have received or going through (College of policing, 2020).
When dealing with a domestic or sexual abuse calls the police officer who is arriving on scene first needs to be able to obtain the full picture in order to deal with it correctly. Additionally, being called out to an abusive situation doesn’t always mean that this is the first incident, there may have been past abuse which has never been reported. Therefore, the officer arriving first needs to be aware and vigilant to past abuse, which can potentially lead to evidence of previous abusive behaviour which may be valuable in providing evidence at court, in addition lessons can be learnt of having a key understanding of the risks which possibly could have been made towards the victim (College of policing, 2016). Not only do they have the support from the police and criminal justice system but now have, victim code, which has been put into place to make it easier and more comfortable for victim of abuse to come forward. For instance, the nature of the victim code allows victims of sexual abuse to choose the sex of the police officer who would be interviewing them, this will allow them to be more comfortable in the situation as it can be easier explaining their abuse to the same sex officer. As well as, they will have clear advice on when they can have their evidence pre-recorded ahead of their trail, this allows them to not have to stress over the fact of seeing their attacker and can focus on giving their evidence without having to relive the ordeal they have been through, significantly they won’t have the trauma of being cross examined in front of a packet courtroom, which usually adds more stress due to the amount of people watching them (Gov.uk, 2021). Police responding to victims of abuse needs to be taken seriously and acted on quickly in order for them to obtain as much evidence as they can, or before the victim changes their mind in reporting their crime due to how vulnerable they can be or being influenced by their abuser which in time making them too scared to come forward. Almost half of the police force needs to improve on their crime investigation skills, in order to secure successful outcomes for the victims before it gets missed. For example, things could be getting missed due to lack of staff and equipment provided leaving them with very little resources and not enough staff to responded to each case. In 2020 80,000 cases were missed by the police due to the crime not fitting the purpose of the police action which resulted in many cases not being recorded, this left vulnerable women all alone and with no support (BBC news, 2020). Victims notice when there is a poor effort going into the investigation, this can lead to their perceptions of not being believe, which in a case such as sexual and domestic abuse victims it can take them a lot of courage to step forward as they are anxious of not being believed and justice not being done. Therefore, having the right amount of effort and time for the victim can lead to better outcomes as they feel like they can trust the officer and provide them with all the information needed (CJJI, 2015). With having such a huge role into supporting and responding to abuse cases the police departments are provided with guidance and training in how to identify domestic violence and abuse, this allows them to recognise the signs when attending an abuse call which allows them to be able to handle the situation delicately so the victim feels comfortable and recognises that they can have the support from the officer at the scene, in order to be able to provide information and know that they will be taken seriously (Bland, Ariel, 2020). Besides having the police training to improve their knowledge and to have a better understanding on how to deal with the situation correctly, there is also other organisation in place to support the victims, such as specialist domestic abuse units which have been created in force with expert investigative capabilities, to support high risk victims which allows them to have access to a different range of support units instead of just relying on the police and family and friends. By having a different range of support units, it allows the victims to have a sense of support and that they’re not on their own through the process (HMIC, 2014).
All victims who have reported a crime are entitled to make a victim personal statement, alongside a witness statement to the police. The VSP is in place so the victims and their families can express how they have been affected by the crime. If you are a victim of serious crime, persistently targeted, or vulnerable they are entitled to making a VPS to the police at any time before sentencing. Additionally, the VPS will form part of the prosecution case but will only be consider by the courts once the offender has been found guilty. When in court the VPS can be read out under the victim code, as the victim has a right to read their VPS as long as the courts agree (Victim support, 2020). By having the access to a VPS, it enables the victims to explain the impact of their crime in their own words, which will benefit them for the reason that it will be in their own time and won’t have to do it in front of anyone. Often victims can feel removed from the criminal justice system so having the opportunity to write a VPS restores their faith and gains their trust in the criminal justice system. Having the trust in the criminal justice system allows the victim to have a better relationship with them, benefiting in them opening up about their case and feeling comfortable with providing as much evidence and information possible. this will benefit an individual who has been a victim of abuse as they won’t have to see the defendant and won’t have to stand up in front of faces, they are not familiar with, it will be done in their own time, so they are comfortable in making their statement (Gov.uk, 2021).
Legislation and guidelines are put in place in order for the police and the criminal justice system to abide by, ensuring these laws are followed will help protect victims and allow organisation to have a better understanding and knowledge on what abuse is and the signs they need to look out for. One main law is the code of practice for victims of crime, this entitles victims to take part in restorative justice techniques. This is a process which brings together those harmed by the crime or conflict, it’s a way of looking for a positive way forward. It allows the victims to talk to their attacker, which allows them to get their point across and to also give the attacker time to say sorry and explain their actions. However, the police policy doesn’t support the use of restorative justice for domestic abuse victims, due to theses specific criteria which has been set out doesn’t always benefit victims of abuse because they are known to the victim and it took a lot of courage for them to speak up and get away (CPS, 2021).  The code of practise for victims is also a law in place to support victims, it is a law which set out the services and a minimum standard for these services that they must be provide to the victims of crime. This code acknowledges that the term complaint and survivor are often used in the CJS to describe an individual who has made a criminal allegation to the police. The purpose of this code is a definition of victims, it comes under the allegations of an individual who has suffered harm, such as physical, mental, or emotional harm. Therefore, this code would be used in courts to support the victims and treats them with respect, in order for them to make their own choices and be protected by this law (Ministry of justice, 2020). Not only does the code of practice benefit the victims but it also assists the police when dealing with vulnerable victims. This code allows the police to know their rights and the victims, it also states how to deal with a vulnerable situation and ensures they follow the correct procedures, so the situation is dealt with correctly and the situation is not made any worse.  Police officers also have the responsibility to refer victims to other services so they are receiving all the support they can get and to provide them with all the information they need when they become a victim of crime (College of policing, 2021).













Conclusion 
To summarise, the criminal justice system and the police departments have improved on responding to victims of abuse, they have had more intense training which allows them to pick up on signs of past harm and to be able to figure out when someone is in a vulnerable situation. By having the support of the police, it allows victims to step forward and share their experiences along with reporting their incidents knowing they will be treated with respect and knowing there will be consequences for what have happened to them (Gov.uk, 2021). Having the correct knowledge of who is a victim and how someone can become a victim is crucial for an investigation. One way of knowing is looking at victimology, this is where for every criminal act there is at least one victim. The study of a victim’s crime and the psychological effect can show from their experience of the crime, especially in sexual and domestic abuse crimes it can mentally and physical affect them due to the trauma they have been put through. Victimology also shows a better understanding on how an individual can be vulnerable, usually when a person is vulnerable it makes them more likely to become a victim due to them becoming easier targets. There are higher chances of them being manipulated and too scared to talk out about their abuse (Hofreiter, 2018). A case study showing how an individual can become a victim is Hans Von Hentig he believed that you can be vulnerable by their characteristics such as being female, age, where a person lives. Sexual and domestic abuse victims are taken advantage of because of how vulnerable they can be and being too afraid to report it (Sage, 2018).  Therefore, Throughout the years there have been different legislation and laws in place to protect victims, these are all used when prosecuting someone and are followed in courts. The Code of practise for victims, is in place to support victims and to allow them to read their rights in order to be treated with respect and acknowledge the information they are giving. Furthermore, it does not only support victims, but it allows organisation such as the police or CJS to abide by the laws to ensure that victims are treated with respect and that the services know how to respond to situation which need to be handle more gently. These measures allow the services to recognise when an individual is in a vulnerable situation and to analyse the situation to see if there has been past abuse (Ministry of justice, 2020). Being a victim of sexual or domestic abuse takes a lot of courage to report their crime, as in some cases not everyone is believed, although it’s a high crime not many victims report this crime due to not being believed or not having enough evidence to prosecute the defendant. Ensuring that there Is laws in place and support for victims gives it a better acknowledgement, boosting more information about the crime and that there is support out there and it doesn’t just stop with the police (Hawkins, & Laxton, 2015).
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